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he stated that he had £100,000 himself that
could be iinmMiately used to erect buildings
if the Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act Amendment (Con-
tinuance) Bill were thrown out.

I hope the Minister will keep this in mind
when the motion is implemented, and will
ensure that with all this money immediately
lying idle for building operations in the
metropolitan area there will be no possi-
bility of permits being issued for their con-
struction. I want to say in all sincerity
that numerous cases have come to my know-
ledge where people have reduced their de-
sired number of squares from 12 down to
6 and 7 in the hope of securing an early
permit and, despite the fact that last year
they were assured they would receive their
permits in November and December, they
still have not received them. In -view of
that the Minister can realise the urgency
of the matter and I hope the motion, as
amended, will be passed. I have no objec-
tion to the amendment because I realise that
certain buildings must be erected to ensure
a continuance of building materials both for
housing and primary production.

Question put and passed; the motion, as
amended, agreed to.

House adjourned at 9.57 p.m.

Cihi4ib ( szmbfu.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

KIM]3ERLEY REGIONAL COMMITTEE.

As to Meetings and Resolutions.

Hfon. A. A. M. COVERLEY asked the
Acting Premier

(1) Hlow many meetings have been held
by the Kimberlby Regional Committee since
its appointment?

(2) How mnany resolutions were for-
warded for consideration?

(3) How many resolutions have been
given effect to?

(4) Will he lay on the Table of the House
a copy of all resolutions forwarded for the
Government's consideration?

C513
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The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) Four.
(2) Submissions by the Kimberley

Regional Advisory *Comnmittee have not al-
ways been resolutions, the majority having
been recommendations, requests for in-
formation and for inquiries to be made,
and notes of discussions. A total of 15
suhjefls have been submitted.

(3) A number of the recommendations
cover long term proposals and are being
,dealt with by the North-West Development
Committee, and in negotiation by the Gov-
ernment with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. iDepartmental'information and advice
have also been given on a number of the
proposals.

(4) The minutes of the several meetings
can be inspected by the hon. member by
arrangement with the Premier's Depart-
ment.

NORTH-WEST.

(a) As to Reduction of Freight on Cattle.

Hon. A. A. if. COVERLEY asked the
Acting Premier

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers relating to the deputation intro-
duced by myself to the Acting Premier con-
cerning the reduction of freight on cattle
shipped from the North-West?

The ACTiNG PREMNIER replied:

The hon. member is at liberty to peruse
the papers by arrangement nemt week.

(b) As to Survey of Carnervona
Municipality.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Lands:.

Will he arrange, during the presence of
the departmental surveyor at Carnarvon,
for a complete survey of lands within the
municipality suitable for subdivisions as
residential areas?

The MINISTER replied:
A staff surveyor now at Carnarvon has

been in-Arueted to examine the vacant land
in the municipality with a view to seeing
what land would be suitable for subdivi-
sion, and to make recommendations to the
Surveyor General on this matter. On re-
ceipt of a report, consideration will be given
to further subdivision for residential pur-
poses.

(c) As to Gaseoyne Research Station
Costs, etc.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) What were the costs of operating
the Gascoyne Research Station at Carnar-
von during the last two financial years?

(2) What proft or loss, as the ease may
be, was experienced in the operations of
the Gascoyne Research Station i

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Operating costs, 1947-1948-1f,937

7s. 4d.; 1948-1949-E2,802 12s. 5d.
(2) Profit, 19474948-f 444 1s. 10id.;

1948-1949-l,514 6s. 4d.

WHEAT.
A8 to Rail and Road Transport.

Mr. PERKINS asked the 'Ministpr for
Transport:

Since the 1st April, 1949, from what
sidings has wheat been carted by-

(a) W.A. Government Railways;
(b) road transport?
The MINISTER replied:
(a) 112-Northampton, Nabawa, Coorow,

Winchester, Carnamab, Three Springs,
Arrino, Buntine, Bunjil, Perenjori, Koola-
nooka, 'Morawn, Pintharuka, Gutha,
Watheroo, "Moora, Coomberdale, Miling,
Calingiri, Calcarra, Wattening, Bejoording,
Wubin, Nugadong, Dalwallinu, Damboring,
Wongan Hills, Kalguddering, Konnongor-
ring, Goomalling, Hulongine, Jennacubbine,
Wialki, Beacon, Mollerin, Kuia, Kalannie,
Bunketch, Kokardine, Mukinbudin, Ben-
eabbin, Gabbin, Koorda, Coweowing, Nal-
kain, Gnuca, Nukarni, Elabbin, Trayning,
Yelbeni, Minnivalc, Dowerin, Walgoolan,
Burracoppin, Hines Hill, Cunderdin, Meek-
ering, Pingelly, Erikin, Shaeldleton, Pan-
tapin, Dangin, Rickeys, Greenhills, Ul1va,
Corbel, Belka, Ardatm, Babakin, Corrigin,
South Kumminin, Emu Hill, Narembeen,
Wadderin Hill, C ramphorne, Muntadgin,
Tandagin, Jubuk, Lonios, Bulyee, Rweda,
Mears, .Aidersyde, Bullaring, Wiekepin,
Notting, Gnarming, Kuhin, Jitarning,
Dudinin, Tinkurrin, Toolibin, Ryden, Karl-
garin, Pingaring, Newdegate, Beenong, Lake
Grace, Tarin Rock, Kukerin, Wishbone,
Dumblcyung, Ballaying, Gundaring, Ping-
rup, Nyabing, Badgebup, Ongerup, Them-
pup, Gnowsngerup, Toolbrunup Woodanil-
ling.
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(b) 72-Miling, Lyons Camp, Bindi
Hindi, Yerecoin, Carani, Wyeaing, Pithara,
Marne, Ballidu, Kondut, Korraling, Rlphin,
Wongan Hills, Konnongorring, Botherling,
Hurabadji, Goomalling, Rossmore, Yarra-
molly, Caddux, Manmanning, Moonijin, God-
dard, Dukin, Yelbeni, Nemnbudding, Korre-
locking, Wyalkatchem, Benjabbering, Min-
nivale,.Amery, Dowerin, Nambling, Baandee,
floodlakine, Woolundra, Bungulla, Tammin,
Wyola, Cunderdin, Wacel, Meenaar, Pin-
gelly, Brookton, Mt. Kokeby, Beverley, Gil-
gering, Burgas, Eujinyin, Yarding, Kwol-
yin, Yating, Badjaling, Quairading, Diii-
belling, Jacobs Well, Baltuling, Rickeys,
Bruce Rock, Kunjin, Dumbleyung, Nipper-
ing, Woodanilling, Yealering, Bullaring,
Ryden, Kondinin, Karlgarin, Newdegate,
Lake Grace, Borden, Jitarning.

STATE TRANSPORT BOARD.

(a) As to North-West Air and
La'nd Services.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Minister for
Transport:

What amounts, giving totals for each
separate service, were paid from. Transport
Board funds, during the last financial year
in areas north of the 26th parallel to-

(a) air services;
(b) land transport services?
The MINISTER replied:
(a) Paid to MacRobertson-Miller Avia-

tion Co. Ltd.-13,914 2s. Paid to Airlines
(W.A.) Ltd.-£1,980 4s. 5d. Of this £C1,666
19s. 2d. was from Government funds and the
balance from the Transport Co-ordination
Fund.

(h) Nil.

(h) As to Subsidies for North-West Services.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE askehl the Minister
for Transport:

What amount of subsidy has been paid
in North-West transport service, whether
air, land or sea, from the Transport Board
funds during the last financial year?

The MINISTER replied:
£14,227 7s, 3d.

(c) As to Appointments.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN (without notice)
asked the Acting Premier:,

Will the Government make available this
afternoon the file dealing with appointments
to the Western Australian Transport Board?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

I shall be glad to make the file available
to the hon. member but cannot say that it
will be done this afternoon. If he would
like the file laid on the Table I am prepared
to make the necessary arrangements.

LOCOMOTIVES.

AF to Oil Fuel for Bunbury Line.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

In view of the large number of grass fires
caused by railway engines in the Armadale
district last year, will he consider using oil
burning engines on the Perth-Bunbury line
during the summer months?

The MINISTER replied:

Yes, as far as the limited stock of oil
burning engines is available. It is not pro-
posed to add to the number at present.

CONSTITUTION ACTS.

As to Proposed Amending Legislati~a.

Elon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Attorney
General:

As a promise was made by the Premier in
connection with the Bill introduced early
in this Session to amend Section 15 of the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act, is he in
a position to advise the House when this
Bill will again be introduced?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

There is no record of any promise made
by the Premier subsequent to the laying
aside of the Bill by the Legislative Council
last year during this session.

ONION BOARD.

A~s to Conistitustion and Brokerage.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) What are the names of the members
of the Onion Board?

(2) How much brokerage was paid by
the Onion Hoard to one A. Murray over the
last 12 months?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) F. Mann (Chairman), A. Mayor, H.

A. Ellement, A. Murray, E. T. Morgan.

(2) £C446 for'the 1947-1948 season.
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HOUSING.

As to Sale of Caommonwealtk-State Rental
Homes.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Housing:

Cimn he give any indication as to when
he will be in a position to announce the
Government's decision regarding the basis
on which Commonwealth-State rental homes
will be made available to prospective pur-
chasers?

The MINISTER replied:

The State Housing Commission is as-
sembling the necessary data as to compara-
tive values and costs of Commonwealth-
State rental homes to enable a suitable basis
of sale to be determined. This determination
will be made as soon as possible after the
matter has been adequately examined.

HACKETT ESTATE.
As to Ornamental Trees.

Mr. NIMMO (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

What trees are being maintained for
ornamental purposes on the new Hackett
estate on the border of Floreat Park?

The MINISTER replied:
I am not able to say without investigation

what provision is being made for the preser-
vation of trees that might 'be suitable for
ornamental purposes, but I will be glad to
make inquiries and inform the bon. member.

BILL--LCENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Report of Committee adopted.

BUjr-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT

(No. 4).
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments maae by the
Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister
for Housing in charge of the Bill.
No. 1-Clause 3:

In proposed new- Section 1SF-Delete the
word "partly" in line 27, page 2, and substi-
tute the word "substantially."

(Consequent on the foregoing amendment,
the word "substintially" was substituted for
the word "partly" where same appears in
lines 31 and 36 on page 2, lines 6 and 26 on
page 3, lines 13, 18 and 30 on page 4 and
lines 7 and 14 on page 5.)

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: This
amendment has reference to the definition of
"discharged member of the Forces." Part of
the existing definition, appearing in para-
graph (b), defines a discharged member of
the Forces as being a person who, having
been discharged from the Defence Force, or
having ceased to be engaged on war service
for a period exededing four years, is not re-
ceiving a pension from the Commonwealth
but is receiving medical treatment of such a
nature as to prevent him either wholly or
partly from engaging in his occupation
That means that although the soldier baa
been discharged for more than four years,
when he would normally tease to be a pro-
tected person, if he is receiving medical
treatment from the Commonwealth for some
war disability which would prevent him
either wholly or partly from engaging in his
occupation, then he would still be a pro-
tected person.

The amendment is to strike out the word
"partly" and substitute the word "substan-
tially." Therefore a Serviceman, in order to
have the benefit of being a protected person,
would have to be wholly or substantially un-
able to follow his occupation by reason of
his treatment. I assume the view taken by
the Legislative Council is that the word
"cpartly" would mean that a soldier with a
very slight disability, and possibly having
outpatient treatment only, and whose ability
to follow his employment might be slightly
affected, should not continue to be a pro-
tected persn. I have not had much oppor-
tunity of ascertaining the views of the
R.S.L. on the matter. I felt disposed to think
the 'amendment might be acceptable, though
I rather feel now that the clause should
stand as it is.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: How wide an inter-
pretation would you put on "substantial ?V

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: "Sub-
stantial" might require a pretty rigid in-
terpetation. I am inclined to think it might
mean that 'a soldier, to retain his status as
a protected person, might have to show that
he was unable to fellow his occupation to
the extent of one-third. That is just an ex-
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pression of opinion. A soldier might be suf-
fering from a certain disability with the re-
sult that ho was earning less money and so
placed in some difficulty in getting other ac-
commodation. I feel that the Bill as drafted
might be allowed to remain. I therefore
mhove-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.

No. 2-Clause 3:
In proposed new Section 18G, page 13-

Insert a new subsection after Subsection
(9) to stand as Subsection (10) as fol-
Iow:-

(10) Notwithstanding the provisions of
Subsections (3) to (8) inclusive, of this
section, the Court may make an order
against a protected person, or may give
leave to enforce an order against a pro-
tected person (as the case may be), if the
Court, after taking into consideration all
the eircumstances of the case, is satisfied-

(a) that the protected person has not
madb any or reasonable efforts to obtain
other accommodation or

(b) that the refusal by the Court to
make an order, or to give leave to en-
force an order (as the ease may be),
would cause greater hardship to the per-
son applying for such order or leave than
to the protected person.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING; This
amendment requires some explanation. The
reasons for which a protected person may
be required to vacate the house he is oc-
cupying as a tenant are set out in the Bill,
and are substantially the same as exist in
the regulations under our State legisla-
tion as applying between civilians. In this
measure, which continues the terms of
former Federal moratorium regulations,
soldiers and their dependants, who qualify
as protected persons, have a special pro-
tection which is that apart from one excep-
tion they cannot be dispossessed unless the
owner or the person seeking possession-
a lessor-can show that they have had the
opportunity of acquiring equivalent ac-
commodation. The measure sets out what
is necessary for equivalent accommodation.
It is a stringent provision as regards rent,
convenience of location, size of residence
and so on. The alternative accommodation
must be substantially equivalent to that
occupied by the protected person.

That is the real protection the soldier
has, compared with civilians. The Common-
wealth moratorium regulations--and this
measure continues them in the same terms
-afords this protection only to Servicemen
and their dependants of World War II. It
does not afford it to those of World Wb.r 1.
As I mentioned when introducing the Bill
in the first place, there has been a certain
amount of feeling that some soldiers have
rather taken advantage of their special pro-
tection in that they have not busied them-
selves to seek other accommodation, al-
though pressed to do so by the owner. I
do not say that applies to more than a
section of the protected persons, but I think
it has some application. That could operate
to the hardship of the owner of a house,
particularly if such owner were living under
adverse circumstances and bhad been kept
out of possession for a number of years,
and who had strong and valid reasons for
getting into his own home.

I am informed that in some cases the

owner who seeks to regain possession from
a protected person is himself a returned
Serviceman of World War I. It may there-
fore happen that a person protected under
the existing legislation may use his special
privilege to the disadvantage of another
returned soldier, the owner of the house,
who because he did not serve in World War
11 is not protected by the legislation. There
was a large enlistment from this State for
World War I, and now we have many 5cr-
vkemen, returned from that war, who are
owners of houses and desire to regain pos-
session of them. Amendment No. 2 pro-
posed by another place aims to allow an
owner to regain possession of a house with-
out having to prove that alternative accom-
modation is available to the tenant. If he
proves that the protected tenant has not
made a reasonable effort to obtain other
accommodation, the court may -grant him
possession. Alternatively, possession may
he granted where refusal by the court to
grant it would offer greater hardship to
the owner than the granting of it would to
the protected tenant.

That is the effect of the amendment. I
consulted the member of another place who
moved the amendment and he informed me
he had approached a representative of the
R.S.L. and had noted some suggestions,
made regarding the amendment,. which



[ASSEMBLY.]

would more fully safeguard the protected
person against the possible hardship in-
volved by the amendment moved and ac-
cepted in another place. I have accord-
ingly prepared an alternative to that
amendment. It goes to some extent in fav-
our of the owner of a house who seeks
possession, and enables him in certain cir-
eamatanees to obtain possession without
having to prove that the protected tenant
has alternative accommodation available.
It does not go nearly as far to provide
opportunities for obtaining possession as
did that adopted by the Legislative Coun-
cil.

I have consulted the member for Mt.
Marshall, a member of the State Executive
of the BR.S.L., in connection with the amend-
ment. In my opinion it does not go far
to facilitate the recovery of possession by
the owner of a house and therefore does
not represent a threat to the general basis
of protection that the measure seeks to
give in continuation of the Federal regula-
tions. I do not think there is any need
for a bona fide es-Serviceman tenant to
fear he will be unfairly dealt with, as
again st the owner of the house. On the
other hand, the amendment I 'have prepared
does go some distance towards affording
the owner of a house opportunity of obtain-
ing possession of it with less difficulty than
would be the case under the existing pro-
visions of the Bill.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tie has not much
chance at all at present.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
amendment would give him a better chance
in circumstances where it is felt the court
could exercise discretion in his favour. I
regret that the time available has not al-
lowed me to place the amendment on the
notice paper, but it is felt that if the Bill
is to become law it should be passed as
soon as possible, because in the meantime
the protection previously enjoyed has heen
withdrawn from returned soldiers. I do
not think the Council's amendments were
in the most appropriate places in the Bill.
These amendments are in the same pro-
posed new sections but refer to different
subsections. They propose to amend Sub-
sections (6) and (7), which appear at pages
12 and 13 of the Bill.

The ameqdinents proposed to each of the
subsections are the same in principle, the
only difference being a slight variation to
conform to the wording. Proposed new Sub-
section (6) on page 12 of the Bill refers to
certain eases where possession of a dwelling
is being sought by the owner or lessor and
lays down that an order shall not be made
against a protected person unless the court,
in addition to being satisfied upon any other
ground upon which it is required to be
satisfied, is further satisfied of either of
two things. The first of these is that
reasonably suitable alternative accommoda-
tion has been available to the tenant. The
other alternative, with which the court must
be satisfied, is that the tenant has sublet the
premises and is not residing in them but
residing somewhere else.

The proposal is to provide a third
alternative on which the court, if satisfied,
may grant an order for possession to the
owner of a dwelling. This alternative is
that the owner of a dwelling- house seeking
possession may be allowed to obtain that
possession by the court if it is shown firstly
that the lessor has been the legal or equit-
able owaerkof the dwelling-house for not less
than three years immediately preceding the
date of the application and does not own
any other dwelling-house. I understand that
was suggested by the R.S.L. so that people
who recently came here-it may be wealthy
migrants-could not buy a house and pro-
ceed to take advantage of such an amend-
ment to dispossess a protected person.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I. believe quite a lot
of that is going on.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
think there has been. In addition, it must
he shown that the protected person, the
tenant, has received not less than three
months' notice, whether such notice was given
before or after the coming into operation
of this measure, and such protected person
fails to show that subsequent to receipt of
such notice ho has made -reasonable efforts
to obtain other accommodation. In other
words, the protected Person mast have had
three months' notice and then he must show
that he has applied to the State Housing
Commission, been to see land agents, or
has taken reasonable steps to try to obtain
accommodation elsewhere. He must satisfy
the court on that point. There is the third
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point, that where a refusal by the court to
make the order wpuld cause greater hard-
ship to the lessor than to the protected per-
son.

Without being required, therefore, to
prove that' alternative accommodation is
available, under this amendment, if adopted,
the owner might get possession if the court
is satisfied on all those points, I think
members will agree that there is a consider-
able burden to be discharged before a tenant
could be dispossessed. In other words, if
alternative accommodation is not proved t6
be available, the protected person, as lessee,
cannot be dispossessed in favour of th6
owner unless the lessor has owned the pre-
mises for not less than three years, has
given not less than three months'
notice that be requires possession, and
the tenant fadls to show that he has made
reasonable efforts to obtain other aecom-
modation. Further, that the court is atis-
ed that greater hardship would be oc-
casioned to the owner than would be to the
tenant if possession Were refused. This
amendment is not introduced by the Gov-
ernment, and members must vote on it as
they think fit. The R.S.L. wishes to have
the Bill made law as soon as possible and
therefore I propose to provide the Com-
mittee with an alternative to the Legislative
Council's amendment, but which meets, to
some extent, its intentions. Therefore, I
muov-_

That the amendment be agreed to subject
to a further amendment that all the words
after the word "insert" in line 1 be struck
out with a view to inserting otber words in
lieu-

Mr. LESLIE: I had the privilege of hear-
ing part of the discussion which took place
in the Legislative Council in connection with
this Bill. Frankly, I was not impressed by
some of the arguments put forward. One
of the arguments advanced was that the
purpose of the amendment submitted in that
place was to remove from the individual
the onus which this legislation placed upon
him to be personally responsible for the
rehabilitation, repatriation or protection of
the returned soldier, and to place that onus
or responsibility upon the Government. It
was stated that the desire was that, in such
circumstances as those indicated by the Min-
ister, it would be mandatory upon the Gov-

erment to provide the alternative aecopi-
modation, That is all right if it can be
done.

lion. A. H, Pauton: It is a good idea.

Mr. LESLIE: I agree to some extent that
this idea of depriving the owner of his own
home to protect an ex-Servicemen is plac-
ing the onus of such protection upon the
individual who can ill afford to carry that
burdenI and I would like him to be relieved
Of it. I doubt if this is the way it should be
done. I feel there is another way in which
the Government can take Mztin. Also,
another place desired to amend the parent
Act to deal with a civilian. This amend-
ment makes the protected person something
like a guinea pig and I object to an ex-
Serviceman being used for that purpose.
The Minister has said that there were heavy
enlistments during World War I. Many
men returned from that war still suffer be-
cause their homes are denied to them as
they are occupied by a protected person.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It might even he a
widow.

M Ar. LESLIE:- Of course, hut we are
dealing with the e-Servicemen of World
War II. and endeavouring to fulfil promises
made to these men.

-Hon. E. H. H. Hall: There were Promises
made to returned soldiers from World War
I., too.

Mr. LESLIE: There were plenty of them
but they wvere never fulfiled, and we do,
not want a repetition of that. I agree that
some protected persons, sometimes through
their own inaction, have aggravated their
hardship but something should be done to
ease it. The difficulty is that in order to
remedy one weakness we are liable to create
others.

lion. A. H. Panton: To what amend-
ment are you now refeningi

Mr. LESLIE: To the Minister's amend-
ment. The amendment on the notice paper
throws the gate wide open and no-one in
this State could allow' it to go through as
it is because it will permit anybody, even
a new arrival to the country, to acquire a
house occupied -by an er-Serviceman.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What if you do not
agree to the amendment and lose the Bill;
what will you do then?

1448



1444 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LESLIE: The bon. member has
raised an important point.

Han. A. H. F'anton: It is a possibility.

Mr. LESLIE: We are faced with the
prospect of having a loaf with a lump
chopped off or of taking the risk of losing
the whole loaf. This is an urgent matter and
I want to see the measure passed through
this House and another place as soon as pos-
sible. To what extent it will be delayed by
this Committee refusing to accept the
amendment of another place I do not know.
I am not unmindful of the ease outlined by
the member for Kalgoorlie relating to an old
age pensioner and I am quite prepared to
see something done to help people such as
those, but I want to see something that will
afford the greatest measure of protection to
the es-Servicemen. It is not complimentary
to Western Australia to think that it is the
only State that is whittling down the pro-
tection to es-Servicemen.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not look to us;
look to another place.

Mr. LESLIE: I cannot help looking at
the hon. member because his hair is in a
nice position today. The matter has been
discussed by the R.S.L. which is averse to
any lessening of the protection to ex-
Servicemen as they fear that there are
people in the community who if given an
inch will take a yard or the lot. The R.S.L.
desires to see the legislation made as tight
as possible.

Mr. Graham: Does it blame the Gov-
ernment?

Mr. LESLIE: No, because the Govern-
went passed the legislation as it was intro-
duced and the R.S.L. is quite clear as to
that. There are those in the R.S.L. who real-
ise that there are injustices and anomalies
in the legislation, and their desire is to rem-
edy them, If we refuse to accept the amend-
ment of another place as it stands, and if
the Committee does not agree to forward on
the amendment moved by the Minister, we
may he able to arrive at a basis of discus-
sion. I propose to vote both against the
Council's amendment and the Minister's
amendment.

Hon- A. H. PANTON: If I thought that
another place would see the error of its ways
and would accept the ideas of the member
for Mt. Marshall I would support them.

However, I have the greatest doubt as to
another place accepting them. We would
be faced with the alternative of either ac-
cepting the amendment or losing the Bill and
I do not think the member for Mt. Marshall
desires that. I therefore propose to agree to
the Minister's amendment which is a fair
compromise. No matter what provision we
make there will always be cases of hardship
such as those instanced by the member for
Kalgoorlie. Some of them are particularly
hard cases.

As the Minister has already pointed out,
many men from World War I now own their
homes or are in course of Patying them off.
Some of those men may be transferred to
other parts of the State, which is quite easy
if they happen to be employed in a Gov-
erment department. Such a man may have
let his house for three or six months to a
soldier who fought in World War If. Sub-
sequently he may be transferred back and
he is then in the position that he, his wife
and possibly two or three children cannot re-
gain possession of their home and must find
accommodation elsewhere. I am anxious to
overcome that difficulty. If we accept the
Minister's proposal and the Legislative
Council disagrees with it, we shall get back
to the point from which we started.

I feel positive, knowing something about
the Upper House, that if we disagree with
itr amendment and put before members
there no alternative proposal, they will in-
sist upon their amendment, which will place
us in an awkward position. I trust the Com-
mittee ill accept the Minister's suggestion.
I do not think returned soldiers have much
to fear. I am particularly pleased to note
the provision that the applicant will be re-
quired ..to have owned, or partly-owned, his
property for three years. I had an instance
the other day-it did not refer to an ex-
soldier-where a young lady was about to
get married, bought a place over the head
of the tenant who bad a wife and three chil-
dren, and then applied for an eviction order,
despite the fact that she was at that stage
not even married!

Mr. WILD: I agree with the sentiments
expressed by the member for Leederville. I
would naturally prefer the Bill in the form
it was sent to the Legislative Council, but
the members of that House seem to be in
one of their indifferent moods. I am afraid
that if we do not arrive at some compromise
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we shall finish up with nothing at all. We
should accept some portion of the loaf
rather than risk having none at all. I shall
support the Minister's amendment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
appreciate the difficulties involved and the
Government would, of course, have desired
the Bill to go through in the form in which
it was introduced. There is one thing I
would like to add because it has a bearing
on what I said when I remarked that no
bona fide soldier need have much to fear
from this measure.I

Hon. A. H. Panton: I do not think so
either.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Hf a
protected person can show that he has made
reasonable endeavours to secure some other
accommodation, he cannot he dispossessed
under the terms of this amendment. All.
he has to do is to satisfy the court in respect
of his bona tides in trying to get another
house. Any man who has been reasonably
active in such an endeavour cannot he pre-
judiced by the amendment.

Amendment (to strike out words) put and
passed.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I
move-

That the following words be inserted in
lieu of the words struck out-

'"In proposed new Section 130, guhsec-
ti on (6), page 13-

(a) Insert at the end of paragraph (b)
in line 4 on page 13, the word ''for'' :

(b) Add at the end of Subsection (6) a
further paragraph to stand as paragraph
(c)-

(c) That in the case of an application
under paragraph (f) of Subsection (3) of
this section-

(i) The lessor has been the legal or
equitable owner of the dwelling house for
not less than three years immediately
preceding the date of the application and
does not own any other dwelling house;
and

(ii) The protected person has received
not less than three months' notice re-
quiring possession of the dwelling house
to be given to the lessor whether such
notice was given before or after the com-
ing into operation of the Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Act Amend-
ment Act, 1049, and such protected per-
son fails to show that subsequent to the
receipt of such notice he has made reason-
able efforts to obtain other accommoda-
tion; and

(iii) A refusal by the Court to make
the Order would cause greater hardship
to the lessor than to the protected
person.'I'

In proposed new Section 18G, Subsection
(7)-page IS-

(a) In line 11 of the subsection after the
word ''satisfied'' insert the letter in
bracket-' ' (a) ":

(b) At the end of the subsection in line
IS add the word "'or'';

(c) Add a further paragraph to the sub-
section as follows:-

(b) That in the case of an application
under paragraph (f) of Subsection 5 of
this section-

(i) The lessor has been the legal or
equitable owner of the dwelling house for
not less than three years immediately
preceding the date of the application and
does not own any other dwelling house;
and

(ii) The protected person has received
not less than three months' notice re-
quiring possession of the dwelling house
to be given to the lessor whether such
notice was given before or after the
coming into operation of the Increase of
Rent (War Restrictions) Act Amendment
Act, 1940, and such protected person fails
to show that subsequent to the receipt of
such notice he has made reasonable ef-
forts to obtain other accommodation;
ad

(iii) A refusal by the court to give
the leave would cause greater hardship
to the lessor than to the protected
person.

Mr. LESLIE: I wish to deal with the
portion of the Minister's amendment which
refers to the protected person having re-
ceived not less than three months' notice. In
view of the housing situation, three months
is a very short period and I would much
prefer six months' notice to be given. That
would involve no hardship upon the lessor
and would afford the person concerned a
reasonable opportunity to find other accom-
modation. A protected person might be
engaged in work a long distance from the
town where his family normally resided and
he would have no opportunity to hunt
round for other accommodation. I cer-
tainly think the longer period would be pre-
ferable. For that reason, I move-

That the amendment be amended by strik-
ing out in line two of sub-p4tragraph (ii) of
paragraph (c) of Subsection (6) the wvord
''three'' and inserting the word "1six'' in
lieu.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I do
not propose to raise mhy objection to the
amendment on the amendment. I was in
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some doubt whether the period of three which would not be unreasonable in that
months might be too short, as the amend-
ment provides that the notice may run, I
will not say retrospectively, hut from a
date prior to the coming into operation of
this measure; and the tenant mnight have
been called upon to give up possession three
or four months ago. There might be some
reasons for allowing a little more latitude
than is offered by the three months' period.

Mr. LESLIE: I have no wish to deceive
the Minister or the Committee. The Minister
in the course of his remarks referred to
another portion of the clause which makes
the period of notice retrospective. It is my
intention to move that that portion of the
clause be struck out. It has come to my
knowledge that a number of ex-Servicemen
have made efforts to obtain accommodation.
They went to the Housing Commission on
several occasions during the past few years
and were told that because of the mora-
torium they bad. nothing to worry about,
as they were protected. The applications
of these men were not even recorded. If
the provision is made retrospective the owner
could go to the court and say that he had
given the men notice 12 months before and
that nothing had been done. The protected
er-Servicemnen would not he able to prove
that they had made application to the Hous-
ing Commission, which has sheltered behind
the protection given to them.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I think you are going
the right way to defeat the Bill.

Mr. LESLIE: Let circumstances decide
that.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
not easy, as the member for Leederville said,
to arrive at a provision which will he fair
to all concerned and so we must do the
best we can. There might be something in
what the member for Mt. Marshall said
about retrospective operation. We may pass
this legislation and impose upon the pro-
tected person as, tenant an obligation
which to some extent relates to a
past period when this law was; not
applicable and consequently he might have
been put to some extent off his guard. In
view of the explanation of the member for
Mt. Marshall, I am prepared to accept an
amendment on the amendment striking out
the words relating to retrospective opera-
tion, but leaving the period of three months,

ease. I therefore propose, if I may be al-
lowed, to vary my view in the light of the
explanation made by. the hon. member.

Mr. 'LESLIE: In view of what the
Minister has said, I ask leave to withdraw
my amendment on the amendment.

Amendment on amendment, by leave,
withdrawn.

Mr. LESLIE: I move-
That the amendment be amended by strik-

ing out the word "lwhether'' in sub-para
graph (ii) of paragraph (c) and inserting
the word "prodided" in lieu, and by strik-
ing out the words ''before or"' in sub-
paragraph (ii) of paragraph (c) of Subsec-
tion (6).

Amendment on amendment put and
passed.

Mr. LESLIE: The amendments made in-
volve consequential amendments. Shall I
move them, or will they be made automatic-
ally?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member had
better move them. It would he safer.

On motions by Mr. Leslie, amendment
further amended by striking out in para-
graph (ii) of paragraph (b) of Subsection
7 the word "whether" and inserting the word
"provided" in lieu; and by striking out the
words "before or."

Question put and passed; the Assembly's
amendhient (as amended) to the Council's
amendmenit agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for HousingI Mr. Leslie and Hon. A. H.
Penton drew up reasons for not agreeing
to Council's amendment No. 1.

Reasons ndopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BIL,-PETROLEUM ACT
AMENDhM NT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August.

HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[5.46]: This is a Hill to amend the Petro-
leum Act of 1936-1940. As the Minister
said, prospecting for oil is very expensive
and speculative and it is essential to give
every encouragement to those engzaged on
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this work. I think that on a close reading
of thre 1936 Act and the 1940 amending
measure, it would be found that the inten-
tion of the Government of that day was
to give all possible encouragemeit to pros-
peetors sntrching for oil. We will all agree
that if oil were discovered it would be of
great benefit to Western Australia and even
to Australia as a whole.

The Bill is a small one and proposes to
repeal Section 55 of the Act, which deals
with the granting of leases to persons who
have complied with the Act. In 1940 sev-
eral prospecting leases were granted and
a considerable amount of -work was being
carried out under the Act. Those leases,
were granted for a period of four years;,
but owing to the war and the possibility
of a landing by the Japanese, everybody
had to leave the North, including those who
were searching for oil. That was rather
unfortunate, because they were doing a par-
ticularly good job. The leading hand of one
of the parties was a particularly fine type
of man. I had many conversations with
him. He joined the American Army, be-
came a Major, and was subsequently killid.
We lost a good man in him. This proposal
will take up the lag of the war years and
will provide -for those companies which
then had licenses but would have no -right
to go on that land now.

The second amendment deals with the
period for which a. lease may be granted.
The proposal is unique; I understand it is
an American idea. I may be wrong, but
my interpretation of the Act is that a, lease
is granted for 21 years with right of re-
newal. Under the Coal Act, according to
Crown Law decisions when I was Minister
for Mine;, holders of a lease were entitled to
have that lease for 21 years and then to
renewal for a further 21 years; but at the
end of the 42 years the Government had
the right to deal with the matter again.
My interpretation of the present Apt is
that the 21 years' lease is continued for
another 21 years, but there is no such thing
as a 42-year lease and-the Government then
taking action.

The proposal in the Bill-I am not ob-
jecting to it-is that as long as oil is being
obtained in payable quantities from one
or more wells, the lease shall he protected.
When I heard the Bill introduced, I thought
it WaS a rather strange proceeding, but the

fact that on the expiration of the term the
lessee shall be entitled to a renewal of
the lease for any further period during
which petroleum in payable quantities is
produced makes a difference. Because of
the huge expense in operating an oilfield
and the initial outlay in finding, the oil, it
is only f air that the lease should be con-
tinued while there is payable oil. I do not
think we have much to be afraid of there.

My fear was that a company might hang
on for a higher price but, if the oil has to
be produced in payable quantities, it makes
a big difference. The State is well pro-
tected in that regard. That might
tighten up the position a little more than
by allowing a lease to he continued, be-
cause if there was continuity for 21 years,
a company could easily loaf on the job. If,
however, it has to get payable quantities
out of one wefl, the State will be better
protected than jreviously. The third
amendment provides for retention, within
Australia of a sufficient amount of oil for
Australia's purposes. The right to export
is then given. I suppose that is only a
reasonable proposition. As far as I can
see, the Bill does no more than tighten up
the legislation a little bit although, on the
other hand, it gives a great deal of encour-
agement to those who desire to prospect for
oil. I support the second reading.

HON. F. J. S. WISE (Gas coyne) [5.53]:
As the one representing the district in which
oil is most likely to -be 'found in Western
Austnlia, in spite of the views of the mem-
ber for Fimberley, I think it is necessary
for me to make a few observations on the
Bill.

The Minister for Housing:. Do you mean
Esmouth Gulf IY

lon. F. J. S. WISE:, Yes. Having re-
cen tly been on that potential oilfield, and had
consultations with the geologists working on
the site, and seeing the site selected for the
first bore, I -want to say that the prospect
is a most interesting one in the development
of Australia's history. The geologists are
quietly confident, both from the ground sur-
veys and the analysis and interpretation of
aer-ial photographs, that they are on some-
thing which shows the best prospect known
to them in the southern hemisphere. Doubt-
less all Australians hope that oil will be
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found in Australia, irrespective of the exact
locality. Whether it is on the site of the
bare that was put down by the Oakes-
Ducracks with private capital during the last
quarter of a century, and which was ulti-
mately abandoned, whether it is to be in the
region of the Freney oil bore, or whether
it is to he further south near Exmouth Gulf
-almost in a direct line between Point
Cloates and the old Air Force station at
Potshot-does not matter very much.

The prospects, as far as Australia's econ-
omy is concerned, are almost limitless. If
a successful bore is found, it does not simply
mean that within the district the activities
'will permit of the establishment of a town-
-site. It could be that- a port to -which
tankers from all parts of the world would
call would be constructed. Indeed, it is
possible that a naval base might be estab-
lished in the region. If we turn our eyes
north, we see the fields of Borneo and
Sumatra which might easily be cut off in
the event of a third world war. The find-
ing of oil anywhere in Australia, and pait-
ticularly on our western coast, could mean
much in the defence of the lifeline between
Australia and England via South Africa, as
well as the whole of the Pacific. Therefore,
every encouragement, by way of concessions
to induce capital to be spent on a thorough
examination of conditions to discover oil,
should be given by this or any other Govern-
ment, Those concessions should.- deal with
the area of the leases to be granted, and no
Government should swerve from giving the
griatest" encouragement, legislatively and
financially, to induce people to search and
to continue to search for oil.

The operations at Exmouth Gulf, where
boring is likely to commence next year, will
involve the importation of bore easing of a
diameter of 18 inches and even more. That
will mean that the first depths will be cased
with a bore of tremendobs size to enable the
subsequent boring to continue. This will
involve a heavy importation of bore casing
from dollar countries. I am wondering
whether the Government has made any in-
quiries from the companies, particularly
Ampol, which is the company active in the
field, as to what arrangements can be made
by the State Government, in consultation
with the Commonwealth, to assist in that

connection. It is not a question of a few
hundred feet, but thousands of feet of
specially constructed bore casing of par-
ticular sizes. I am hoping that between the
Governments there will be absolute coopera-
tion in requesting from abroad the casing
relluired.

It is likely that unless a special arrange-
ment can be made through the International
Monetary Fund there will be particular diffi-
culties to be faced by the companies in pay-
ing for the easing which is manufactured in
America. Unless that is dealt with early,
we might find, even when labour is more
plentiful, a serious hitch occurring in the
plans of the company which is prepared to
spend vast sums-tens and hundreds of
thousands of pounds-to carry on the searrh
for oil in the North-West of Australia. I
raise these few points hoping that the Gov-
ernment is fully seized with its responsi-
bility, not only legislatively, but in assist-
ing the companies in every way possible, and
particularly in connection with the financial
arrangements which will be necessary for
the payment of the equipment that will be
urgently needed if the boring is to com-
mence, as is anticipated, early next year.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Bon.
R?. R. McDonald-West Perth-in reply)
(6.0]: I will be glad to discuss with the
Minister f6r Mines the matters raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. I am not per-
sonally able to say what discussions have
taken place, although I have observed from
the file that there have been communications
between the Department of Mines and the
Federal Minister for Fuel and Shipping, in
connection with the form of this legislation
and the operations proposed to be under-
taken in the shape of oil search and explora-
tion. The member for Leederville referred
tonight to the question whether in the case
of renewals of leases the interests of the
State were sufficiently safeguarded by the
requirement that at least one oil well shall
be operating.

I made inquiries f rom an officer of the
Mines Department and received the same
answer as the hon. member mentioned to-
night; namely, that the stipulation in the
measure is that although there may be only
one oil well operating, oil must he produced

4
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in payable quantities, and, in view of the ex-
ceedingly heavy outlay involved, no company
would be likely to be able to maintain a
lease unless it was obtaining oil in commer-
cial quantities, in order to meet the comn-
mtmnents, including taking care of the
capital charges, depreciation and other
heavy outlay, both capital and current, re-
quired for operations of that class. I was,
informed that it was considered that the
terms associated with the renewal of a lease
would be sufficient to ensure that the oil was
properly utilised. In those circumstances I
feel, with the member for Leederville, that
the position is safeguarded.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In comsmittee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor reeeived and

rend notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Marketing of Barley Act Amendment

2,
3,

(Continruance).
Charitable Collections Act Amendment.
Plant Diseases Act Amendment (No.
2).

4, Marketing of Potatoes Act Amend-'

5, Supply, £4,700,000 (No. 3).

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1949-50.
In (cokmmittee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 23rd August on
the Treasurer's Financial Statexiient and on
the Annual Estimates, Mr. Perkins in the
Chair.

Votr--Legislotive Council, £3,524.

HON. E. NULSEN (Kanowna) [6.5]:
There is a great deal that could he said
about the administration of the affairs of
this State during the last 21/2 years. The
leader of the Opposition, in speaking to the
Supply Bill and the Estimates, gave a very
fair exposition of the facts and eompared
the administration of the present Govern-
ment with that of its predecessor. I have

often heard it said that Labour Govern-
ments cannot he as businesslike as 'can
Liberal Governments, owing to their lack of
experience Generally speaking, I have
found that Labour Governments nave more
business acumen then anti-Labour Govern-
ments.

I have studied the financial aspect of this
State over the last few years and I Eind
that Tthe deficit from 1016 to 1924 was
£4,779,000. That ocenred when Sir James
Mitchell-or Mr. Mitchell as he then was
-was Premier of this State. From 1930 to
1933 there was a deficit of £3,842,000.
Therefore over a period of 11 years a defi-
cit of £8,621,000 was incurred by dnti-Lab-
our Governments. In comparison Labour,
during 21 years of office, incurred a deficit
of £,500,000. How can we account for
this huge difference, in the deficits of Lab-
our and at-borGovernments I For a
period of 11 years anti-Labour Govern-
meats -had a deficit of over £8,000,000 while
Labour Governments, over a period of 21
years, had a deficit of only £2,000,000. It
is difficult to reconcile those figures when
they are looked at from an administrative
point of 'view.

I notice tht the Minister for Railways is
smilin, but it will he interesting to bear
how he will counter those figures. I do not
believe we should alw ays expect a profit.
I do not mind incurring a deficit because
I think we arc living in an age when we
should have controlled extravagance. How-
ever, it seems to me that~ anti-Labour Gop
eruments have indulged in uncontrolledtx
travaganee when their figures are compakd
withi those of Labour Governments.

The Mlctarty-Watts Government has had
every opportunity to do 'more than it has
accomplished. Its administration has been
extravagant when we take into account its
deficit for the first year. When we get
down to tin tacks we find that this Govern-
ment 'a deficit was very little under
£2,000,000 in the last year despite the
buoyant revenue which has been denied
Labour Governments in the past. With the
price of wool, wheat and all primary pro-
dueta at such a high level, this Govern-
meat has had a wonderful opportunity to
put the State on a much better financial
basis than appears on paper- The railway
deficit is extremely high although we can
account for some of that. On the other
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hand, there has been an increase in freights
and fares and very little money 'has gone
to capital expenditure, the reason being,
,of course, that very little material or man-
power bas been available.

The programme set out by the previous
*Government has not in any way been ac-
complished. I am not blaming the Govern-
ment for that, but I do say that the rail-
way administration, in some of th6 Ijigher
offices, has been Most extravagant. Of
,course, the Government will say that it
baa had -to cart water and that has some
bearing on the matter. However, we must
not forget that the Wise Government had
the same problem. Water had to be carted
during the time that that Government was
in office and the cost of that carting was
a charge on its deficit.

There is one item alone where there has
been an increase in the cost of admninistra-
tion. The previous Commissioner of Hail-
ways received £2,000 a year. He received
that salary when he was in charge of the
Railway Department a% well as, the Elec-
tricity Department, the Tramaways and the
Ferries., That was a great resppnsibility.
However, the new Commissioners have a
icomparatively easy job when we take into
,consideration all those departments which
came under the control of our es-cCommis-
sioner. Today, on that one item alone, we
are spending no less than £e7,000. That is
an increase of £5,000. 1 daresay there are
increases in other directions in the depart-
ment but I have not bad an opportunity of
,studying the file. Jt is obvious that the
administration, on the top level, is over-
balanced financially. The Arbitration
Court cannot be blamied for that because
those uharges% were for administration.

Bitting .%ldspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

lion. E. NIILSEN: Just before tea I
mentioned that the whole of the administra-
tion costs had risen considerably since the
MeLarty-Watts Government took over. Even
in the production of electricity the adminis-
tration costs have gone up greatly. It would
be' interesting to see how the Electricity
Commission stands if there were a report or
,balance sheeCavailabke, but neither of those
papers has been laid upon the Table of the
House since the inception of the Commnis-
sion although they should be tabled in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Act. I

am awaiting with interest to see what the
administration costs are. Electricity for
domestic purposes has risen by 40 to 50 per
cent, and for industrial purposes anything
between 90 and 100 per cent, So from the
public point of view it must be realised that
not only have the administrijtion costs of
the Commission increased, but their own ad-
ministration costs will go up when they have
to pay for the increases in electricity which
have occurred since the present Glovernment
assumed office.

I want to thank the Minister and the
Commissioner of Rtailv~ays, Mr. Hall, fbr
their invitation to visit Pinjarra. on the first
diesel-electric train which is named "Boy-
onia." All the trains 'of this class will be
named after Western Australian wild-
-flowers. The first diesel trains introduced
were named after Governors of the State.
The diesel-electric train is a credit to the
Midland Junction Workskops, the designer,
the Commissioner and all those connected
with its construction. Those trains were or-
dered by the Willeock Government in 1944.
They have every convenience and comfort
and run very smoothly7, and visibility from
them is excellent. They also provide hot and
cold water for the convenience of passen-
gers. The complenent is 125 passengers and
the train has sufficient oil-380 gallons-to
complete the journe7 from Perth to Albany
and return.
- We have been told that the "Boron ia" will
he put on that run. I feel that it will not
be long before there will be another dozen
in service. That is the statenacirt made by
the Commissioner of Railways and I think
the Minister sees eye to eye with him in that
res-pect. The first diesel-electri- train was
introduced in 1937 and the Minister for
Railways was then the Hon. P. C. L. Smith.
Those trains have rendered wonderful ser-
vice. The first one was put on the eastern
wheatbelt run as far as Merredin and then
another was put on traffic to serve the upper
Great Southern districts, and subsequently
the service was extended to the Albany-
Perth route. The train proved popular and
carried about 36 passengers. However, I feel
that the new diesel-electric train is even bet-
ter than the others. From an economical
point of view they ivill prove of great worth.
I am glad that the Minister and the Com-
missioner of Railways see fit to'carry on the
policy instituted by the Wilecock Govern-
ment.
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I also pay a tribute to the Minister for
the introduction of the new Westland
sleeper train. This was built at Midland
Junction and it is the best of its kind in
Australia. It has better sleepers than any
other train jn the Commonwealth. It has hot
and cold water laid on and, although the
berths are built in accordance with a
3Mt. Gin, gauge, they have more room than
those on the transcontinental train and de-
cidedly more space than the Eastern States
sleepers. The lockers have been raised high
enough to provide ample room under them
and there are other improved facilities. That
only goes to show that we have the initiative,
the engineers and experts to produce any-
thing in Western Australia. The Westland is
.a credit to all concerned in its construction.

I am pleased that the Midister is pro-
viding a service to Esperance, which starts
on the 13th September. The train will de-
part from Kalgoorlie on Tuesday, the 13th
September, at 7.50 aam. and arrive at Norse-
man at 1.33 p.m. and at E'speranee at
6.15 p.m. On Wednesday it will depart from
'Esperanee at 7.15 a.m., arrive at Norseman
at 12.35 p.m. and arrive back at Kalgoorlie
at 0.15 p.m. There are two trains to Esper-
ance and the next one departs on a Satur-
day. It will leave at the same time and arrive
at Norseman and Esperance at the same
time. It will depart from Esperance one
hour later than the train on Tuesday and
also will arrive back in Kalgoorlie an hour
Rater.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is if it is on
time.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: It will run on time.
Those trains carry all. the fuel they need
for the full journey and as there is very
little water needed they will not have to
stop on that account. The train will not Stop
at every siding except to pick up passengers
and, of course, will not take goods. On
Thursdays that train will go on to Leonora
and Laverton. I am pleased that the people
in those outer centres are to have the ad-
vantage of a hetter service. The trouble
is that there is no connecting train on
Fridays under the present schedule. With
the new arrangement the train will return
from those centres on Fridays and will -re-
main in Kalgoorlie on Mondays for the pur-
pose of an overhaul and any maintenance
work that may he necessary. I think that is

an excellent idea as such overhaul and
maintenance are essential for the good work..
of the train.

I sincerely thank the Minister for provid-
ing such a service, for it will be a boon to
the Norseman and Esperanee residents and
very helpful to those residing in Leonora
and even more so to those at Laverton.
The Premier and -his party, including Mrs.
MeLarty, made a trip through my elector-
ate, and the people of Esperanee, the
mallee areas, Higginsville and Norseman
wish me to thank him on their hehalf. They
are very grateful to him for his visit and
for inspiring them regarding the possi-
bilities and potentialities of their section
of the State. I am pleased to say that
Mrs. Mebarty is a great advocate for the
people in the country areas. She is an
excellent speaker and a great mate for her
husband. The people were certainly very
pleased to have her amongst them, I feel
that Mrs. IILarty is a great help to the
Premier in keeping him up to an appre-
ciation of the needs of the back country.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is what God
made little wives for.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN;' It is pleasing to see
a man and woman more than simply hus-
hand and wife, but real mates. That is
what Mr. and Mrs. McLarty showed them-
selves to be.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a lesson to
his Ministers!

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: AL any rate, that is
what they showed themselves to he.

Mr. May: And what did you get through
their going there?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Two diesel trains!I

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: Of course, the people
did not get all they hoped for, and that
applies particularly to those at Norseman
who, as a matter of fact, are rather dis-
appointed. However, it gave the Premier
the opportuinity of seeing for himself what
was once referred to as the Esperance
sandplain. It was later described as the
treeless plain but now, with the desire to
get away from any suggestion of past
misunderstandings regarding the potential-
ities of the area, it is known as the
Esperance Downs. I tried to apply an
ahoriginal name to it and to call it the
Gabbyigal Downs, that being, I understand,
the original native name for Esperance. I
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am told that it means "big water." Memn-
hers of the Historical Society and some
residents of Esperanee did not like that
niame and thought it really applied to the
Northamn district. I do not consider that
is5 so.

I was informed by some people who
speak the native language fluently and
have been at Esperance for over 60 years
that Gabbyigal was the original native
name for Esperance. I thought it would
be very appropriate to have a name that
was something different, something that
would get away from the suggestion' of a
sandplain or even from association with
Esperanee itself, which has had a particu-
larly bad deal owing to centralisation.
During the Premier's visit to the district
we showed him some of the outstanding
features, including the Fresh Air League
building, which would do credit to any
centre elsewhere in the world. Every
convenience possible is provided and the
building can comfortably house 100/
children and at a pinch probably 150.

The people in the back country -appre-
ciate very much the work of the Fresh Air
League. Each year many children from
Laverton, Leonora and other outback
centres are brought down to Esperanee for
a fortnight's holiday, which is certainly
conducive to better health and enables the
young people to get into contact with other
children. I am very pleased indeed with
the activities of the Fresh Air League, and
I give every credit to those concerned for
the work they have carried out so con-
scientiously and unselfishly. The president
of the organisation is Hon. E_ M. Heenan,
M.L.C., who has always worked very hard
indeed to further the interests of the
league. While at Esperance the Premier
visited the local hospital and saw for him-
self that it is not nearly adequate to ren-
der the services necessary for the people
in that part of the State.

The Under Secretary for Hecalth, Mr.
Stitf old, also visited Espersace and ascer-
tained the position for himself. I under-
stand suggestions are to be made that will
probably increase the accommodation by at
least 50 per cent. If that result should fol-
low from the visit of the Premier and his
party, it will prove extremely helpful to the
district and provide a muck needed require-
ment. Another place visited by the Premier

and his party was the local school which
they found to be, generally speaking, in
good order and condition and provided with
amenities that are not always to be found
in a country school. That fact is largely
due to the enthusiasm of a former school
teacher there, Mr. Hen toul, who was a very
live wire and kept me and others up to the
mark in securing amenities and facilities
that otherwise would not have been ob-
tained. Because of that, the Esperane
school is in a very favourable position.

We also took the Premier to the salt
works where he saw deposits of the purest
salt in Australia, purer even than the
"White Rose" salt imported from England.
Members can verify what I say if they visit
the Agricultural Department and examine
the analyses-Lmore than one analysis has
been made of the salt-which disclose that it
is 99 per cent. pure. It will be agreed that
that is excellent.

Mr. May: It must be the salt of the earth.

Ron. E. NIJLSEN: That is how I regard
Esperance. lXaturally, the Premier had a
good look over the Esperance district in the
*parts that were formerly referred to as the
sandplain country. He was very enthusiastic
about it all and has no doubts whatever of
the future of that huge area. He appre-
ciated for himself that all the arguments
I have submitted in this House since about
1932 regarding the potentialities of the
Esperance country were quite true. He in
perfectly satisfied that fat lambs can be pro-
duced there and that when the land is de-
veloped it will carry not less than two
sheep to the acre. Unfortunately, that part
of the State has been allowed to remain idle
and nothing has been done to foster its in-
terests. I am now looking forward to the
time when we ahtl have a butter factory and
a freezing plant at 'Esperanee, as I think
the dairying industry can be established
there.

I am pleased to note that a sub-experi-
mental station is to be located at Esperanee.
It will be under the control of the research
station at Salmon Gums. When this sub-
station lhes been established, I have no
doubt that the district will soon be proved
and become, as others and I have said, an
important producing district. The rainfall
at Esperance is an average of about 25
inches, spread over 11 months of the year,
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There are ample sub-artesian supplies be-
tween four, five, six or nine feet below the
surface. The water comes up on land that
has been cleared, so there is no water prob-
lem. I do not think the climate can be
bettered anywhere in Australia.

I thank, the Government for what it has
done for the district and I feel sure that it
intends to put Esperanee on the, map. The
Honorary Minister for Agriculture, Hon. G.
B. Wood, and the member for Irwin-Moore
recently visited the district a~d I am
pleased to say that both have made applica-
tion for land at Esperanee. The member
for Irwin-Moore is, however, rather unfor-
tunate, as lhe will have a lot of opposition;
I think there are eight or nine other appli-
cants for the land he desires to obtain and
he will be lucky to get it. I hope that both
he and the Honorary Minister for Agricul-
ture will establish themselves in the district,
as it will be an inspiration to other people
to settle there.

Some years ago the Light Lands Com-
mission reported favourably on the district
and its report has since been confirmned by
people with agricultural experience, such as
those I have mentioned. Since the latter
visited Esperance there has been a rush for
land, but there is insufficient surveyed land
to meet the demand. I hope the Minister
for Lands is listening to me and will soon
send a surveyor to survey more land, as it
will be sold immediately it is available.
I have always been optimistic about the
Esperance Downs. I have no doubt whatever
that the land, when under proper cultiva-
tion, wvill compare with land in the South-
West. In fact, it will more than compare,
since it costs nothing to clear. In most in-
stances, a plough can he put straight into
it without any clearing; it is only a matter
of burning off and applying super. I am of
opinion that a first application of two. cwt.
of super: to the acre, followed by one cwt. to
the acre for three of four years, will render
the land capable of carrying at least two
sheep to the acre, and farmers would be
able to enter the fat lamb industry.

Our, desire is to open up areas that have
potential wealth, and we have no better
place at present than Esperance Downs.
Mr. Helms in 1928 spoke highly of this
land. He said a day would come when the
people of Australia would be surprised to
learn that so much land of such a high value

and very cheap was lying ide. We have
the necessary facilities. We have a rail-
way, a goods shed and a very fine harbour,
one of the finest in Australia. The jetty
now runs out to water with a depth of
37.6 feet, and at an additional 10 feet it is
40 feet deep. I know that too much water
is undesirable, hut we have sufficient to
bring in the largest ships in the world.
With these facilities I feel that the dis-
trict should be developed and proved to
be what Mr. Helms claimed. Mr. de Burgh,
the editor of "The West Australian," has
written a number of articles dealing with
Esperance Downs. I do not mind who
writes the articles, as long as he is favour-
able to my district and will help the
people there. I am grateful to Mr. de
Burgh.

Hon. A. A. 1f. Coverley: But you want
somebody to write about it who knows
something of it.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The number now
settled on Esperance Downs would not be
so great had it not been for those Press
articles. I have been talking since 1032
about tbe possibilities of the Downs, so
I will leave it at that, because there are
others now with agricultural experience
who know more about them than I do. They
are keen advocates for the district, as they
are prepared to put their money into it.
The competition for land there is sufficient
proof that people are convinced of its poa-
sibilites.

Dealing with shipping, I am not so
pleased. We have an Eastern Goldfields
committee, which has done everything pos-
sible to get a regular shipping service, but
the Shipowners' Association is a strong
one and does not frun its ships for the pur-
pose of developing the country, but to'make
a profit. Consequently, Esperance is by-
passed. It is 568 miles closer to the East-
ern Goldfields than is Fremantle. Our
goods are taken to Fremantle and then
conveyed by train to Esperance, which is
the natural port for the Goldflelds. It is
134 miles closer to Kalgoorlie than is Fre-
mantle and 350 miles closer to Norseman.
Salmon Gums is about 500 miles closer to
Esperance than to Fremantle. The only
thing for Goldields people and people at
Albany, Busselton and Bunbury to do is to
club together and buy a small vessel of
thel:- own to serve that part of the State.
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That seems to me to be the only way of
getting a regular service and securing re-
cognition of our natural port. It is not
that we have not done everything possible
in the matter.

As I said, the -Eastern Goldfields people
approached the Shipowners' Assoehition
on numerous occasions, but without. suc-
cess. The war probably put us back, other-
wise we might have gone a little further.
The people of Esperance sent Mr. Hench-
man, an enthusiastic advocate for a regular
service to Esperance, to the Eastern States
with a view to getting a regular shipping
service, but so far we have not got it. The
shipping companies say that if they could
get sufficient cargo they would consider
providing the service, but until we get a
service we cannot let them have the cargo.
At present qur business people only get a
service one month, another in three months
and yet another in four months, so it is
impossible for them to get their goods
through Esperanee.

The Chamber of Mines obtains everything
posiible through Esperauce because of the
great saving in cost, and the Lake View and
Star Company has gone as far as building
an nil tank of its own, which holds about
10,000 tons, equal to about 2,000,000 gallons.
That has been a great asset to the Golddields
generally because of the great saving made
-on oil. We should have a petrol depot there
also. The big companies are established in
the metropolitan area, and we have not been
able to secure the establishment of a depot
at Esperanee. If we had one, it would
mean a considerable saving to the people on
the Goldfields and throughout the mallee,
and generally through the hinterland of
Esperance.

Petrol costs Is. a gallon to cart to Salmon
Gurms, which means that it is is. dearer
there than in Perth, If we cannot have a
depot, there is no reason why we should not
have a flat rate for petrol throughout the
State, just as there is around the metropoli-
tan area; because the same price is charged
for petrol in the hills at Armadale, as at
Fremantle. If that ca be done, there is
no reason why we should not have a flat
rate throughout the State. I would not
mind in the slightest if we did not have a
-depot at Esperance, so long as we had to
pay only the same for our petrol in the

farming areas and onl the Goldfields as i
paid in the metropolitan area. That is a
Lair -request. The people who live under
hard, adverse conditions and produce the
real wealth of the country are obliged to
pay through th6 nose for everything they
get, which is not reasonable. I hope tie
Government wiill be able to impress on the
oil companies the need for the establishment
of depots at the outporta in order that
people in those areas may be able to obtain
this commodity at somewhere near the same
price as is charged in the metropolitan area.

I am pleased to say that we have a fish
cannery at Esperance, which has been a
great boon to the district. It employs about
34 people, which is very helpful to a small
place like Esperanee. I hope decentralisa-
tion will continue and that it will be realised
that the establishment of factories in small
centres is conducive to the production of
really good commodities. Fish is a product
which should he tinned immediately it is
taken. out of the water, if possible. There is
one disadvantage in connection with our
cannery. Most of the salmon comes from
Israelite Bay, and during the winter it is
not possible to get across.

As the industry is a very important one, it
behoves the Government to provide at least
a traficable road so that fish can be brought
direct from Israelite Bay instead of being
carted 250 miles further round to Ntorseman
and along the main road, which is uneco-
nomic. I would ask the Minister controlling
the Main Roads Department to give con-
sideration to that matter. I have seen the
Commissioner of Main Roads, and Y feel
that he is quite sympathetic. I hope he
will do something very soon, and that he will
have the backing of the Minister.

Esperance is one of the finest tourist
resorts in Western Australia but it needs
to be developed. The town has not the
accommodation that it ought to have. Even
so the influx from the Goldfields every year
is at least 3,000, and the number will in-
crease as time goes on. I hope the day will
come when some big financier will hild a
large hotel there, with at least 100 rooms, to
cater for visitors. If accommodation were
available, there would be tourists at Esper-
anee all the year. There is a fine climate
and plenty of sporting facilities. Every-
thing is conducive to an enjoyable holiday.
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I turn from Esperance to the mallee coan-
try, and in this connection would point out
that the Rural and Industries Bank has
given us every assistance possible, so that
the district has developed very soundly. A
few years ago there were only 4,000 or 5,000
sheep; today there are over 40,000. I want
to give credit to one man in particular-
Mr. C. T. Murray, the sheep expert of the
Rural and Industries Bank. He has always

,advocated the possibilities of that 'district
for sheep raising and maintained that there
would be a time when it would carry a very
great number of animals. That has come
to pass. In a few years the number of
sheep has increased from a few thousand to
more than 40,000. The country produes
sheep with very fine frames and very good
wool.

I am sorry the Minister for Lands is not
in the Chamber, because I want to speak of
the Esperance Downs. Mr. Murray
advised that land should be provided there
to which sheep could be sent.in summer-
time from the mallee. His opinion is that
the change of climate would lead to a
great improvement in the sheep and twice
as many could be carried. I hope the
Minister will give consideration to success-
ful malice farmers-and most of them are
successful-being given preference in the
taking up of a couple of thousand acres
within a reasonable distance of the road.
There will be plenty of land available
when it is surveyfed, but it is a long way
from the road. *'

We have a big problem down there and
I have been to the Public Works Depart-
ment about it. I refer to the dams. There
has not been much Tarn, and we wanted to
get the dams cleaned. But it has not been
possible. We had a contractor from
another district who put down several
dams, but he will not undertake to clean
them, and the cleaning of the dams is very
important. I am sorry some of our own
local people did not put them down. If
they could have had a tractor there is no
doubt they would have constructed the
dams and we would have had them cleaned.
The Public Works Department, I think,
has tried to do its best, but has not been
able to get hold ,of tractors or any other
plant.

Had we been able to get contractors to
assist the local farmers we could have done
so on the understanding that if they did

the dam sinking they should also clean out
the dams. They have no water there now.
There should never have been a water
problem in the district. Had there been
a key dam on each farm of 2,000 acres,
covered and with a pump, those settlers
would have had water. I might say that
water is most important. It is next to air.
We can do without food for a little while,
and without clothes, but we cannot do
without water for more than a few hours
on a hot day. The member for Kimberley
knows that.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: I have not
joined a nudist club yet.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I am sure the hon.
member, if he were perishing from thirst,
would join a nudist club in exchange for
a drink. The farmers in the mallee com-
plain about the price they have to pay for
petrol.' They want to know why a depot
has not been established at Esperance.
They also want to know why there should
not be a flat rate for petrol throughout
the State. I agree with them 100 per cent.
because I think we should do everything
possible to bring about decentralisation.

If we do not help these people they wilt
come to the city at the first opportunity so
that they can get the advantage of what-
ever amenities there are. They also com-
plain that their natural port is penalised
because of the freight rates applying
between Kalgoorlie, Norseman and Esper-
ance. The full freight has to be paid,
whereas the railage to F'remantle is tapered
off to 10 per cent. I shall read a
letter on that point that I received from
the Dundas Road Board. I am hoping that
something can he done for those people
who are producing the teal wealth and
helping to develop the State. The people
of Norseman gave a great welcome to the
Premier, but they were disappointed be-
cause they did not get anything they really
wanted. They asked for quite a lot but
unfortunately were unsuccessful. The only
thing they got was an increase in prices,
especially in regard to railway charges.

The Minister for Housing: The Premier
did not get his haulage rope.

Hon. E. NULSEN: We shall not say
anything about that. The Premier proved
himself to be a very fine sport. The joke
was not intended to go as far as it did.
Three or four of us knew about it, but he
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happened to slip through our fingers. I
felt a bit ashamed of myself. He proved
himself an absolute hport and, as a result,
I have a higher regard for him than before.
The Premier was shown the No. '2 dam,
which is a big one for a country town. It
holds about 3,000,000 gallons of water. All
that the people wanted the Government to
do was to clean it out. If that had been
done, the water would have been used for
the purpose of grassing the recreation
ground, which would have been beneficial
for the young people.

The Minister for Works: You have bad
your own way in regard to the matter you
are speaking of.

Hon. E. NULSEN: No, because if I had,
the dam would he cleaned out.,

The Minister for Works: It -should have
been cleaned out in your time, three years
ago. Arrangements have been made to
clean it out now.I

Hon. E. NL'LSEN: If that is so, I am
pleased to hear it, and I shall not say any
more about it. The Nundes Road Board
will find all the piping and equipment. Not
only will this he helpful from a recreation
point of view, but the school will benefit
as well. Dust from the recreation ground
is at presqent blown into the school yard.
It is even difficult for the children to study
because of it. The cleaning out of the dam
will mean that the contractors will not be
required to call periodically at the school
to cart away the tons of dust that accumu-
late there.

Mr. Hoar: I do not know why the
Minister spends all his time at Norseman.

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: I was surprised to
hear his remark, but I am very happy about
it. I do not think I shall be doing much
more growling now that he has promised
to do something for the No. 2 dam.

lion. A. R. G1. Hawke: Is this Govern-
ment going to do something at last?

The Minister for Lands: When did the
dam first start to silt up7I

Hon. E. NEILSEN: It has been silting up
for -years.

The Minister for Lands: You should have
got on to the member for Northern to clean
it out.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The new recreation
pround was created only two or three years
ago, and that is where the trouble is coming
from. If that ground could be grassed it
would save the school from being covered
with dust. I am alsQ glad to read that the
Minister for Works is in favour of a flat
rate for water.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where did you read
thatI

Hon. E. NtJLSEN: The Minister is re-
ported as having said this-

The Minister for Water Supply (Mr.
Doney) said yesterday that he favoured the
principle of a flat water rate throughout the
State, but the Government could Only ap-
proach this objective gradually.

I do not know what be means by that. I do
not see any obstacle at all. It is only a mat-
ter of calculation.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Kanownia is not in order in referring to
matters on the notice paper. V

Hon. E. NULSEN: I got this out of a
newspaper.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I draw the at-
tention of the hon. member to the item on
the notice paper dealing with uniform
watecharges.

Ron, E. NULSEN: I am sorry. I shall
not offend further. Norseman is our second-
best goldfield in this State, being next to
Kalgoorlie and Boulder, and has produced
no less than £10,000,000 worth of gold. That
area is therefore entitled to more considera-
tion than it has received, up to date.

The Minister for Housing: 'What is the
value of the pyrites production?

lion. E. NULSEN: I could not say off-
hand, bitt the pyrites is a valuable asset that
is helping in the manufacture of super.
There are millions of tons of it available
in that area. The people concerned there
would like to be sure of being able to truck
no less and no more than 700 tons per week
away. If they truck less away it is not an
economic proposition, and if they shift much
more they will not be able to be employed
full time.

The Minister for Railways: Has there
been any trouble about the supply of rail-
way trucks?

Hon. R. NULSEN: A little, hut I believe
the railways are doing their best and it is
a difficulty that can ba overcome once its



[25 AUGUST, 1949J 1457

seriousness is realised. When the previous
Government was in office the Minister for
Works promised that the road from Cool-
gardie to Norseman would be bituminised,
and eight miles of bitumen was put down,
but owing p the shortage of materials and
so on the present Minister has not continued
the work, which couples the road to the
Eastern Golihlds with the interstate road
at Norseman. I hope that work there will
soon be continued. There is7 a heavy plant
at present working on the roads between
Coolgardie and Southern Cross, and I trust
that 'when that job is finished the plant will
be taken to Coolgardie and used to finish the
work on the road from there to Norseman.

The Premier also visited Higgiasville, and
received a very warm welcome. He promised
the people there a water supply from the
main pipeline, but so far the necessary pip-
ing has not been available. At a deputation
since then the Premier promised to, assist
and the other day I received a letter saying
that it was thought the piping would be
available soon. When that scheme is imple-
mented the Fairplay mine will be able to
get into production. I have always been a
great advocate of support for our pros-
pectors, because without them there would
have been no gold production in this State.
The men who -blazed the tracks of the back
country in the early days missed very little.
They discovered the gold at Kalgoorlie,
taverton, Wiluna and so on, despite the fact
that in those days the natives were hostile
and water was extremely scarce.

Our present prospectors are entitled to
the best we can provide for them so long
as they are willing to do their job, There
are Many of them who are not 65 years of
age and they receive only the allowance of
30s. per week. Those over 65 years of age
are permitted to receive the allowance and
the old age pension also. I hope the Minister
for Mines will give further consideration
to the question of help for our prospectors,
who are doing a wonderful job on a very
meagre living allowance. Western Australia
has produced 52,533,494 fine ounces of gold,
worth over £301,000,000, which is indeed a
great deal of wealth. Every consideration
should be given to those who make possible
such production. I have no time for anyone
who will not work, provided he is physically
fit, and I would send such people to a settle-

ment in the North-West, if I had my way,
but I think that all who do useful work
should be paid a fair reward for it.

The goidmining industry has had it in the
neck from all directions in the last few
years. All the costs, wages and freights
have gone up considerably while the price of
gold has remained stationary at the ]evel
of 10 years ago. At that time the price per
ounce was £10 15s. 3d. and it has remained
stationary ever since. During that period the
costs of the industry have risen enormously,
so that it is now difficult, if not impossible,
for many low grade mines to carry on. If
th~e price of gold were higher or the costs
of mining a bit lower a great deal more
low grade ore could be utilized. As it is, only
the best of it will pay the cost of mining,
with the result that if things continue as
they are for long a great deal of ore that
could he treated will be lost for ever.

In the Eastern States the goldmining
areas have other industries that can support
the population if for any reason mining
ceases to pay, but that is not the case here.
I am worrying about all those people who
have their homes on the Goldfields and who
have their little bit of capital invested there.
Unless the mining industry receives some
form of assistance the mines will have to
close down much sooner than would other-
wise be the case. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has done ~a lot for the Goldfields
by removing the tax on gold, as well as the
tax on dividends and the duty on the oil
imported.

Mr. Yates: But the Commonwealth re-
ceives a good reward through handling the
gold.

Hon. E. NULSEN: It might reap some
reward from what is produced but, on the
other hand, it is up to the State Government
also to do something for the industry.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The State Gov-
erment bashed the goidmining industry by
putting up railway freights.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Yes, railway freights
affect not only the Goldfields area, but also
the wood contractors. For instance, down
the Esperance line all the wood freights have
increased as well as freights in connection
with mining timber. That has hit the min-
ing industry very hard. I know that Hon.
V. Johnson, M.H.R., is very gold-minded
and has done everything in his power to



1458 [ASSEMBLY.]

assist the industry. I have discussed the
position with him on many occasions and
he is out to help the industry in every pos-
sible way.

I ask this Government to give considera-
tion to a request not to increase railway
freights until there is an increase~ in the
price of gold or until the producers of gold
can sell on an open market. If these pro-
ducers are permitted to sell part of their
gold to say France, China or other countries,
they probably will be in a position to pay
the extra railway freights. However, at the
moment, they are not able to do so and
it will mean that the industry will be com-
pelled to close down years earlier than
otherwise would be the ease.

The Government could also assist by es-
tablishing an explosives magazine at Esper-
ance. As I have already pointed out,
Esperance is much closer to the Goldifelas
than Fremnantle and it would be a great
saving to the industry if the magazine could
be established at Esperance. I believe the
Goldfields use about 150 tons of explosives
per month. If a magazine is established at
Esperance it will be of considerable help
to the industry. The Chapiber of Mines
and the Chamber of Commerce have advo-
cated this course and both those institu-
tions have done everything possible to per-
suade the Government in that direction.

The Minister for Housing: Is that 150
tons for the Eastern Goldfields?9

Hon. R. NELSEN: Yes, 150 tons per
month. I have with me a communication
issued by the Chamber of Mines, Kalgoorlie.
It sets out the case for the goldmining in-
dustry. I feel that it will help people to
understand tbc positioa if I read this comn-
munication because the mining industry is
in a most serious position. I would like
everybody to know the facts and the read-
ing of this document will not take very
long.

The Minister for Railways: We have all
bad a copy of it.

Hon. E. NTILSEN: I would like the con-
tents of this communication to be recorded
in "Hansard" so that people will know
exactly what the Chamber of Mines thinks
of the position. The communication states-

This is the story of the goidmining indus-
try showing how it assisted the national war
effort and its decline over the years since
1942.

1. The discovery of gold in Australia in
the middle of the 18Sth century was the direct
means of populating this country on a scale
never seen before.

2. In the 1890's, when the, whole of Aus-
tralia was in the grip of a serious depression,
the discovery of gold in Western Australia
assisted in the subsequent economic recovery
and at the sme time was the direct cause of
a considerable rise in the State's population.

3. During the depression of 1931-1932
goldurining again came to the rescue of the
distressed economy of Australia.

4. From 1939 to 1941,.before the entry of
U.S.A. into the war and the beginning of
lend-lease, gold production was stimulated to
help pay for munitions and food supplied by
neutral nations.

5. From 1942 onwards the entry of U.S.A.
and the operation of the lend-lease enabled
the production of munitions and food to
proceed without the need for a foreign evi
change. The urgent need for gold production
ceased and the industry at the request of the
Government reduced its activities to the mini-
mum in order to free urgently needed man-
power for immediate munition and food
production and help build up the country's
Navy, Army and Air Force.

6. The enlistment of goldmining personnel
in the Armed Forces was equal to and prob-
ably greater than that for any other industry.

7. Large quantities of machinery of all
descriptions were released by the industry to
equip munition factories and help organise
mineral production.

S. With the cessation of lend-lease after
the end of hostilities tbe need for foreign
exchange began to bear on the country's
economy with ever-increasing effect and to-
day the whole world is suffering from trade
disorganisation due to the difficulties of
international exchange.

9. Gold is the only known answer to this
difficulty.

10. Paper currency and credit have for a
variety of reasons assumed tremendous pro-
portions.

11. This has resulted in a very great i.n-
crease in cost of all goods, sure evidence of
an inflated paper currency.

12. Sooner or lnter the price of gold in
terms of paper must be again adjusted in
relation to the cost of production.

13. Price of gold today is practically the
same as that received in 1940.

A'. Our opinion is that the time has come
to release restrictions on the marketing of gold
and permit producers to sell their product on
the world market as was done on a previous
occasion.
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Every other article produced is permitted to
be sold on the world's markets. Gold is not
permitted to be sold on the open market
because of the Bretton Woods Agreement.
That is most unfortunate. The pamphlet
continues-

What is the picture? Let's look at the
facts and figures. Production has dropped
to leas than half since 1939. Becauso lof
this, the money which the Goldfields has to
spend has also fallow.

Then there is a graph showing production
and spending. The production of gold,
dropped from £13,000,000 in 1940 to
f5,000,000 in 1948 and the spending power
dropped accordingly. The booklet con-
tinucs--

S~ince 1L936 costs have gone up from £6 4s.
7d. an ox. to £9 16s. 10d. The price of gold
has only risen from £5 13s. ld. No

-£10 15L. 3d.

From that it will be seen that the cost
to produce an ounce of gold in 1936. was
£6 4s. 7d. and in 1948 it had risen to
£9D 16s. 10d. It continues-

Cost of labour has risen; the price of gold
is fixed; dividends have tumbled,
Then follows a graph showing how the
dividends have tumbled and -wages have
gone up. It goes on-

While the nation's. income has been going
up, income from the gold industry has gone
down-purely because costs have risen and
the price of gold has remained stationary.
Other industries have benefited from price--
but not gold.

Then there are two graphs which indicate
national income and income from the gold
industry. They are entiled, "Less from
Gold lndustrjQ' To continue.

While the price of gold has been fixed by
the International Monetary Fund, and Aums-
tralia has abided by the fixed price, other
countries would willingly pay -us more for
our gold. Look at the prices we could get
if we were allowed to sell freely.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is not as easy
as that; there is not a great market.

Hon. E. NULSEN: There might not he,
but the prices which they can obtain in
other countries is colossal. In Siam at pre-
sent they are getting £29 10s. an ounce; in
Alexandria. £20 l8s.; Hong Kong, £20 5s.;
in France, £28 2s. 6d.; whilst in Perth they
are receiving only £10 15is. 3d. So it can
be seen that there is a great difference in
price. I am reading this to illustrate the
plight of the goldmining industry. The

Commonwealth Government has assisted in
every way possible, but the stumbling block
is the Bretton Woods Agreement.

Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke. Would those high
prices to which you referred he on the
black marketY

Hon. E. NULSEN: No, but as far as we
are concerned they would be. I think t'here
is a legal black market.

The Minister for Housing: In Australia?

Hon. E. NULSEN: No, in other coun-
tries, and I think the Minister for Housing
has probably' beard something about it.

The Attorney General: Hardly in Hong
Kong.

The Minister for Housing: Notvtaocording
to may cash balance.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Continuing the quota-
tioa-

If yea have followed us this far, you will
see: The industry has declined because of the
fixed price. Costs have risen. If the Gov-
ernment was agreeable: The plight of the
industry could be righted by permitting sales
in those countries paying more than U.S.A.
No other industry in Australia is suffering
the same injustice, If the gold industry was
forced to slow down, we would all suff er and
we would all have less to spend.

That gives members an idea. of the plight
of the industry. The information comes
from the Chamber of Mines which urges
the sale of gold on a free market. I do not
profess, to know the ins and outs of the
question, but I know that the industry has
been penalised owing to the existing state
of affairs. If we were to have another de-
pression, then the goldmining industry
would prosper although we would enter the
doldrums generally. But we do not want
that to happen and I am sure that the sys-
tem can be altered. It seems a pity that
in 1948 we produced only a little over
£7,000,000 worth of gold whereas we should
be producing over £12,000,000 worth,
which would make a great difference to the
dollar position. Not knowing what the
Bret ton Woods Agreement contains, I can-
not argue on it, but it seems to me that it
probably would' have been better if West-
ern Australia had not entered into that
agreement. I am afraid that the people in
the Eastern States are not gold-minded to
the same extent, for instance, as is the
menmher for Knlgoorlie, members represent-
ing goldfield constituencies or other mem-
bers of this House. The position is serious
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..and I again appeal to the Government to
see whether something cannot be done to
grant relief to the goldmining industry.

I will flow leave this question to turn my
attention to the Trans. line. I have been
travelling along that line since 1932 and
those employed on it are important people

t because tiley are preserving the foundations
of the transcontinental railway. They are
living under difficult conditions and in con-
sequence all members hare done their best
to get them some amenities. I can remember
in 1932, when they had hardly any houses
worthy of the name, and they were
not even allowed to put up windbreaks in
front of them because it would not look
well. N%

I venture to say that the housing along
the Trans. line now is probably 70 per cent.
better than that in the metropolitan area
and especially since the lion. V. Johnson
was elected to the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. They are now in possession of
modemn residences, equipped with wash-
houaes, bathrooms and fitted with wire
doors and refrigerators. They are entitled
to those amenities, and are now much more
contented than they were. They are served
by a refrigerated meat-van and can obtain
good meat whereas before it was often de-
livered to them in a bad condition. They
now desire a decent store-van, and when
they get that we feel that they will have
most of the amenities they require.

Mr. Nalder: Is that the responsibility of
the State Governmentl I

Hon. E. NULSEN: No, it is not; but
this is the only opportunity I have to ex-
press my views. It is a matter that con-
cerns the State Government because it is
responsible for schools all along the line,
and naturally it is interested in the people
who live within our borders. Those por-
tions of the Trans. line of which I speak
are within the State's border. I only hope
that those people will obtain the conditions
to which they are justly entitled. We bare
six good schools situated along the line and
the people generally are satisfied with them.
Between Golden Ridge and Reid there are
about 106 children attending school. At one
school about two years ago the children

*numbered 42. With the cooperation of the
Minister and the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, all the children along the Trans. line
have been concentrated into these five or

six schools. Those children are'now en-
joying opportunities they did not have a
few years ago.

I would like to refer to the A.B.C. news
service. People generally on the Trans, line
appreciate the A.B.C. talks, especially those
broadcast about 6.50 p.m. Their practice is
to finish their meals as soon as possible be-
cause they look forward to hearing the news.
When I was on the Trans. line about six
or eight months ago, they requested me to
ask Mr. Paul Wood, who is in charge of
the A.B.C. at Kalgoorlic, if the time oc-
cupied by those talks could be extended,
because these people get all their news
through that medium, and the wireless is
a godsend to them. So it is to be hoped
that the A.B.C. will be able to grant their
request, especially for the convenience of
residents generally in the outback country.
I say that because those talks are not only,
enjoyed by people along the Trans. line but
also by prospectors and squatters living
north of the line at Laverton and Erlistoun.
All those people look to the A.B.C. for news
and information. The A.B.C. is playing a
%,cry important part in the life of the people
outback,7 to a much greater extent from the
personal standpoint than applies in the
metropolitan area.

Now -we come to the "cobwebs" of 21/2
years ago. The Wise Government made
provision for new hospitals to be built.
These included seven regional hospitals, but
I learn that of those only one has been dealt
with-and that is at Pinjarra.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Strangel
Hon. E. NTJLSEN: In this respect the

Government has fallen down on its job and
has failed to honour the promises made. I
know it has had difficulties that stood in
the way, but I feel that Ministers were not
honest in their election campaign prior to
their taking office. The promises they made
have been fualfilled to a very meagre extent
only. The Labour Government intended to
make additions to 34 hospitals but very little
has- been done in that respect, considering
what members of the present Government
said they would do. When I was Minister
for Health, the then Treasurer in the
Labour Government agreed to finance the in-
stallation of hot water systems in all hos-
pitals. 'Very little has been done by the
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present Administration in that regard. Only
meagre attempts have been made to install
sewerage or septic tank systems.

Then there is the air conditioning of
nurses quarters, especially in the country
areas. Nothing has been done in that direc-
tion that I know of. I was concentrating
on two hospitals where necessary work
should have been done. The Leonora hos-
pital is one. The kitchen there is a little
bell and the nurses' quarters consist' of a
room 6 by 8. It is terrible to contemplate,
but very little has been done to improve
those Conditions. Another very important
country hospital is that at Lake Grace. I
hear that the foundation stone for the new
building is about to be laid. The hospital
there serves a, very large area. When the
Labour Government was in power, if im-
provemnents and additional amenities were
necessary for a district hospital, irrespective
of the political representation of the area,
those requirements were attended to. I find
that nothing is done along those lines' now.

The Attorney General: Look at what is
being done at Leonora and remember that
£80,000 is being spent at Lake Grace.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: It is not yet spent.
The Attorney General: The work is going

on-

Hon. E. KIJLSEN: That may be.
The Minister for Railways:- It is four

years since I approached you about the Lake
Grace hospital.

Iron. E. NTJLSEN: I agree, and what did
I tell the Minister?

The Minister for Railways: You promised.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The matter would
have been attended to had the Labour Gov-
erment remained in offiee.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You people
voted us out.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: The Treasurer of the
day made no bones about making the money
available.

The Minister for Railways: I am not
speaking ahout the Treasurer in your Gov-
ernment.

Eton. E. NIJLSEN: There are other hospi-
tals in the country areas that require atten-
tion as well as that at Lake Grace. There
are hospitals nearer home. For instance,
there is the King Edward. Memorial Hospital

for Women. Certainly some work is in pro-
gress there, but it is long drawn out. The
Labour Government promised to provide
additional nurses' quarters there immiedi-
ately, and I had every anticipation that that
work would have been completed by now.

Frm what I can see, that stage will not be
reached for at least another two years. I
am surprised that the present Minister for
Health has fallen down on his job and has
failed to provide more accommodation at
such an important institution as the King
Edward Memorial Hospital for Women,

The Attorney General: The work is pro-
ceeding quite fast there at the present time,
and you know it.

Hon. E, NULSEN: I do not know it.
The Attorney General: Then you should.
Hon. E. NTJLSEN: It seems to me that

the progress is very slow indeed. It would
not suit me if I were the M1inister.

Hfon. F. J. S. Wise: Anything suits the
present Minister]I

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: Then there is the
tub erculosis hospital at Wooroioo. Nothing
has been done about that-or at least very
little. Dr. Henzell definitely promised the
Government that, if the necessary facilities
and x-ray apparatus were installed, he
would he able to reduce the incidence of
tuberculosis in Western Australia to a mini-
mum, comparable with that of pneumonia
and other ailments. Nothing much has been
done in that regard. Had the Labour Gov-
ernment remained in office much more would
have heen accomplished. Had the position
been reversed and the Minister was now on
the Opposition side of the Chamber and the
present situation had arisen, we would have
heard all about it.

The Attorney General: You would have
done nothing for housing and concentrated
on public buildings, would you?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise:. Thqt is nice coining
from you!I

Hon. A. ff. Panton: Have you read the
report on regional hospitals?

The Attorney General: I know all about
that.

Hon. A. I. Panton: You have not heard
about it!I I will tell you something later on.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Under the existing
conditions and considering the inister has
been in office for nearly three years, it is
all very unsatisfactory. The disabilities
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allowance is still being collected by nurses.
If the position had been rectified, that allow-
ance would have been cut out by now. What
has the Government been doing in the last
two and half years?

Hlon. A. H. Panton:- Brushing the "cob-
webs" away.

Hon. E. NULSEN: Ts this neglect due to
the shortage of manpower and materials?

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Shortage of ideas.

Hon. E, NULSEN: Had the Government
carried out the ideas of the Wise Admnini-
stration, it would have been much better;
but as it is, very little has been done.

The Attorney General: I will show you
round one of these days.

Hon. E2. NULSEN: I shall be glad to be
shown round.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You will have to be
careful.

Ron. E2. NULSEN: Dining the time I was
Minister for Health, the Under Secretary,
Mr. Stitfold, who is a very energetic officer,
launched a scheme for procuring 800 nurses
and we tried to get 250 of them from Great
Britain. I do not know what has been done
in that direction. I do not think any effort
has been made since the Wise Government
left office.

The Attorney General: The nursing posi-
tion has improved immeasurably.

lion. A. H. Panton: Considering eal the
nurses who were discharged. from the Army
and other services, it should have.

Hion. F. J. S, Wise: The Minister would
not think of that.

The Attorney General: There certainly are
some Army nurses.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I san reminded that
26 private hospitals have closed their doors
within the last year or two. What is the
Minister doing about that? We want more
numses, and not enough are being trained.

The Attorney General: You evidently have
not 5tudied the figures, and you should have
before speaking like this.

Mr. May: The figures regarding hospitals
to be closed are all right.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I have not studied the
figures because I have not got them.

The Attorney General: You would not
take the trouble to inquire.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I got my informiation
from nurses themselves. The Minister may
know that I have some relatives who are
nurses, and I know from them that the posi-
tion is far from satisfactory.

The Attorney General: They would not
know the over-all picture.

Hon. U2. NTJLSEN: They know it is not
satisfactory. What has the present Gov-
ernment been doing? Ministers may use
words to defend themselves, but their actions
will prove otherwise. Leaving the question
of nurses alone-

E1on. A. H. Fanton:- Do not leave them.
Stick to them!1

H-on.. E. NULSEN: Other facilities that
arc necessary for hospitals have not been
provided. For instance, they are still short
of sterilizing apparatus. The Government
has done nothing in that regard. The memn-
her for Greenough has twd hospitals in his
electorate and the conditions in those institua-
tions are far from satisfactory.

'Mr. Brand: That is so.

Hon. E. NIILSEN: What has been done?
Nothing! I shall leave the subject at that,
although I feel rather despondent because
more has not been done for our hospitals.
I thought that when the Government took
office it would keep its election promises and
that we would find it difficult to have any-
thing to complain about. Nothing has been
done with regard to establishing a Chair
of Medicine. This is a most important mat-
ter. There is a shortage of nurses and
before long, unless something is done to
Prevent it, we shall have a shortage of
doctors also. Dr. C. E. Cook, in speaking
on this subject, said, inter alia-

The shortage of doctors could be partly
*ascribed to the reduced number of men who
went through medicine during the war years,
to the increased demand for doctors in public
hospitals in the Eastern States, and to the
greater number engaged in post-graduate
work other than practice. Greater numbers
of doctors had left for post-graduate istudies
in other States, the United Kingdom and the
United States duriag the last two years than
would have been the case had the opportunity
been available during the war years.

Medical schools in the Eastern States were
at present at the limit of their capacity for
the intake and training of students. With
the increase in population and extension of
services, the expectation was that the Eastern
States could absorb their output of graduates.
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The position is serious. The Wise Govern-
ment did have it thoroughly investigated by
Professor Mc~allum of the Melbourne Uni-
versity. Upon the completion of his investi-
gation he iccommended that something
should be done at once, even if it were of
a temporary nature. However, nothing has
been done in that direction. I do -hope
the 'Government will give earnest considera-
tion to establishing a Chair of Medicine
even if the students must be housed in a
temporary building.

The position of the Railway Department
is anything but rosy. Administrative costs
have, been increased in an astounding
manner; they have gone up hundreds
per cent. In addition, freights have
been raised considerably, yet there is
still a big deficit. I do not know where the
department will get under its present ad-
ministration. I am hoping that something
will be done, but the position is getting
steadily -worse every day. Had the Labour
Party been in power and the Government
members sitting in Opposition, what a fear-
ful howl there would have been from this
side!

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: But the railways
would not have been' in the position they
are had Labour been in power.

Hon. E. bflLSEN: But the Government
is doing nothing about it;, the Minister seems
to be quite happy.

The Minister for Railways: I am happy
about your cynical remarks.

Hon. E. NELSEN: I am not cynical. Tf
a private firm were running the railways
on the same lines and eoul4 not balance its
budget, it would not, be long before it was
out altogether. As I said, costs have been
increased. Administrative costs were vol un-
tarilv increased from £2,000 to £7,000 per-
annum, while other increases were granted
without reference to the Arbitration
Court. Freight charges for wheat have risen
considerably. I have here some figures which
I shall quote-

Wheat.

Miles.
100
200
400

1947.
s. d
10 11
14 1
24 0

1948.
9. d.

13 8
16 I1
27 7

1949.
a. d.

is8 i
25 5
36 10

Superphosphate.
1947. 1948.

Mile~s. s. d. a. d.
100 . . . 4 1 5 1
20 . 6 2 7 5
400 . 10 4 11 11

1949.
a. d.

10 2
16 5
24 9

There is also an increase of 2,71/ per cent.
in freight on other goods, but there is no
sign of balancing the budget. I often won-
der whether the Minister for Railways has
analysed the position and whether he has
given consideration to road transport. I
do not think he has, because otherwise his
deficit Would not be nearly as big as it is.

I ant very displeased about the East
Perth power station. I have here a report
from Mr. Edmondson, dated the 2nd Feb-
ruary, 1949, to the then Acting Minister
for Railways. He refers to the East Perth
plant as "old and inefficient." Had it not
been for this report I would not have come
into the battle at all, but his ill-considered
comment is, in my opinion, an insult to the
previous Government, as well as to the pre-
vious management of the station. The old
station bad been there for 30 years and
had passed its heyday. But the "A"
station was still doing a very effective job
and was producing 33 per cent. of the elec-
tricity used in this State, leaving 67 per
cent. to be produced by the "B" station.
For anybody to say that that station is in-
efficient is foolish. Of course it was doing
its job! There was no question about that.
But the doctor was iopffic Lent. Hle did not
know his job. Every little 'breakdown was
advertised and an attempt was made to
make political capital out of it-

11r. Triat: What qualifications as an else-
trical engineer has he?

Ron. E. NTJLSEN: Hfe has no qualifica-
tion, because he had no experience at all
in the generation of electricity other than
what he obtained at Gwahia, and a gas en-
gine was used there.

The Minister for Works: Have you
troubled to make inquiries about the mat-
ter you are discussing?

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: I made all inquiries,
and what I say here will be nothing other
than the truth. I have seen his letters but
I do not Place much importance on letter.
Good gracious! What has he done?

Mr. May: Nothing.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister should

go to sleep again.
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Eon. E. NULSEN: He has darned nearly
ruined the East Perth power station on ac-
count of his inefficiency. Every engineer
on the plant knows more about the East
Perth power station and the generation of
electricity than does the manager and chief
engineer.

The 'Minister for Works: You are ex-
tremely foolish to say that, in the circum.-
stances.

Hon. B. NULSEN: I am rather careful
about what I do say.

The Minister for Works: I do not think
you are.

Ron. E. NULSEN: I am not foolish in
saying these things. I think the Minister
was foolish when he made his recommenda-
tion, espeeially as the Minister knew this4
man had no experience in the generation
of electricity. The Minister must htve
known that. If not, be should not have
been in the office.

The 'Minister for Works: I knew the posi-
tion and will make reference to it by and
by.

H~on. E_ N1JLSEN: Great strides have
been made in power stations and generat-
ing plants, but the "A'' station, when Mr.Taylor left the job-anid he was an efficient
engineer-was in good running order and
doing good work.

The 'Minister for Works: You do not
know that. You were told it.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: I am not an electrical
engineer and did not try the plant, but I
got my information from a very reliable
authority.

Ifon. JT. B. Sleeman: You are not under
eross-erami nation, anyway.

Hon. R. NULSEN: For every 3 lb. of cool
the "A" station produced a kilowatt; but
the "B" station used only 1%/ lb. of coal
to proditce one kilowatt. The "B" station,
however, was opened only in 19.30, and it
had the highest thermal efficiency of any
station in Australia. The Minister said
that the East Perth power station was a
wreck. Why was it a wreck?

The M1inister for Works: You tell us!

Hon. E. NULSEN: What caused it to be
a wreckI Of course it was not a neck?
That was grossly untrue. The trouble was
due to Mir. Edmondson. I am not speaking
of his character, but only of his qualifica-

tions. He did not have the qualifications
of an electrical engineer. He did not have
the experience. He would be what one
would call, without being rude, a glorified
linesman.

The Minister for Works: Without being
rude, you would cell him that, would you?

Hon. E. NL'LSEN: One could not call
him anything else.

The Minister for Works: You amaze met

Hon. E. NULSEN: He has not had the
experience.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Don't you make him
rude!1

Hon. A. H. Panton: Mr. Edmondson
might be all right when he grows up.

Hon. E. NJL BEN: The Minister said
that the East Perth power station was old
and inemfcient. Why? Because there had
been a breakdown. That breakdown was
caused through the rotor being only partly
rewound instead of being completely re-
wound. I -venture to say that had Mr. King,
who is a verk fine engineer, had someone
with him like Mr. Taylor, a man of experi-
ence, the rotor would have been rewound
completely, and the tiles of the floor would
not have been shaken to such an extent that
the people working there felt impelled to
seek protection and formed a deputation
to ask that the place be closed down be-
cause they feared their lives would he lost.
They were in danger. He also complained
of the condition of the boilers and said that
they should have been taken doww~and over-
hauled. ,That was a grave and vicious
attack on the Chief Inspector of Machinery:
because had they needed an overhaul it
would have been his duty to have them
overhavled, and that would have been done.

This only goes to show that the manager
and chief engineer was really a tyro; he did
not have the experience. No doubt he passed
an examination in Kalgoorlie but not as an
electrical engineer. .The other letters he has
are similar to those awarded to a K.C. or a
J.P. Such letters are merely conferred by
some institution without any examination
having been passed. They are allotted as
the result of a recommendation, and snob
letters are really worth nothing.

The Minister for Works: I think you are
trying to be funny, are you not?
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H-on. E. NEULSEN: I am not trying to
he funny at all! But I know the Minister
did heed those letters, and I will tell him
in a few minutes when he did so. The Gov-
ernment said it was very concerned about
the power station; that it was a legacy from
the past. I am perfectly sure that had Mr.
Taylor been in charge, we would not have
had this trouble at all, because he had the
experience and knew the plant. Break-
downs have occurred ever since the station
began; but when you get a doctor who
doe9 not understand his work, the patient
suiffers and has to be put to bed, and he
(lies ultimately unless tended by somaeone
else with more knowledge.

'Mr. Hegney: The situation is certainly
grave.

Hon, E. NULSEN: Mr. Edmondson of-
fen'ied against all the ethics of the engineer-
ing profe".ion in casting reflection on the
past administration;, on his colleagues, as
it were; on engin6ers with experience. I
do not know what the Minister thinks of
that,

The Minister for Works: I do not know
either,

H-on. A. H. Panton: You would not ex-
pect him to think at all at this time of
night, surely!

Hon. E. NULSEN: So far as the electri-
city position is concerned, Mr. Taylor has
always been very anxious, In 1939 he came
to me, not long after I had been appointed
Minister, and said that another station
should be built not at East Perth, but at
Fremantle, because there was insufficient
'water at East Perth for cooling purposes.
I told him he had better submit plans and
specifications. He did so and they were
placed before the Commissioner of Rail-
ways. The Commissioner had them for a,
while and later they came back to the Gov-
ernment, -which, at its first opportunity,
sent Mr. Taylor to England to call tenders
in connection with the establishment of the
new station. The tenders were for two sets
of machinery only. Who would know more
about the design and the specifications of the
new station than Mr. Taylor? No-one! Yet
the State Electricity Commission must have
reeommend~d Mr Edmondson for his posi-

tion as manager and chief engineer, The
Government has not investigated the posi-
tion as it should.

I lake exception to any man: because of
his own mistakes, casting a reflection on past
Administrations and saying that the position
was a legacy handed on by another Govern-
meat. This Government might not have had
much choice. Perhaps the position was the
reward Mr. Edmondson wanted for persuad-
ing the City Council to sell the Electricity
and Gas Department to the Government.

The Attorney General: That is a stupid
su ggestion.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I do not see anything
stupid about it.

The Attorney General: We had to take
over those officers.

Hon. E.- NULSEN: If the Attorney Gen-
eral had to take over the officers of the Elec-
tricity and Gas Department,, what has he
against us?

The Atto rney General: Nothing, but we
are acting on their advice.

Hon. E. NtJLSEN: Now I am getting
somewhere. I am surprised they made the
recommendation. Such an important posi-
tion should have been advertised. Those in
charge of the Snowy River scheme are ad-
vertising in all the papers for engineers at
£C2,500 per annum. Not only must the appli-
cants have qualifications by examination, but
experience as well.

Hon. A, H. Panton: There will be a lot
of our engineers missing when that is fixed
lip.

Hon. E. NELSEN: That might be so. I
feel now, from the interjection of the At-
torney General, that the recommendation
came from the State Electricity' Commis-
sion. I am really surprised because the East
Perth power house is most important to
Western Australia. We should have the best
and most experienced men. I do not want
members to, think I am reflecting on Mr.
Edmondaon's integrity. I am not, but on
his experience. He has been distributing
electricity for the Perth City Council for
the last 25 years.. That being so, how could
he have experience in generating electricity?
Now he seems to be the whole works. He is
the general manager and the chief engineer;
he is a member of the State Electricity
Commission, and vice-Chairman. Who is his
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boss? He goes from Caesar to Caesar. Per-
lisps he goes to the Minister who might be
outside the Commission.

The position is worthy of reprimand. The
Minister for Works should be rather humble
owing to the state of affairs he has created
because of the importaxice of the East Perth
power house in generating electricity for
the industries of The State, and also because
of the inconvenience the people have had to
put up with and the huge amount of money
that has been lost through inexperience. T
challenge the Minister, when he is replying,
to tell us where the General Manager and
Chief Engineer of the State Electricity
Commission has had his experience.

The Minister for Works: Remind me of it
later, and I shall tell you.

Ron. E. NULSEN: If I 'have to remind
the Minister, there is something wrong. If
our positions were reversed he would not
have to rewind me. On top of all this, when
the Perth City Council 'was satisfied the
Government was going to take over the lc-
tricity and Gas, Department, it had a re-
commendation from the Finance Committee
to the General CoMmittee that Mr. Edmond-
son's salary be raised by £-500 a year. That
makes one doubt even the probity of local
government. Or was that to be a reward for
his recommendation to his council that the
Government be allowed to take over the de-
partment? I feel rather grieved because
while I was Minister we had very little
trouble there as we had a man who, had ex-
perience in the generation of electricity. If
the Government wants efficiency and har-
mony it should appoint a qualified man as
,chief engineer of the Commission; or ap-
point a recognised firm of consulting engi-
neers to advise. We cannot toy with this
position; we cannot have a tyro thete.

I come now to South Fremantle. Mr. Tay-
lor worked out the plans and specifications
for that power house, and now the Govern-
ment has, appointed somebody who knows
nothing about the design and operation of
power stations. Who are the contractors to
consult in order to carry out their contracts
in accordance with the plans and specifica-
tions? There is no-one there with experi-
ence. There is a young fellow at South Fre-
mantle and be is doing a fine job, but he has
bad no experience in the construction of the
power house. There is, however, something

that the contractors look to in carrying out
their contracts with efficiency, and that is
the prestige of their companies. But there
is no-one to see that every washer, nut and
screw is put in according to specifications.
Although I cannot use names, some engi-
neers are not very pleased with the position
there for that reason.

The Minister for Works: Incidentally,
you are not trying to make trouble, are
you?

Hon, E. NULSEN: No. I want to pro-
tect the people of this State and see that
some efficient person is put in charge of the
power station, Had the Minister appointed
Mr. King as Chief Engineer, he would not
have had any trouble thereti do not blame
Mr. King for getting ou4. Why should he
be under the control of someone who knows
nothing about the work? I cautioned the
Minister. I had a little talk with him about
the position and I said, "If I were you, I.
would ask Mr. Taylor to stay on as Chief
Engineer until such time as South Fre-
mantle is established."

The Minister for Works: Did I take any
notice of you?

Hon. E. NULS EN: No, unfortunately.
Had the Minister looked to the future, he
would have taken some notice, and lie would
not then have had the trouble lie lies now,
and the People would not have beep so in-
convenienced because Mr. Taylor knew every
bolt and screw in that power station and
designed and constructed it.

The Attorney General: East Perth?
Hon, E. N-ULSEN: Yes.
The Attorney Generat: What a blunder

that was!
The Minister for Works: Where did you

get your informationi
Hon. E. NULSEN: It does not matter

where I got it, because it is reliable
and I know what I am talking about. The
Minister said M1r. Edmondson had the quali-
fications and that the Government had con-
fidence in him, but it was not long after
his appointment that, during the Christmas
holidays when they were overhauling the
generator at the East Perth power station
and the rotor had to be rewound, the trouble
started. Then Mr. Edmondson turned round
and sent a report to the Minister condemn-
ing the past Government and Administra-
tion, and telling the people of the State that
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the East Perth power station was a wreck.
I think it was deplorable and against all
the rules of professional etiquette for Mr.
Edmondson to put up a report such as that.

The Attorney General: You have broken
a few rules tonight, attacking the integrity
of certain people.

Hon. E. NULSEN: The Attorney General
is wrong. I am attacking a man's lack 6f
experience and his inability to do the work
of the position to which he has been ap-
pointed.

The Attorney General: You suggested
more than that.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I did not, but I do
suggest that the people of the State would
not have been so inconvenienced had it not
been for the blander of the Government in
making that appointment.

The Minister for Works: I will admit
that you did not attack the integrity of any-
one, but nierly his qualifications.

Hon. E. NIJLSEN: That is so. Mr.
Edmondson could have been kept on as dis-
tributor of electricity and he would have
made a good job of that. I do not say that
he is a bad administrator, although he had
a very simple job when be paid only %4d.
a unit for electricity and was able to sell
it for a far higher price. I know he has
not had the necessary cxpeience as am
electrical engineer, and I hope something
will be done to remedy the position. I trust
that the Government will heed 'my request
regarding the East Perth power station, be-
cause I am serious about it and am per-
fectly satisfied that until we have a quali-
fled and thoroughly experienced electrical
engineer in charge there, we will always
have trouble with our electricity supply.
Every qualified engineer working at the
East Perth power station has more experi-
ence and knowledge of the, generation of
electricity than has the man who is general
manager and chief engineer.

MR. FOX (South Frenlantle) [9.35J: 1
hope the Government will be reasonable and
show decent consideration for members of
the staff of the House and for the "Hlansard"
staff and officers of Parliament. We all
know that the staff have to work late
at night. -They have to work hard and can-
not lie in bed in the morning, as members

can. I think we should knock off a little
earlier and give our officers, and particularly
the "Hansard" staff, a rest in order to foster
their strength so that they may continue
their arduous duties in the morning.

The Mtinister for Housing: You have a
good opportunity to be brief tonight.

Mr. FOX: On Tuesday night, the member
for Irwin-Moore delivered a homily on mem-
bers on this side of the House. He put
himself on a high pedestal of rectitude and
criticised members on this side for what
they had to say about members of the Gov-
ernment. I am not attempting to defend
any member on this side of the Chamber.
I am not like the member for Irwin-Moore,
who took a brief to defend the Attorney
General, a K.C., who should be able to de-
fend himself, as should also the Premier. I
think members on this side of the Chamber
are quite able to defend themselves.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The member for
Irwin-Moore is a Government apologist.

Mr. FOX: He is like the pharisee in the
parable who went up to the Temple and
put himself above everybody else and did
not do anything wrong. The member for
Irwin-Moore is pure, but he does not disso-
ciate himself from members of that side of
the Chamber who vilified members of the
previous Government in every possible way
in order to get on to the Treasury Bench.
They were Dot particular about what they
said. He cannot dissociate himself from
members on that side, because he said there
was complete harmony among them, and that
postulates that he agrees with everything
they have done and with all the tripe that
they put over before and during the last
election. I repeat, it was nothing but tripe.
He must also agree with the stuff that is
put over the air by his Party. I do not
know how much it is costing, but it must be
a great deal and we can all make a pretty
good guess as to where the money comes
from.

A man is known by the company he keeps,
and the hon. member cannot dissociate him-
self from others opposite. He has made an
endeavour to satisfy the Chamber that he is
absolutely pure, but I doubt whether he has
satisfied even himself. As to the great amity
existing between the Government Parties,
and the great cohesion and perfect under-
standing, I have a couple of extracts from
reports of speeches by members of the
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Country Party and other Government
Parties. It is hard to keep track of the
Parties to which they belong. One report of
a speech by Mr. Barrett Lennard on the 8th
July last is as follows:-

He regretted that the C.D.L. had found it
necessary to remain apart from the L.C.L. He
urged every delegate and L.C.L. supporter to
concentrate their energies on something more
important than internecine troubles. The
vital task was to defeat the socialist Chifley
Government. If the socialists were returned
to power, it would be a calamity for Aus-
tralia.
Fancy that!1 Another report reads-

Victorian Rift. Spirited C.P. Meeting, Mel-
bourne. The Country Party will retain its
identity. The Liberals will not beat us. There
will always be a Country Party.

Of what does that remind one? When Eng-
land was at death grips with Germany in
the greatest fight the two nations have ever
bad, someone was inspired to write the song
"Theme Will Always Be an England." I
hope a poet will arise from the ranks of the
Country Party to give us a similar song
entitled "Theme Will Always Be a Country
Party." That shows.the amity and friend-
ship that exists between the L.C.L., *or
Liberal Party, and the C.D.L., or Country
Party, whichever names they happen to bear
at the moment. Then we have the member
for Beverley.

Ron. J. 1B. Sleeman: To what Party does
he belong?

Mr. FOX: I think he is a member of the
LC.L. at present. When speaking the other
night the member for Beverley said, "I am a
democrat. I belong to a democratic Party."
I wonder if he has ever analysed the mean-
ing of the word "democrat." I do niot sup-
pose he has ever done so. The word "demo-
crat" comes from a Greek word "demoeratia"
which means "Demos" the people and
"Kratos" which means power. This is the
meaning given in the dictionary:-

That form of Government in which the
sovereignty of the State is vested in the
people and exercised by them either directly
or indirectly by means of representative in-
stitutions in a collective sense.
That is the meaning of demdcraey. It does
not mean a Government by some of the
people, but a Government by all of the
people. What chance has this Chamber of
getting any legislation put on the statute
book if another place says that it should
not be put there? Do members call that
democracy?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: No.
Mr. FOX: The soldiers went away to

fight and the majority of them do not have
property to qualify for votes for the
Legislative Council. Those men went away
and fought for their country and for demo-
cracy, but members on the other side of the
Chamber are not democratic enough to give
them votes unless they have property.
What about the thousands of single 'men
throughout the country? They are tax-
payers' And the single women who pay
tax, what about them? It is an axiom of
Government that there should not be taxa-
tion. unless the person taxed has a say in
the government of the country. I realise
that we do not have very much say as far as
income tax and other taxation is concerned,
hut it does not alter the fact that those
people are paying taxation and they are not
being given votes for the Legislative Coun-
cil. Yet members opposite have the hide to
call themselves a democratic Party. I think
they should study the word and try to
understand what it means.

In any ease the member for Beverley is
in pretty good company because the Minis-
ter for Housing, when speaking to the Com-
mercial Travellers' Association, had some-
thing similar to say. I have the extract
with me but I do not intend to quote it.
He told them what a great country this was
to be in. I area that it is a fine country-
the best in the world-but withholding the
franchise from so maiiy people in Western
Australia is a blot on the British form of
government.

The Minister for Housing: I said that
members of Parliament were hard working
people. I did not say that they stayed in
bed in the morning.

Mr. FOX:- I do not suppose I stay in had
for long myself either. However, nothing
could knock out State Governments in
Western Australia more quickly than the
refusal of the Government and the Legisla-
tive Council to grant adult franchise to the
people of this State. Everybody should be
given an opportunity to vote and say what
laws shall be put on the statute took of
Western Australia.

I have another extract with me and it is
called "News and Views." It is written by
the hank employees' anti-socialization move-
meat. Members on the Government side of
the Chamber talk about under-production,
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but I would like to know how many men are
engaged in printing tripe of this kind. f
would, he willing to bet that the bank
employees do not pay for the cost of the
printing.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The member for
Sussex could tell you that.

Mr. FOX: I know that bank employees
are given time off for the Purpose of
organizing against the Chifley Government.
They do not do that without pay and their
wages arc found by the bank associations.
( do not blame these men because I suppose
they are entitled to do it if they want to.
However, to put out such tripe as this and
gay that it is on behalf of the Bank
Employees' Association is getting pretty
low. These are some of the things they
have to say in this "News and Views." It
states-

First of all, you cannot leave Australia
withdnt a passport. Neither are you free to
go out of the country unless you have satis-
fied the income tax people.
What a horrible thing to say! Do they
want to get away without paying their in-
come tax?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Of course they do.
Mr. FOX: This article con tinues-
These restrictions might, in time, even

apply to travel between States.
They ought to know that there is restric-
tion of travel between the States if one
person owes another person money. If I
owe the Minister for Housing £20 or £30
and I am getting out of the State he can
prevent me from leaving until I pay him.

The Minister for Housing: Allow me to
correct you. I cannot even do that since
Federation started.
* Mr. FOX: If a man owes another money
be cannot leave the State unless the per-
son to wvhoin he owes the money permits
him to go. He can prevent him from leav-
ing by taking out a summons and the per-
son owing the money must satisfy his debt
before he leaves the State. Here is an-
other piece of tripe--

If you don't want to start in business on
your own, but work at certain trades, -vou
cannot do so unless -you belong to the union
of the particular trade you choose.
What a horrible crime! They do not want
people to belong to unions but they -want
the unions to do all the fighting for better
wages and conditions and then these people
coan step in and get the benefit for nothing.

1523

I do not believe that is the opinion of a
banking employees' association. That is
the opinion of the bosses who employ themn.
They are putting this stuff out in the as-
sociation 's name. I claim that I would be
correct in saying that 99 per cent, of the
bank clerks belong to the Bank Officers'
Association, and I do aot believe for one
moment that the tripe contained in this
paper represents the sentiments of the
bank clerks. I would say that the bank
officials who associate themselves willingly
wvith this tripe are toadying to the heads
and looking for promotion. When I say
willingly, I do so with the kno'wledge that
it may not be healthy to be hostile. Most
of us on this side of the House have had
a long association with industrial unions,
and we know that not very many years ago
every man who took a prominent part in
union matters had to watch his step for
fear of getting the sack. It is not so bad
today because the unions are more organised
and they arc able to stand up and see that
a man is not unjustly put out of his job.

Yet this paper advises men not to join a
union. What are the bank officials to do
when they want an increase in wages?
Will they go to the bank managers to have
their claims adjusted? Will they be able
to do that without any trouble? After
rending that paper one would think that
all they had to do was to go to the bank
managers, put up their claims and they
would be adjusted without any trouble.
But, when these men have been dissatisfied
with conditions they have gone to the trade
union movement for assistance. They have
not gone to the bankers or any employers'
federation. They went to the secretary of
the Australian Labour Party. In the first
place it was the late Percy Trainer who
took their first ease for them and later
Tom Davies, who was the then general see-
retnry, of the A.L.P. Fred Sehnaars, who
was the organiser for the Clerks' Union
at the time, took another ease. In that
instance most of the banks held out until
the 11th hour before they agreed to increase
any wages or improve conditions. All but
one held out and the advocate for the bank
clerks hed to go into the court and put up
his case. Only last week, or the week be-
fore, Don Willesee-one of Labour's future
senators-took a case for the banks' clerks.

Air. Bovell: Which was the one bank con-
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Mr. FOX: The Bank of Adelaide. That
was a bank that held out. The bank clerks
would have lagged behind all other workers
if it tbad not been for the trade union move-
ment that brought them up to their present
standards. They did not make one applica-
tion to the Court on their own.

Mr. Bovell: But the bank officers have
not attacked the trade union movement.

Mr. FOX: They have attacked it by say-
ing, "You cannot work at a trade unless
you belong to a union." That constitutes
the grievance of the Bank Clerks' Associa-
tion according to this paper.

Mr. Borell: The hank clerks themselves
belong to a 'union.

Mr. FOX: They do, but I am saying that
the policy of that Party is to break up
unions. I go further and say that over the
air the other evening I heard a broadcast
by John Henry Austral-I do not know
what they pay him for because he is not
doing them much good-,and he said,
"Trade unionists, get away from polities."
What does he want themn to doi The trade
unionists gave up the idea of indust~al
action about 1890 after a disastrous strike.
They then decided they would forego direct
action and endeavour to get what they
wanted by political action.

Does that individual who so blatantly
talks for the Employers' Federation want
the trade unionists to take direct action
in the same way as the coalminera did in
New South Wales?! Does he want them
to revert to the law of the jungle 9 Tlhat
is what lie insinuates when he says, ''You
must belong to the union covering the trade
or you cannot work in that particular
trade." At qny rate, the fact that the
Bank Clerks' Association has gone for as-
sistane to the trade union movement shows
its good eommonsen~e and that the senti-
ments expressed in this paper are not thos
of many of the members of the Bank
Clerks' Association. As I have said be-
fore, those are the sentiments expressed by
a few officials who are toadying to the
heads to obtain promotion.

Me. Yates: You will find that to be the
same in all institutions.

Mr. FOX: Anyhow, what liberty did the
bank clerks ever have? 'Most of us in this
ouse will remember that if a bank clerk

wished to marry he had to go to the boss,

and say, "Can.I get married?" That is
,not so long ago, and these are the people
who talk about freedom.

Mr. Bovell:, That was before my time.

11on. A. H. Panton:- Na, it was, not. You
are a young, eligible bachelor.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No, he could not get
permission.

Mr. FOX: He probably could not; that
is about the strength of it. I will not say
that the general body of bank clerks agree
with the aentiments expressed in this paper
because I know several of them and one of
them said to me, "What concerns me most
is what conditions I will get if I am em-
ployed by the Commonwealth Bank. If they
are as good as, or better than 1 am work-
ing under now, then that will do me." That
is a sensible viewpoint for anyone employed
by a private bank to take because he is
there at the will of the bank manager. If
the employee offends him he has the chance
of being flregi , but if he is an employee of
the Commonwealth Bank and carries out
his duties in a proper manner he is quite
all right.

Mr. Yates: If he offends as an employee
of that bank he would be fired in the same
way as by a private bank.

Mr. FOX: The wages paid by the private
banks have always been below those paid
by the Conmmonwealth Bank. Only recently
the employees of the Rural and Inidustries4
Bank desired to come nder the same con-
ditions as those enjoyed by employees of
the Commonwealth Bank. This proposal
was objected to by those in charge of the
Rural and Industries Bank. What has the
Government to say about that? It objected
to the introduction of the 40-hour week and
later on said it did not oppose it. Did it
oppose the move by the employees of the
Rural and Industries Bank to come under
the same conditions operating in the Com-
monwealth Bank? Subsequently, those
employees went to the Court and were
ranted an award embodying the same con-

ditions uinder which private bank employees
work. They had a chance to obtain that
award. Had they permitted the' position to
be covered by an agreement they would
have obtained the same conditions as those
employed by the Commonwealth Bank.
That is all I have to say about that for the
present.



[25 AUGUST, 1949] 1471

We then had a tirade from the member
for Middle Swan, who attacked socialistic
institutions. He was about as accuritte
in those statements as he is with other
inisrepresentations that he hurls at the
Labour Party and in which he is joined by
representatives of big business and private
banks. We all know that such people are
spending hundreds of thousands of pounds
in an endeavour to defeat the Chifley Gov-
ernment at the coming election. It is hard
to understand the attitude of the Country
Party.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Not at all!

Mr. FOX: They are out to beat the
Socialist Government but they put their two
hands out for a helping of the benefits of
socialism at every opportunity. The mem-
ber for Kalgo'orlie pointed out the amount
of assistance that is granted to farmers by
way of subsidies on the cartage of super.
and wheat and in many other respects.
There is very little raiIfay labour used
now for the handling of phosphatic rock on
the wharves because that has been super-
seded by the use of motor trucks. I do
not know whom we will blame for that.
The phosphatic rock is dumped on the
ground, picked up and loaded on to the
trucks and carted away. However, I will
have a little more to say about that on the
Railway Estimates.

Anyone listening to speeches made by
members of the anti-Labour Government
would think that they never institute
socialistic services. They said they would
get rid of a lot of them when they assumed
office. It was an anti-Labour Governmen
that socialised the railways in 1899. The
again wve had the Minister for Works l a
week going to the country to open a water
works, which is another socialist institu-
tion.

Mr. Bovell: It is a public utility.

Mr. FOX: It is a socialistic institution.
Then there is the situation regarding light
and power. We had the spectacle of the
Government taking over the East Perth
power house and supplying electric light
and power to the people. Then we had the
socialisation of the trains, busses, telephones
and the post office. In fact, post offices
were conducted by the Government in
Western Australia before Federation. Also,
we have the hospitals. Why does not the

Government hand all these institutions
over to private enterprisel If it was sin-
cere in its policy of leaving everything to
private enterprise it would hand over
everything. I wonder whether the Gov-
erment would hand over the railways to
private enterprise? Of course, it would
not! Private enterprise would never open
up the country.

Mr. Yates: That is not true.
Mr. FOX:- Of course it is true.
Mr. Yates: The Midland Railway Com-

pany has opened up the country very suc-
cessfully.

Mr. FOX: Yes, but it is only a fluke that
thA Government did not take that line over-
ahout forty years ago.

Mr. Hodoreda: It was given half the coun-
try wvith which to do it.

Mr. FOX: Yes, a very considerable area
indeed.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Some of the best land
we have.

Air. FOX: Quite so, some of the best
agricultural land we have. What chance
would we have had of opening up the wheat-
belt and other parts of the State if private
enterprise had been in charge? As it is,
.railway lines have been taken out ahead of
settlement. Had it not been for socialism
or State enterprise, there wouldbe no chance
of that being done. Then there are the
Government ships that are running on the
North-West coast. Why not get rid of those
ships and turn the trade over to private
enterprise if they want to he consistent?
Why not leave it for the black-erewed ships
to take over the run and "sock" the people
of the North-West in heavy fares and
freights? I {vould like to know what the
member for Kimberley would say about that.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You should hear him!

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: You read
"Hansard" of years ago and you will see
what I had to pay.

Mr. FOX: We believe in socialising all
those activities that make for the interests
and comfort of the people. While on that
subject, I cannot understand why Country
Party members did not insist on the Govern-
ment Insurance Office undertaking all
workers' compensa tion business. Had that
been the position, workers' compensation in-
surance would have been available at cost
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price. Instead of adopting that policy they
have allowed the private insurance com-
panies to participate and fix their own rates.
The people in the country, and particularly
the farmers, will have to pay more in conse-
quence. That was one activity that should
have been socialised. It would have meant
that one office would have undertaken that
form of insurance instead of nine or ten
other insurance companies taking their cut
out of it. Then there is free medicine!
That is another matter that should have been
sodialised in the interests of the people them-
selves.

If all the doctors in Australia had au
opportunity to vote whether or not they
would subscribe to the doctrine of free
medi6ine, I have no hesitation in saying that
the proposition would be carried. However,
their position is not much better thana the
communist-controlled coalminers' union in
New South Wales. The executive runs that
union just as the executive of the B.M.A.
runs the medical organisation, and the rank
and file have little say. I think the health
of the community should be the first con-
sideration of the Government and of doctors
alike. I also consider that whenever doctors
or nurses come to this State, whether they
he displaced persons or not, -we should make
use of their knowledge in the interests of
the people as a whole and not simply employ
them in kitchen work. I know of a doctor
who arrived here recently. He is a very
highly qualified man, about 43 years of age.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Too old!I

Mr. FOX: His wife, aged 32, is a quali-
fied nurse and is working at Northam. I
understood that she was working thene as a
nurse but I am informed that she is
employed in the kitchen. The man I have
in mind is Dr. Baranoffiski, a Lithuanian
national, who was born in Russia. He
graduated at the Petersburg University in
1925 after a five years' course of study.
From 1929 to 1933 he was a general practi-
tioner in Lithuania. In 1933 be did a course
in neurology and is therefore a nerve
specialist. In 1934 and 1935 he' was a
general practitioner in Polish Ukraine and
frqm 1935 to 1941 practised as a general
practitioner in Rowno in Lithuania. In the
last mentioned year he was taken prisoner
by the Germans and remained incarcerated
until the end of the war. The Germans
made use of his medical knowledge in minis-

tering to the people with whom he was
imprisoned. He speaks Russian, Polish,
Litifuanian dialects and German and English
fairly well, and is making progress in our
language very rapidly. It is fantastic to
put such a man to work in a kitchen.

The medical profession is such a close pre-
serve that no displaced person, irrespective
of what his qualifications may be, can prac-
tice in this State, but he can do so in Tas-
marnia. Unfortunately, there is no unifor-
mity as between the States regarding the
position of displaced persons who hold
medical degrees, unless *they hold British
diplomas. They are not allowed to practise
here or in any other State except Tasmania.
Before the war students from all over the
world used to go to Vienna to secure their
diploma. In those days Vienna was recog-
nised as the Mecca of medicine. Even dis-
placed persons who hold diplomas that they
secured in Vienna are not allowed to prac-
tise here. In my opinion, we should avail
ourselves of the sci-vices of these doctors in
the interests of our own people.

Not long ago I read in the Press the state-
ment that the Fremantle Hospital authori-
ties were experiencing great difficulty, in
securing the services of a resident medical
officer. It is not many months ago that a
doctor, who holds a British diploma, arrived
here from Burma. He tried to get a posi-
tion at the Fremantle Hospital and also at
the Royal Perth Hospital, hut was unsuc-
cessful with his applications.

The Minister for Lands: Were any of our
doctors practising in Burma?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Why should they go
to Burma?9 There is too much work here
for them.

The Minister for Lands: You know there
is no reciprocity between the two countries.

Hon. A. H. Penton: But this man has a
British diploma.I

The Minister for Lands: If he has that,
he can practise here.

Mr. FOX: As a matter of fact, he is
practising here now but he had to go to
somewhere near Koorda.

Mr. Yates: That applies to your unions.
British workers come here and they cannot
join the unions.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Don't be silly.
Mr. Yates: I am not silly.

Hon. A. H. Penton: You look it.
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The Minister for Lands: What the mem-
ber for Canning said is true.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Nothing of the sort.
The Minister for Lands: It is.
Hon. A. H. Panton: Name the union.

Mr. Yates: I will name it. It is-
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. A. H. Panton: What union?

Mr. Yates: The plumbers' union.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who said so?
Mr. Yates: There were two cases that

came before the R.S.L.

Mr. FOX: I want to get back to what the
member for Middle Swan said about the
evils of nationalisation. I shall have to go
back some time to indicate how the Tories
hate that policy. I will indicate why they
really hate it, and will refer members to one
well-known nationalised institution that suf-
fered an untimely end because the anti-
Labour parties held it in abhorrence. They
were afraid of it and took every precaution
to see that it did not grow into a sturdy
industry in Australia.

Mr. Bovell: Was that the communist
party?7

Mr. FOX: I will tell the hon. member. I
know those sitting on the Government side
of the Chamber do their best to associate
Labour members with the communist party,
but I think Ben Chijfley showed the people
of Australia what the Labour Party thinks
of the communists. There is no other man
in Australia who could have done what Ben
Chifley did in the recent coal strike, and it
*is certainly fortunate for the people of
Australia that they had in power a Labour
Government that made no bones about
tak ing on the "commos."

Mr. Bovell: It was a long time doing it.

Mr. FOX: Not a long time at all. The
trouble is that Government supporters 'do
not understand industrial matters. They
have never been associated with them.

Mr. Yates: That is all rot.

Mr. FOX: If members opposite had, we
would not have heard remarks such as have
emanated from their side of the Chamber.
The talk about secret ballots that we hear
from Mr. Menzies is all tripe. If the unions
wanted a secret ballot they would have it.
The only unions that might not get a fair
go as far as secret ballots are concerned are
those dominated by a party alien to the

Labour movement. What about a secret
ballot among the members of the Employers'
Federation?7 Do members of the Liberal
Party have a say in the election of their
eandidatesl What about that Party having
a secret ballot to-elect candidatesi I under-
stand the names of the candidates are put
in a hat and when one comes out, well and
good.

Hon. A; H. Panton: They have to be care-
ful whomn they put in the hat.

Mr. FOX: I am now going back as far as
1909, when compulsory military training was
instituted. The Fisher Labour Government
knew at that time that a tremendous quan-
tity of clothing would be required to make
uniforms, caps and greatcoats for soldiers.
At that time the uniforms required by the
Commonwealth Government were procured
from private employers by contract. The
quality of the cloth was found not always to
be up to specification, while frequently the
orders were not delivered on time. That
was because the manufacturers had numer-
ous private contracts to which they gave
preference. Consequently, they did their
utmost to defeat the Bill then brought in by
the Fisher Labour Government.

The Hill made provision-this was in
1910-for the erection of two mills, one to
make cloth and one to make uniforms for
employees of the Commonwealth Govern-
meni:. The clothing factory started opera-
tions on the 3rd June, 1912. At the end of
six months, 300 employees had turned out
garments worth £e26,795. The cost was so
reasonable and the workmanship put into
the garments so good that the Commonwealth
Government decided to erect another mill.
The conditions of the workers in the Com-
monwealth mill were better than those of
workers in other mills in Melbourne. The
emp'oyees worked eight hours a day; they
had an annual holiday of 14 days, besides
all public holidays on full pay; they were
provided with a beautiful luncheon room
and with free milk, sugar and tea. They
were also paid higher wages than those pre-
scribed by the wages hoard.

Notwithstanding all this, the mill showed
a handsome profit. In 1911 Mr. Smail, the
manager of a Scottish mill, was brought to
Australia to select a site to build a woollen
mill. The Fisher Government commenced
the erection of this mill in 1912, but a break
occurred in the Labour Administration which

I
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held up the building until about 1914. In
the meantime, the Cook Administration,
which was composed of all the reactionaries
in the Commonwealth Parliament, was in
office. It did not like, the ideals of the
Labour Party and did nothing to proceed
with the erection of the mill.

*Mr. Bovell: They cooked it.

a'Mr. FOX: Yes. The hon. member has
said the right thing. When the Labour
Party again assumed office, however, the
building was proceeded with, being com-
pleted in 1915. It immediately started pro-
ducing a v-cry large part of the clothing and
uniforms required bIy the Commonwealth
Government. This is what Senator Reid,
who is not a Labonrite, but who spent a life-
time in the woollen industry, said:-

N~o civilian in the country is clothed in
better material than that turned out by the
Commonwealth Woollen Mills. A similar
class of material to that produced by thp
Commonwealth Woollen Mills is sold whole-
pale by Flinders-lane merchants at 17s. 6d.
and 20s. a yard, but the Commonwealth
Woollen Mills were selling it at 6s. 6d. and
8s. 6d. a yard.

That was one reason why tbe Tories did not
like this national effort. Fancy the Com-
monwealth mill selling the same quality of
cloth at 6s. ad. and 8s. 6d. per yard as the
Flinders-lane merchants were selling at 17s.
68. and 20s.: a yard!

The Minister for Lands: What was the
margin of profit of the Commonwealth mills?

Mr. FOX: I will tell the Minister later.
The Minister for Lands: Thank you.
Mir. FOX: Senator Reid, continuing said-
But for the opposition of the Comm.on-

wealth Woollen Mills we would be paying
three times as much to private enterprise for
similar clothing.

That is the statement of a man who, as I
said, was not a Lahourite, hut knew what he
was talking about and who had spent a life-
time in woollen mills in the Old Country.
No wonder the Commonwealth mills were
unpopular wvith the owners of private mills
producing similar material and that they did
everything they could to put them out of
production. The first step was to appoint
a Commission to inquire into the operations
of all Government factories, hut more parti-
cularly those affecting the army and the
navy. Unfortunately for big business, the
report of the Commission was distinctly in
favour of the Commonwealth mills. Private

enterprise wanted the Commonwealth mills
to go out of production so that they could
fleece the people of Australia. Senator Foill
of Queensland, a member of the Commis-
sion-he was not a Lahourite; I think he be-
longed to what was known at the time as the
National Federation, the members of which
were certainly not Labourites-

Mr. Needham: National Liberal Party.

Mr. FOX: -like George Reid, a Liberal-
Conservative-Senator Poll said-

What impressed me- most was that the fac-
tories combined with the mills turn out a suit
and cap for 30s., while the public have to
pay 7 guineas to 9 guineas for a suit anDd
over. There must be some high profiteering
in the business when the public have to pay
so much for suits.

In 1919, at the termination of World War 1,
as the soldiers were streaming home from
the front, they found they had to pay as
much as £10, and sometimes more, for a suit
of clothes. Naturally, they protested vigor-
ously and decided to form a returned
sold icrs' league in order to prevent, among
other things, exploitation of soldiers as far
as clothing was concerned. They got an
agency from the Commonwealth Woollen
Mills to sell cloth to soldiers, sailors and
nurses throughout Australia, who were thus
enabled to get clothes at half the price that
was being paid by civilians.

Let us compare the prices paid f or a suit
of clothes made by private enterprise and
one made under national enterprise. To
make three and a half yards of cloth requires
7 lb. of wool, which cost 14.23d. per lb. at
that date. After manufacture the Com-
mionwealth mills sold the cloth to the Re-
turned Soldiers' League at 7s. 6d. a yard,
which amounts to £1 6s. 3d. The league
sold the cloth to the customer at 9s. a yard,
or £1 its. 6d. for three and a half yards.
The, tailor charged £4 4s. for making the
suit, the total cost of which was thus £5 15s.
6d. Ler us see the cost under private enter-
prise. Wool cost the same. When the
cloth was manufactured, the mills sold to the
wholesaler at 15s. a yard, which amounts to
£2 12s. 6d. for three and a half yards. The
wholesalers sold to the retailer at 30s. a yard,
or £5 5s. The retailer sold the length to the
consumer at £2 2s. a yard, so three and a
half yards cost him £7 7s. He then bud to
pay £4 4s. for the making or, in all £11 its.,
as against £5 15s. 6d., just hale the cost that
the civilian had to pay.
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That was another reason wvhy the private
mill-owners hated the Commonwealth Wool-
len 'Mills and wanted to see all Government
enterprises discontinued. They did not want
anything that would interfere with the hand-
some profit they were making out of the
Australian people. Arising out of the ques-
tions asked in the House at that time, the
following information was given:

The Commonwealth Woollen Mills are turn-
ing out grey tweeds at 59. 6d. and Gs. 6d. a
yard; indigo blue tweed at 7s. 6d. a yard, and
flannels at 8s. 6d. a yard. For the same class
of materials the wholesale firms are charg-
ing 309. to 40s. a yard, as against 5s. 6d. to
6s. 6d. a yard; and 17s. 6d. a yard as against
8s. 64. a yard.
I will tell members what Senator Guthrie
had to say. He had been familiar with the
woollen trade from the time he was a boy ia
Scotland, and he knew what he was talking
about. When the woollen mills were sold,
he said he would have some shares in them.
Speaking in the House on the 10th Septem-
her;- 1920, he said-

During the years 1915, 1916 and 1917 the
existing woollen mills of Australia made a
total net profit of £1,197,000 upon a total
capital of £1,144,O00-Le., slightly over 100
per cent.; some mills, however, averaged as
low as 33 per cent, on capital invested. On
April 16, 1q20, the Central Wool Committee
reported that the Colonial Combing, Spinning
and Weaving Co. made a net profit of 303.2
per cent, out of a sale of wool to them by the
Government. We Australian citizens, if we go
into a shop and ask for Australian tweed,cannot get it, and nine times out of ten the
sellers will not tell us whether it is Austra-
lian tweed or otherwise. They saj the
Flinders Lane people will not tell them where
it comes from. There is absolutely no doubt
in my mind that the majority of Australian
tweeds have been sold as imported. The
manufacturers in other parts of the world
have to charge a very high price because
they are paying 300 per cent, more than the
Australian manufacturer (this was a wartime
provision) for the raw product, plus freight,
insurance, loss of interest, heavy freight back
to this country 'and a protective duty of 35
per cent, on top of it a11. Naturally, there-
fore, imported twveeds are about Mrs. per
yard, but it is a crime and an imposition onthe public of this country that Australian
tweeds and Australian clothing should be at
anything like the price they are. I know it
is not entirely due to the manufacturers, but
is due largely to Flinders Lane, where the
merchants have been proved to he making 100
per cent, net profit on Australian tweeds.
(''Hansard,'' Vol. 93, pp. 4403-5.) "'At the
present tiey said Mr. Lazzarini, ''Flinders
Lane and York Street are able to dictate
terms to the (private) factories. The fac-
tories can only produce what the wholesale

firms will take, and if they attempt to dis-
tribute any of their surplus. through other
channels than the wholesale houses, pressure
is at once brought to bear upon them.''

We are hearing a lot about freedom. What
freedom did the small manufacturer have
with the Flinders-lane merchants at that
timei Not the slightest bit' If those small
men attempted to do anything that Big-
Business in Australia at that time did not
like, they d'ot no more raw material and had
to shut down. Consequently they did what
they were told. Yet we bear quite a lot
about the freedom that will be taken away
from people if a few' industries are
nationalised. It is no secret that Australian
'tweeds were being sold, not only in Victoria
but in the other States as well, as imported
material. Mr. Storey, as liremnier of New
South Wales at that time, appointed men to
go round the shops to see whether Australian
cloths were being sold as English cloth. Two
inspectors went into several big clothing
emyporiums and asked to be shown some
Australian tweed. They were told, "We do
not stock it; we only stock the best." Rolls
were obtained and opened, and the stamp of
the Commonwealth Woollen Mills was found
on them. The shops were selling Common-
wealth Woollen Mills' tweeds as imported
tweeds.

Naturally, the price of the imported
tweeds had to be very -high, in view of the
figures I have given. There was the high
coal; of transport, the duty, the 35 per cent.
surcharge, and many other items, and these
charges made the price of imported tweeds
very high. Bat fancy those shops putting
that over the general public! Fancy their
selling Australian tweeds as English cloth
for 30s. and 40s. a yard when the Common-
wealth mills could turn the cloth out at 6 s.
6d. to s. 6d. a yard!

On the 12th May, 1920, the Inst Hughes
Administration approved of additions to the
mills to doable the output, and they would
have cost approximately £60,000. The capa-
city of the mills was to be stepped up
1,20)0,000 yards of cloth a year. That caused
a very big stir in the ranks of the National
Federation, which was the big dog in Liberal
politics, in anti-Labour politics, at that time.
The members of that organisation got to
work, os a result of which the decision to
duplicate the mills was rescinded. Instead,
it was decided to spend £45,000 in producing
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machinery to make worsted. ,But thaf was
struck out before the end of the year, and
consequently nothing was done.

Then in December, 1921, S. M. Bruce, a
representative of Flinders-lane in the Hughes
Administration, became Treasurer. We all
know Stanley Melbourne Bruce!I

Mr. Hegney: Who is he?

Mr. FOX: He is the man who wears the
spats. His appointment marked the be-
ginning of the end of the Commonwealth
enterprises generally. Six months later, in
July, the Government announced its inten-
tion to sell tbe Commonwealth Woollen
Mills. Senator Lynch moved a motion to
prevent the sale. He said the Government
had invested £E295,000 capital in the mills
and the balance sheet showed that they were
very prosperous. After allowing for every
conceivable charge that the management
could think of and a reasonable amount for
depreciation, the mills made a profit of
£C142,691 in five years. But the Flinders-
lane merchants said that the mills had to go,
no matter what profit they made.

One of the main reasons was given by
Senator Millen, who said "the output of the
Commonwealth Mills was 600,000 yards of
cloth a year. The Government needed only
150,000 yards. From March, 1920,
to June, 1922, 722,000 yards of tweed
was *sold to returned soldiers and
100,000 yards to the trade, hut they
would not enter into competition with pri-
vate enterprise by selling to the trade."
Consequently, the mills must be sold or
remain idle for the grenter part of the year.
The fact that if the mills ran all the year
Australian citizens could be clothed decently
at a reasonable price did not matter tup-
pence to them. The Bruce Government sold
the mills in the usual businesslike manner.
It was one of the rottenest deals ever perpe-
trated in Australia; and, after I have ex-
plained the manner in which they were sold,
I think members will agree with that asser-
tion.

A firm of engineers made a valuation for
the Government, and valued the land at
£2,500, the plant, machinery and fittings at
£191,609 and the buildings at £C73,050, mak-
ing a total of £C267,159. But no estimate was
made of the value of the business. If a pub-
lic house is sold the goodwill is included, and
it is usually a large sum. This Institution
had made a profit of £28,500 each year, so

its goodwill was surely worth something. If
we take the profits of the two preceding
years-LIO3,31l-as representing the value
of the goodwill, and add that to the previous
total, we get a grand total of £370,470. But
members speaking in the Commonwealth
Parliament at that time said a closer esti-
mate of the value of the mills was in the
vicinity of £400,000.

On the 24th April, 1923, Bruce sold the
mills to James flyer of Flinders-lane, Jul-
ius Solomon of Geelong, Senator Guthrie,
and other prominent men and woolgrowers
for £155,000 in instalments. Bruce was re-
ported in the Press as saying that it was
a very satisfactory sale. It must have been
to the buyers because between 1916 and
1923, after paying £81,000 interest and
£100,000 depreciation, the net profit of the
mills was £C219,000. Mr. Scullin when speak-
ing in the House at the time said, "If this
is a business Government, then spare Aus-
tralia from another." He also said that the
mills, while charging low prices for splen-
did material, had shown a profit year after
year. They had given their employees the
best possible conditions-better than any
given to other employees working in the
same class of industry. They had pro-
duced 4,000,000 yards of cloth and 300,000
pairs of blankets. They had kept down the
prices to the Government and had saved
the country at least £3,000,000.

When it was decided to sell the mills the
Government was eAced with the difficulty
that it could not say they were unprofit-
able, as is so of ten put forward by anti-
Labour Governments, because it had to
produce the balance sheets which showed
that they were doing very well. Conse-
quently the Government had to put up
another tale, so it said it was contrary to
the policy of the Government to compete
against private enterprise. It did not mat-
ter that the general public would have got
clothes at half the price, the Government
had to sacuifice the mill to the sacred
interests of private enterprise. One of the
worst features of the sale was that the
R.S.L. at that time was operating a small
mill in Melbourne, and it was very anxious
to extend its operations. It wanted to
purchase the mill but did not have sufficient
cash to pay the deposit of one third of the
tender and £25,000 on the stock. But it
offered its mill, which was valued at
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£67,000, as security until it could float a
company and pay the whole purchase price
in cash. That offer was turned down.

But the Government went further than
that. It accepted a. deposit of one tenth
of the purchase, price and allowed the re-
mainder to be spread over .10 years instead
of five, and interest to be at five and a half
per cent. instead of six per cent. One
would naturally think that because of the
wnanner in which the Government had
cheered the soldiers away, with all the
flag-flapping and so forth, it would have
fallen over itself to do a good turn to the
men when they returned. But nothing of
the sort; this was too valuable an industry
to pass on to the returned soldiers. They
were not' in the race to challenge the in-
terests of private enterprise.

During the negotiations for the sale of
the mills, Mr. Bruce's unofficial confiden-
tial secretary was Mr. Alexander Russell,
a son of MAr. Phillip Russell, a rich squatter
of the western district of Victoria. Mr.
Phillip Russell was one of the purchasing
syndicate. To value the stock, the Gov-
ernment appointed two men to look after
its interests. Both those men were con-
nected with the Lincoln Knitting and Spin-
ning Mills, of which Senator Guthrie was
a director; and Senator Guthrie was one of
the buyers. The position was that a fellow
director of Senator Guthie was appointed
to say how much the Commonwealth should
he paid for the stock by the Senator and
his syndicate. The one great crime of the
woollen mills was that they made a profit
for the people. As Mr. Seullin said-

Their cardinal sin was that they under-
sold profiteering firms. This magnificent
public utility is squandered by the present
Government and scrambled for by its political
supporters. If Ministers were direetori of a
private company and handled the share-
holders' property in the same manner, they
would be called before the courts and
indicted.

That is why private enterprise does not
like Government enterprise. This magni-
ficent national institution would have been
a godsend to the Australian Government
during the last war. If these mills -were
in existence today we would not be paying
as much for suits of clothes as we are now
and we would be better clothed. But pri-
vate enterprise does not like Governments
intruding into profitable businesses,
although it magnanimously leaves all the

unprofitable stuff 'for the nation to carry.
That is because the profit goes into the
hands of the people generally instead of a
few ind'lviduals. If we had those mills to-
day they would be a thriving institution
which would have saved us a tremendous
amount of money during the war years,
and we would now be getting cheaper
clothes. That is all I have to say about
the Commonwealth Woollen Mills. I
notice that while I have been describing
what happened to them there has been an
hilarious silence on the part of members
opposite.

The Minister for Housing: They might
not have been awake.

Mr. FOX: I think there is a conspiracy
of silence, but that will not cut shorter
what I have to say. Last session I men-
tioned two companies that were formed to
build houses and I charged the Government
with being a party to depriving dozens of
people of dwellings, and with giving
spielers an opportunity to rob our citizens.
I have had a number of letters from pe6ple
who have been defrauded. Some paid de-
posits of £100 and some deposits of up to
E1,200. Most of them were people who had no
earthly chance of getting permits to build
and yet these companies were permitted to
take large sums of money from them and
give nothing in return. That is a question
that the Government should answer, and
I would like to hear what the Attorney
General has to say on the matter.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is private enter-
prise.

Mr. FOX: Such people should not be
allowed to rob our citizens with impunity.
The Attorney General should look into the
matter and do something to clear it up so
that these people will not have to wait still
longer. A fraud has been committed,
though it might be difficult to prove,
because the prospectus of such a company
might allow it to spend the money as it
liked, just as in the case of other institui-
tions that have got money out of the public
and have spent it in office and other
expenses allowable under their pros-
pectuses. I think in effect it is still rob-
hery-

The Minister for Lands: What did your
Government do about it?

lCi 7
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Mr. FOX: We did not know anything
about it until the present Government
came into office. Had we known about it
when our Government was in office I
would have insisted on drastic action being
taken, though it would not have been neces-
sary for me to 'insist, as the Government
would have been more than willing to do
Wvhatever was necessary. Another institu-
tion, known as "The Blighty Club," has
been formed in iPerth. It has among its
members a number of prominent citizens
and its object, among other things, is to
build homes for persons coming from
Great Britain. How is it to build houses
for them when we cannot build houses for
those who are already hereY

The Minister for Lands: They are going
to bring the materials from, the Old
Country.

Mr. FOX: Why does not the Government
bring materials from the Old Country*,

The Minister for Lands: They are going
to bring the materials and will build their
own houses by their own efforts. You
should he encouraging them.

Mr. FOX; Will they get the shipping to
bring the materials here!I I was, about to
say that the Government should insist on
some guarantee being put up by every com-
pany that, is formed with the object of
taking money from the people with a
specific object in view, to ensure that the
money is spent in the right directions.
The Government should look at the pros-
pectus of such a company and make cer-
tain that the people investing money are
not robbed. If a solicitor misuses trust
funds belonging to anyone he is soon
hauled before the courts and is gaoled. The
Miniiter for Housing knows that, as does
also the Acting Premier.

The Minister for Housing: I do not
know it from personal experience.

Mr. FOX: T take it that the Minister
must be quite all right, as he is still on the
outside. A land agent who deals in real
estate must put up a bond and I do not
see why these mushroom companies shoula
not be treated similarly. I do not say
anything about the Blight7 Club in par-
ticular, or inipute to it improper motives,
as I know no hing about it, but I do not
think it could do any harm if the Govern-
ment weir to inquire into the bona fides

of all such institutions that spring up with
the idea of getting money out of the
people.

The companies that I mentioned here
last year spent the money they collected and
the people who subscribed the cash never
had a chance of getting iA back. It is not
too late for the Government to make a
start by inquiring into the bona fides of
any such company in this State. The head
of such an organisation should be liable,
to a certain extent, for any transgression
on the part of his company. Unless hef is
sure that it is a bona fie company he
should not associate himself with it, If
that were done we would be sure of a fair
deal. I am confident the Minister for
Works would not associate himself with
anything that was not absolutely above-
board, and I think he will -agree that there
would be nothing wrong with the Govern-
nieat's looking into the affairs of the type
of company to which I have referred.

The Minister for Hbusing: I think the
present Companies Act is fairly good in
that regard.

Mr. FOX; The housing position is bad
and is rapidly deteriorating, as no-one can
deny.

The Minister for Housing; The building
rate has gone up 80 per cent. in two years.

Mr. FOX: We have heard a lot about
housles for two-unit families, and no-one
knows the position better than does3 the
Minister. I have seen nothing of such
houses and I would not like to say that the
people in my area are not getting a fair
spin, or insinuate anything of the sort, but
we all know that things are becoming
worse all the time. I recently asked a
question in this House and the answer
showed that tents were to be e 4 eted at
Melville and that communty lavatories
and kitchens were to be built.

The Minister for Housing: Only two or
three tents.

Mr. FOX: I thought the intention was
to start on what the Honorary Minister
for Supply and Shipping recommended
somne years ago. She recommended the
building of flats or compounds or some-
thing of that sort to hold about 1,000
people, with community kitchens, and so
On. At the same time she asked how we
wvere to build houses around Perth and let
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them, and insinuated that if such houses
were let to tenanos they would not be kept
in order. I do not know wvhether we are
to embark upon a scheme such as she sug-
gested, and build compounds to house a
few hundred families in each, but that
would be foreign to the Australian Yay of
living.

The Minister for Housing: It is done in
many other countries.

Mr. FOX: Every Australian working
man likes his own house with at least a
quarter acre of ground, just as would the.
Honorary Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping. During the next six months, while
the present Government occupies the
Treasury bench, it should embark on a
better policy, because if we get back to
the Treasury bench I can assure the Gov-
erment there wvill be no community coin'
pounds built.

The Minister for Housing: It is not pro-
posed to build any.

Mr. FOX: Two-unit houses have been
mentioned, but we are unable to provide
sufficient houses for even five or six-unit
families. I mentioned a case of 16 people
living in a sub-standard house of four
rooms-a house that should have been
pulled dowvn long ago. I was successful
in getting four of them into another home,
but there are still twelve living in that
four-roomed house and they have been
there for many months. It is a scandal
that they should be forced to continue
living there. I do not blame the Housing
Commission, which is doing the best pos-
sible job in the circumstances, but I do.
blame the Government for not speeding
up the home building rate. We heard that
the Government was going to establish a
State brickworks, but that has not come to
light yet.

The Minister for Housing: That is being
attended to.

Mr. FOX: Will Mr. Downing permit the
Government to build it?

The Minister for Housing: I hardly
know his name.

Mr. FOX: The Government will have to
get his consent before embarking on the
project.

The Minister for Housing: It is being
put ifi hand.

Mr. FOX: He also said that there was
greater progress now than ever before in the
history of the State. God help us if our pro-
gress is to continue to deteriorate in the way
it has. If we are to progress at the same
rate as we have progressed in the past,
then goodness knows what will happen in
the next 12 months. The Minister will wvant
a lot of tents to house the people. On that
question, I think most people could pay
for tents themselves, if.- they wanted to put
them uip, but I understand that the Govern-
ment said the tents were for exceptional
cases only and for people *ho had nowhere
else to go.

The Minister for Housing: That is so.

Mr. FOX: Of course, we had the same
promises in 1930 but on a different subject.
The Mitchell Government was going to
provide jobs for all. It was returned to
the Treasury bench because of those
promises in just the same way as this Gov-
ernment was returned to the Treasury
bench two and a half years ago because of
promises to house everybody. The Coy-
erment was going to house two-unit
families but I do not know of one two-unit
family that has been housed since the Goy-
ermuent assumed office. The Government
is not able to cater for five and six-unit
families.

I met a man a couple of days ago and he
told me that he bad been issued with a
permit seven months ago, and he has not as
yet received one stick of material.
Another man came to mae one very wet day
and told me that he had had the roof off
his house for three months because he can-
not get the timber to take the tiles. His
furniture is stacked in a shed at the back
and his contractor has told him that he
cannot get any timber. Those are two men
that I have met over the last few weeks.

The Minister for Lands:
foolish to take the roof off
fore he received the timber.

He was very
his house be-

Mr. FOX: I suppose he relied on the
promises of the Government that there was
any amount of timber available.

The Minister for Lands: No. It was his
contractor who let him down. You cannot
blame that on the Government.

Mr. May: He should have put on the
cobwebs.
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Mr. FOX: Now we have the spec. builder homes will get them? Or will it be men
coming into the picture and I understand
that some contracts have been let.

The Minister for Housing: That is so.

Mr. FOX: I would like to know the con-
*ditions under which the contracts were le!t

because we all know the spec. builder's main
interest. He is just the same as any busi-
nessman and he is interested in making the
most profit possible out of the deal.

The Minister for Housing: The buildings
are being supervised by the Commission's
inspectors.

Mr. FOX: The spec. builder will be out to
get us much as be possibly can out of the
.person to whom he sells the house. I am
quite satisfied about that. I know there are
a number of decent builders and some of
them have gone beyond the terms of their
contracts in effeiting repairs to houses
owned by poor people. They have done
work not actually required of them but
merely out of goodness of heart. How-
ever, the spec. builder will not be very
particular about the type of material he
puts in, or the' workmanship either.

The Minister for Housing: To save you
any sleepless nights I want to tell you that
when they arranged this agreement it was
decided by minute that the ready-made
houses. would be inspected by the Commis-
sion's inspectors.

Mr. Hiegney: They are not made yet.

Mr. FOX: What does that meant If the
contracts have been let to spec. builders it
does not necessarily mean that good materials
and good workmanship will be put into the
jobs. If the work is covered up the in-
spector will not know anything about it.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, he will.

Mr. FOX: Su~pose he does! What is
tbe spec. builder going to do? All the
Commission could do would he to refuse to
give him further contracts for spee. houses,
but the game will still go on. If a man
builds a house on spec. he is interested in
making the most out of it. That is only
natural and I am not saying anything
figainst him. That is only a matter of busi-
ness. Businessmen try to cret as much out
of deals as they can. Who do members
think will get these houses? Do they think
thp poor families livina in overcrowded

who are able to come along and pay cash?
It will be the men with the most money~
who can pay the builders cash for the
houses. There is no philanthropy among
the building fraternity or among any other
busimess organisations.

The Minister for Housing: The people
on the priority list will be the ones who
will get the houses.

Mr. FOX: We will see.

The Minister for Housing: You are ask-
ing and I am telling you.

Air. FOX: There is not much sentiment
in business and there will not be much senti-
ment among the spec. builders. I believe
that the Government should re-introduce the
day labour system for home building. It
is the only effective way to overcome the
problem. The only enterprise that can cater
for humanitarian needs is one removed from
profit motives. That is the only way in
which we will be able to get good houses
built and at a reasonable price. Why should
we give contractors £200 and £300 for every
house built? I realise that there.is an under-
standing in the Builders' Guild that builders
will not undercut each other when tender-
ing for houses. It is a registered organisa-
tion and its members are in touch with each
other all the time, and when they put in
tenders it is only logical to suppose that they
will agree on what price they will submit.

The sooner we do away with the Builders'
Guild the better it will be. I say that with
all due respect to the member for Perth
who was really responsible for the estab-
li shment of the guild. I know too, that
many builders at present find it difficult to
become members of the guild. They have
difficulty in passing the examination not-
withstanding the fact that they can draw
plans and erect buildings.

The 'Minister for Lands: It is as bad as
the Lumpers' Union. You can't get into
that either.

Mr. FOX: I am not going to talk about
the Lumpers' Union hut that union was
authorised by the Arbitration Court to limit
the number of its members. As with any
other organisation, such as the Shop Assist-
ants' Union or the lawyers' union, if their
members were likely to be put out of a jot)
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at any time, and there was no limit to the
number who could join, their particular
callings would soon be overcrowded. The
President of the Arbitration Court advised
the union to limit its membership to a num-
ber which could cope with the work offer-
ing on the waterfront. That position ob-
tains throughout Australia and I think that
answers the interjection by the Minister foe
Lands.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall:- They do not always
follow the judge's advice.

Mr. FOX: There are times when the pin-
pricks are not always the fault of mem-
bers of the union and at times we have
rotten awards given by judges. We had
one in 1928 given by Judge Beeby and it
was the most vicious award I have ever
known. One of the employers said that
the judge not only gave them what they
asked for but what they did not ask for
as well. That answers the interjection by
the member for Gerald ton.

To illustrate to members the dreadful
position of housing I will quote one in-
stance. We have of ten heard of key
*Aoney being paid in the Eastern States.
I have heard of sums up to £100 and £200
being paid for the key. A lady whom I
know very well came to my place about a
week ago. She has a husband who I do
not think will leave his bed because he
is dying. A house which belonged to her
became vacant and she was approached by
a number of people to rent it. One of them
offered her £40O and another £50 for the
key. The person who offered her £50 asked
what the rental was and she told him that
since 1939 it was 15s. This man told her
he would give her £94 a week because there
were four adults in his family, which in-
cluded himself, his wife and a son and
daughter, and as they were living in
separate rooms in Fremantle they could
afford to pay that amount.

This woman told him that the rental was
15s. a week and that because she had sons
and daughters and grandchildren, all work-
ing, she would hate to think that anyone
'would do to her children 'what this man
was asking her to do for him. Therefore
she did not let the house to him. That is
the position. Four pounds a week and £50
for the key! Thank heaven there are some
honest people in the country! As I have

her permission I could give the name of
that woman, but I do not propose to do so.

The Minister for Housing: Her action
was very commendable,

Mr. FOX: She has set a good example
for other people. What an opportunity
for thousands of land agents and landlords!
To be offered a premium of f-50 for the
key of a house to let! I hope that when
people have houses to let in the future
they will be extremely chary about ap-
proaching some land agents, because I know
that although there are many who would not
commit a dishonest act there are others who
are not so particular. A position such as
that opens the way for malpractices in the
letting of hose.

The Minister for Housing- It is illegal,
of course.

Mr. FOX: The member for North-East
Fremantle had quite a bit to say as to the
legality of the Transport Board and I also
heard the Acting Premier make an ex-
planation in reply. The opinion of the
member for North-East Fremantle was
backed up by an eminent KOC. who is also
a Liberalite. I believe he was an officer
of the Liberal Party at one time. I cannot
understand why the Government did not
get the opinion of an eminent K.C. in the
House, Sir Norbert Keenan. He is a man
upon whose opinion we can all rely. The
Government has hima as a member of its
party and r for one would he quite pre-
pared to accept his opinion if it had been
given ~to the House.

.I do not think this matter concerns me
any more than any other individual in
Western Australia, but I believe the Govern-
ment will reap the whirlwind as a result
of the disclosures made by the member for
North-East Fremantle. The Attorney
General said, "It will go to the Privy Coun-
cil and it will surely uphold the opinion
of the Crown Law Department." Just fancy
a tuppeny-ha'penny matter like that going
to the Privy Council!I Why, any judge of
the Supreme Court would finish that off in
about 'an hour. It would not have a chance
of going to the Privy Council, in my opinion,
and I san not a lawyer, either. I am stating
my opinion hecause I thought the member
for Gerald ton was about to chip in. The
member for -Murchison criticised members
for speaking about their districts. I con-
sider that that is what we are here for.
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The Minister for Lands: You should Dot
attack him during his absence.

Mr. FOX: I will have a few words to
say later on as to some matters in my dis-
trict and I am sure I will have the Minister
for Lands in my corner.

The Minister for Lands: Oh yes, you are
sure to.

Mr. FOX: It is 11 p.m. now and I will
probably get round to them about 12.30
a.m.

The Minister for Lands: If I am in your
corner you will be right.

Mr. FOX: I want to appeal to the At-
torney General to take a little of the iron
out of his constitution, because he is the
hardest man I have ever struck. I sub-
mitted an application to him to get a man
out of gaol. That man has been in prison
for a long period. He bad to undergo two
major operations and whilst in gaol his wife
died suddenly and I appealed to the At-
torney General to let him out, hut he would
not do so. That man has to pay for his
crime to the last penny and the Attorney
General apparently wants to keep him in
gaol as long as possible. That is not why
we put men into gaol. Their reformation
should start as soon as they enter it. He
is not the only man that has committed an
offence. Some people have committed
greater crimes than his.

I have in mind a man in the Eastern
States who committed a similar offence and
he only got about six months. That would
not happen in this State. But in the in-
terests of the man himself I think the At-
torney General should soften up a little and
show some degree of human kindness. The
mere fact of a man being committed to gaol
is a lesson to hint Uip to the time I made
the application to the Attorney General this
man had been in gaol, about 18 months to
two years, and I do not think the Attorney
General has exhibited the kind heartedness
that was shown by the member for Kanowna
when he held his portfolio. He would have
been more sympathetic if a deserving ease
was brought to his notice. This man is a
builder and he could be absorbed in the
building industry if he were released. The
Government should introduce legislation to
enable men such as this one to be released
on parole, because they would be more use-
ful to the building industry than they would

be in gaol, eating their heads off. It would
be interesting to know how many men are
in the Fremantle gaol who could safety be
released when we are so short of labour to
produce many materials so vitally needed.

The Minister for Lands: You are not sug-
gesting that we do not feed them 9

Mr. FOX: No, I think they are fed ex-
tremely well; I have no complaints about
that. In fact, quite a number of men when
times were had used to steal some small
article in order that they might be com-
mitted to 'the Fremnantle gaol to obtain a
bed and a meal. I am not complaining
about the gaol at all. But what I am com-
plaining about is that there are people in
that institution who have expiated the of-
fcnc9 they have committed. One cannot
measure their crime with a foot rule and so
it is wrong that they should have to serve
their full term. When a recommendation
comes forward from the superintendent of
the prison or some other authority, the Gov-
ernment should unbend a little and release
these men to do some useful work in the
community, instead of their remaining in
gaol doing nothing.

I am going to read an extract from a
letter written to his mother by a young lad
who is in gaol. When a boy this young
chap wvas kicked in the head by a horse
and he has been in and out of gaol about
a dozen times for petty pilfering. He might
go along to a sports ground and steal some
money from the clothes of players and then
be put into gaol for three or four months.
When I was a member of the Select Com-
mittee on Gaol Sites this young fellow wag
at Barton's Mill and I said to Mr. 'Mc-
Killop, "It is a shame to have this young
fellowv here because he needs some form of
treatment. I think it would be better if
you could get him a job away from
the city environment and I do not
think he would return here again."
I think hb should be examined by a psychia-
trist and possibly an x-ray taken of his
head. The mere fact that this young fel-
low is in and out of gaol all the time shows
that there is something wrong.
%I propose to read a short extract from

a letter he sent to his mother, and I re-
gard it as a very good one. I am satisfied
the lad is not responsible for his actions.
Hie commits some petty offence, which lands
him in gaol. ,He is released, and then he
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eommits the same type of trivial offence
again. There is no sense in it. I will give
the Attorney General the young man's
name, and I urge that he has at, ex-
amination made such as I have suggested,
to see whether anything is apparent that
would be responsible for the lad's getting
into trouble so often. All he has taken in the
course of his petty thefts would not amount
to much at all. It has been just petty pil-
fering. Here is a pasiage from his letter-

Honestly, Mum, I do not know what comes
over me that makes me yield to the impulses
that continually place me behind the bars.
Still, dear, don't judge mec harshly for I am
truly repentant at the hardship and worry
that I caused you and Dad.

Those are not the sentiments of a man
who would do such things willingly. I
am satisfied in my own mind that this
young chap is not responsible for his
actions. I believe that if he received medi-
cal treatment it would be found possible to
take action that would convert him into a
decent citizen. Incidentally, he did not
send the letter I have quoted from to me,
but I happened to meet his mother in the
train, and she showved it to me. I asked
her to let me have it go that I could refer
to the matter in Parliament with a view
to seeing whether the Attorney General
could not-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Unbend a bit.

IMr. FOX: You have said it! Nest I
want to say a few words to the Minister
for Water Supply. The population of the
Rockingham district is fairly large and,
as this is a very popular holiday resort, is
increasing rapidly. Quite a number of
new houses have been built there and the
road board insists upon the minimum re-
quirements of the Health Department being
observed. Septic tanks must be installed
and wells put down to take waste water.
The town water supply is mostly obtained
from bores and small pumps. As the supply
is obtainable at very shallow depths, there
is a danger of its being contaminated. In
the circumstances, the board is anxious that
a departmental engineer shall be authorised
to visit the district and report on the pos-
sibility of providing a reticulated water
supply. Fancy a town within the metro-
politnn area not having such a service!
An officer of the Fire Brigades Board re-
cently submitted a report drawing atten-
tion to the danger to property and possibly

life owing to the inadequate water supply.
I do not know where a supply could be
obtained, because the water at present is
so near the surface and may become con-
taminated. To run a pipeline from Fre-
mantle for 12 or 14 miles would cost a
considerable sum of money; but, in view
of the increasing population at Rocking-
ham, the expenditure would be worthwhile.

The Minister for Works: Is the water
that is obtainable at present suitablei

Mr. FOX: It is adequate for domestic
supplies and can be obtained at a shallow
depth. As much of it is in close proximity
to septic tanks and so forth, there is a
danger of contamination. I hope the Min-
ister will see fit to send an inspector to
the district to report on the possibility of
providing the residents with an adequate
water supply.

The Minister for Works: You say that
the underground water is of good quality.

Mr. FOX: It is very good; but if it is
contaniinated, then it is a different matter.

The Minister for Works: I follow that.

Mr. FOX: Next I want to deal with the
protection of sea and river frontages, par-
ticularly our beaches. The Minister for
Lands knows what I am talking about. He
had something to say in the Press the other
day ak' out it. The following appeared in
''The West . Australian':-

Mr. Thorn was asked what steps had been
taken to preserve the Swan River frontages
and metropolitan seafront for public use in
the future when, with the growth of rerth
and the inereatied building of private hoines
and public institutions, the demand for sites
overlooking sea or river would be intensified.
He said that there was no prospect of any-
one obtaining Crown land with a frontage
down to the high water mark.

Survey regulations under the Land 'Act
provided that from tidal water there would
he a minimum Crown reserve of two chains
above high water mark, Mr. Thorn said. For
rivers, the minimum Crown reserve was half
a chain.

I notice that a Swan River pollution com-
mittee has been set up, and I understand
the Minister for Works ref u~ed to make
any money available to that body to carry
on its good work. I

The Minister for Works: I think you
had better make further inquiries about
that.
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Mr. FOX: I believe the Minister said it
was a principle of government that no sub-
sidy would be given unless the Govern-
ment had a say in the expenditure of the
money. That is both sound and logical.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And most profound!I

Mr. FOX: I want to direct attention to
some offensive trades that have been estab-
lished at Coogee. In this matter I do not
blame the present Government but all Gov-
ernments. A number of these undertakings
have been established there and the effluent
is running into the sea. This will endanger
a very beautiful beach. In my opinion,
those industries should be transferred to
Jandakot. There is a wool-scouring con-
cern there that is producing 2,500 tons of
first-class manure for market gardeners out
of the effluent from the works.

The Minister for Lands: What would the
Jandakot people say?

Mr. FOX: The Fremantle Road Board,
which deals with the Jandakot district, be-
lieves that the offensive trades should be
established there, and would be quite pre-
pared to accept that policy. Some land in
that locality is of low value and, if the
trades were conducted there, the effluent
could he saved and turned'into manure for
market gardens. Prior to the mechanisation
of the agricultural industry, it was the cus-
tom in years past for market gardeners to
travel hundreds of miles to collect manure
on the farmsq and rail it to the metropolitan
area for use on their properties. I fear
that unless some other avenue is made avail-
able for the market gardeners to obtain
manures, there will be danger of their having
to close down or to shift to heavier land-,
I think that is the right term to use. That
would be a serious position, as it would
mean higher prices for vegetables and the
industry is one which we wish to preserve.

We are in danger of losing the whole
of our beaches from Leighton, North I're-
mantle, to Coogee. At present the beach at
Leighton is extremely popular. I have
heard it said that there is a possibility of
some of that land being resumed for mar-
shalling yards for the railways. There is
no chance of swimming at the fish market
jetty and there is no beach from that jetty
to South Beach, which is deteriorating
greatly owing to the heavy seas coming up

from the South-West. If groynes were
built it might result in building up the
beach.

The Minister for Works: What happened
to the groynes put there?

Mr. FOX: They were washed away. Evi-
dently the stones were not large enough and
the seas were so heavy that they washed
them away. At the time we thought the
groynes would assist in building up a
beach. The Coogee beach is one of the most
popular in Western Australia. Thousands
of people visit it yearly from all parts of
the State. Farmers go there for a holiday
after harvesting, in the hottest part of the
year. It is also common for farmers to
holiday at Rockingham and South Fre-
man tle.

It -would be a calamity if the beaches were
spoilt. We should preserve them for pos-
terity; they are in our custody and should
not be destroyed by noxious trades. This
is a national question and I hope the Gov-
erment will do its best to ban noxious
trades in the vicinity of South Coogee. I
have only one other matter to deal with.
The member for Sussex-I am very pleased
to say-eulogised our timber workers. He
spoke of their loyalty and the excellent work
they were doing. Notwithstanding this
eulogy, the week before last the timber work-
ers were given the worst award in Australia
by the President of the Arbitration Court.
Their advocate was told that it was no use
making a comparison of wages paid to
workers in the industry in the Eastern
States.

I would ask the member for Sussex to
be good enough to contact the mill owners
and ask them to show their appreciation
of the work done by the timber workers by
giving them the same conditions as prevail
in the Eastern States for workers doing the
same class of work. There is nothing to
prevent the mill owners from paying bigher
wages than those specified in the award, as
these are the minimum wages. I know that
perhaps ruillowners are not always as
generous as they might be to their workers.
I was talking to one of these workers and
he told me of a big job that was given to
him by one of the biggest timber companies
in the State. It was to cut a keel 51 ft.
long for a ship and a kelson 48 ft. long.
He was given is. 6d. a ft. to cut this timber.
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This happened a good few years ago. He
had to go into the bush, fell the tree and
square it with a broad axe. This took him
about a week and he received £7 Bs. 6id. for
his labour.

A year or two afterwards this man hap-
pened to be speaking to another who
was building a barge and he was talking
about this work. He told me that the two
pieces of timber were supplied to him, and
when asked what he paid for them
be replied, "Z90." So the millowner got
£00, while the worker got only £7 8s. 6id.
There must have been a very wide margin
of profit. Of course, there was the cost of
haulage from the bush to the railway line
and rail freight. It took two trucks to
transport the timber, but nevertheless the
profit must have been great. I ask the
member for Sussex to say to the millowners
when next he sees them, "What good work-
ers you have in the industry. How I ad-
mire their loyalty. I hope you will show
your appreciation by giving them conditions
equal to those enjoyed by timber workers
in the Eastern States."

'Mr. HEGNEY: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

M. HEGNEY
fore I resume my
hard things about
the Government.

(Pilbara) [11.28]: Be-
seat I may say a*few
the Parties comprising

Mr. Reynolds: You are too modest.

Mr. HEGNEY: Anything I say, how-
ever, will be of a purely political nature,
not personal. I take this opportunity-it
may be one of the last that some of us
will have, although I am not a pessimist-
of expressing my appreciation to members
on both sides of the House for the good-
will and personal friendship they have
shown to mue since I have been a member.
Some of us may not be back here next
year. You, yourself, Sir, will have a hard
TOW to hoe along with others; but whatever
the result I think the personal goodwill to
which I have referred will be permanent.
The first item in the Estimates is the Vote
for the Legislative Council. It is a rather
appropriate commencement, as I propose to
lose no opportunity to enter my emphatic
protest against the continuation of what
I call the undemocratic form of :govern-

ment in Western Australia. The member
for South F'remantle referred to the con-
stitution of another plate and I propose to.
make a few comments on it also.

It was as far back as 1832 that the first
Legislative Council was established in this
State and at that time there was no com-
pulsory -education. Many years later the
constitution of the Council was altered.
But all down the years we find that the
constitution of the Legislative Council has
been such that many ordinary citizens have
had no right to vote for any member
of that Chamber and consequently 'no
say, in the final analysis, in the Govern-
ment of their country. Whatever way one
looks at the position today one must be
forced to the conclusion that we are ruled
by the minority. There are some 500,000
people in the State, and in round figures
there are 300,000 on the Assembly roll.
But not one-third of that number are on
the Legislative Council roll. Although
every citizen in Western Australia who is.
entitled to vote for the Assembly has also
the right to vote in connection with elec-
tions for the House of Representatives and
for senators in the Federal Parliament, he
cannot exercise that same privilege as far
as the State Legislative Council is con-
cerned.

Members on this side of the House, when
they formed the Government, adopted vari-
ouis means and made many attempts to alter
that undemocratic position; hut on every
occasion, if we had a majority here, we
were foiled in another place; and more
than once Bills which left this Chamber,
and had for their object the liberalis-
ig of the Legislative Council franchise

did not pass the second reading in the
Legislative Council. The Legislative Coun-
cil is of an elective character, the same
to all intents and purposes as are similar
Chambers which exist in South Australia,
Victoria and Tasmania. It is true that at
one time a Legislative Council was part of
the Queensland set-up, but in that State
the Council was a nominee Chamber, and
27 years ago the Queensland Labour Goy-
er-nment was able to abolish it. It is signi-
ficaut that since that time for only three
years has a non-Labour Government
adorned the Treasury bench of the Queens-
land Parliament and that was from 1920
to 1.932.
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In New South Wales the position is
somewhat different, but the Labour ad-
ministration there has a majority in both
Rouses and is able to interpret the wishes
of the people 'by having legislation passed
in the Assembly and being fairly well as-
mured that that legislation will substantially
pass the Legislative Council. That is not
so, however, in this State. As a matter of
fact, in this Chamber we have mn who,
if they resigned tomorrow, would not be
entitled to nominate for a seat in the
Legislative Council because they are not 30
years of age. The present Government, it
is true, last year introduced a measure which
to a certain extent 'would have liberalised
the franchise for the Legislative Council, but
that was defeated by Council members. Time
and time again we have been told that the
Legislative Council of Western Australia is
a House of Review, a house of checks; a
chamber to prevent hasty legislation, But
we lind-- and membe rs opposite will agree
-that the Legislative Council is just as
]much a Party I-ouse as the Legislative As-
sembly and even more bitterly so. Practi-
cally every member of the Council is either
at member of the Labour Party or the
Liberal and Country League or the Country
and Democratic League, yet people are con-
sistently told that the Legislative Council
is a House of Review.

The 'Minister for Works: Have you
watched the division lists!

Mr. HIEGNEY: The attempts by the
Labour Government to liberalise the fran-
chise included a measure which had for its
object the altering of the powers of the
Legislative Council to bring that House into
eonformity with the British Parliament as
constituted under the British Parliament Act
of 1911. That measure was defeated by the
Legislative Council, and whatever attempts
are made by this Chamber along those lines
-are defeated. I very much doubt whether
the efforts of this Government were of a very
jerious character, because it knew that its
proposals would be defeated in another place.
It was all so mrhb propaganda for the people
of Western Australia who, the Government
thought, would be led to believe that the
Liberal-Country Party Government of West-
ern Australia was anxious to liberalize the
Legislative Council franchise.

I object to the continuation of the fran-
,chise on its present basis, which was de-

signed for the days when there was no com-
pulsory education; when the great masses
of the workers had very little education in
this State; and when the Council was sup-
posed to be a House to protect property,
only those who had a stake in the country
having a say in the government of the coun-
try through the Legislative Council.

The member for South Fremantle referiyd
to remarks of a laudatory character made by
the member for Sussex concerning the tim-
ber workers. However, by virtue of the fact
that many of those timber workers are living
in small homes in the South-West of
the State and do not -pay Ts. a
week in rent, they are debarred from
having a vote for the, Legislative
Council. The thing Is too prepos-
terous; and if there is anything tli* will
help encourage people to think Federally it
is the realisation that although they have a
vote for the Legislative Assembly of W~est-
ern Australia they have no say in the elec-
tion of members to the Legislative Council.

What is the position if the Legislative
Counacil refuses to pass any measure agreed
to by this Chamber? We had a demonstra-
ion only as late as today, when it was indi-

cated that the Legislative Council had dis-
agreed to a certain Bill passed by this
Chamber. Yet this Chamber is representa-
tive of the people of Western Australia and
the members of the Assembly are! elected on
an adult franchise bassis, No matter what
the Minister in charge of a Bill doeA; no
matter what arguments are submitted by the
Legislative Assembly, if the Legislative
Council decides that it is going to remain
adamant in its opposition to that Bill what
is the remedy? There is -no remedy. We have
to accept the dictates of the Legislative
Council or have our legislation thrown over-
board. Is that democraeyl Of course not!
Is that rule by the majority?

In the final analysis it boils down to
minority government, to government by the
minority of the people of Western Australia.
No member of this Assembly could success-
fully or seriously argue that the Legislative
Council is representative of the majority of
the people of this State. I have -explored
various avenues but I find it is almost im-
possible to alter the franchise for the Legis-
lative Council unless that Council itself
agrees to an appropriate measure passed
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by this Chamber. I take this ,oppor-
tunity of expressing briefly my senti-
ments in regard to the Legislative Council.
I hope the day will come when the Cham-
ber wvill be elected more in line with
modern-day thought, and more in accord-
ance with the practices obtaining in the
Commonwealth Parliament.

If it is good enough for the people of
Western Australia to elect members to the
Commonwealth Parliament to legislate for
Australia-wide affairs, and indeed for af-
fairs of an international eharacter, is it
not logical to ask that the Legislative Coun-
cil should be elected on the same basis'
Why should privilege, pelf, property and
power continue to hold sway)? Why should
not the people have the same right in con-
nection with their vote for members of the
Legislative Council as for members of the
Legislative Assembly? I hope the rising
generation will take notice of the position
and realise that it is democracy in name
only so far as the Government is concerned.

Mr. Reynolds: Hypocrisy, you mean!

31r. TIEGYRY: I wish to deal with a
few matters concerning an area in which
I am interested, and that is the progressive
district of Mt. Hawthorn. I shall refer
to one or two sections of the Mt. Hawthorn
district, and indicate that representations
will in due course be made to the Minister
for Railways to hav~ the proposed trolley-
bus terminus extended from the corner of
Oxford-street and Scarborough Beach-road
to a point further along Scarborough Beach-
road, the point being at the junction of
The Boulevarde, Dover-street, nnd Scar-
borough Beach-road.

In reply to a question, the Minister was
good enough to say that the length of the
turn-around for the trolleybusses at the re-
serve at Mt. Hawthorn was approximately
17 chains. He also indicated that the length
of the trolleybus line from the Oxford-street
terminus to the present terminus was 18
chains. But it is quite evident that the
present tram terminus would be unsuitable
for trolleybusses. If, however, we extend
the route to the point I -have indicated at
Dover-stret-a distance, speaking from
memory, of only 18 or 20 chains-it would
serve the schoolchildren nearby as well as
the other residents. The people there con-
sider that to have the terminus at the end
of Oxford-street 'would be a retrograde
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step. It has been pointed out, too, that if
the Osborne Park petrol bus is to be used,
they will be required to pay a minimum of
3d. on the outward journey from Perth.
If they are required to use the bus on the
journey to Perth it would, in peak periods,
be fully loaded by the time it got to the
locality I have indicated. I hope the Min-
ister will give serious consideration to the
wishes of those people. I also asked a
question in connection with seWerage ex-
tensions and I was pleased to have the as-
surance of the Minister for Works that
within the next two years, it is possible
that the sewerage will be extended to the
Joondanna. district, where many homes
have been built lately.

Another matter I desire to touch on is
that of water supplies for the Tuart Hill
dist-jet. I had a look over the Yokine
Reservoir the other dliy, and I was much
impressed with the progress made. The
reservoir is a first-class job. The people
with whom I have spoken in the Tuart Hill
dist-.ict assure me that when it is in opera-
tion it will be a boon to them, particularly
in the summer months. There is a road
leading from Main-street, Osborne Park,
to Charles-street, and it is called Curtis-
street. Busses operate along it. The road
is very narrow. As the road from Scar-
borough through to Main-street and on to
Curtis-street, Charles-street and Rloyal-
street, goes past the Yokine golf links to
Walter-road which leads to Bassendean, it
should be wore or less a main highway or
artery, and I suggest that the Minister give
consideration to requesting the Main Roads
Commissioner to look at the advisability
of widening the road from Mlain-street to
Walter-road through Inglewood and Mor-
ley Park.

It is my intention to throw the spotlight
for a few moments on the two Parties con-
stituting the Government. As I said earlier,
my remarks will be purely of a political
character. The people of Western Austra-
lia should know something about the con-
stitution of the two Parties opposite, and
just how a position could arise in which
there will continue to be unsound Govern-
ment. So that I may substantiate my re-
mnarks, I propose to read at some length
from leading articles of ''The West Austra-
lian." reports from prominent members of
the Government, reports from prominent
members of the Liberal Party, now known



[ASSEMBLY.]

as the Liberal and Country League, and
also reports from the Country and lkmo-
cratic League, the political counterpart of
which, I understand, is now known as the
Country Party. I desire to quote from the
leading article of "The West Australian"
of the 15th June, 1949. It is headed "The
Last Session" and I refer to the following
paragraph:

The things to remember are that this is the
pre-eleetion session; that there has been a re-
distribution of Beats; that the Government
has to depend on at least one independent
for its majority; that two of its supporters
are contesting seats at the next Federal elec-
tion, and that the Government can hardly
hope to control the House if it remains in ses-
sion after those members are required, to re-
sign. Attention to those points will explain
most things that are likely to happen this
-session.

That explains why I was denied the adjourn-
ment of the debate this evening; it is the
reason why the Government seems com-
pelled, if not impelled, to keep members
here until two and three o'clock in the morn-
ing. The idea, as far as I can see, is to
close the session as quickly and hastily as
possible so that the Government can take
cover.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
we can say it is hasty.

Mr. H EGNEY: I am going to add five
minutes to my speech for every interjetion
-and that is not a threat either. The next
report I desire to quote refers to political
problems. It is the leading article of "IThe
West Australian," wvhich is the mouthpiece
of the Liberal and Country League, of Mon-
day, the 23rd May, 1949. The relevant por-
tion of the article is as follows:

The Government's concern will be to 'finish
its essential business end end the session be-
fore Messrs. Leslie and Grayden resign from
the State Houw. Politics and politicians are
-not always predictable, but it is a fair as-
mtumption that both Government and Opposi-
tion will be keeping their eyes on the main
chance, which is the general election now not
more than 9 or 10 months off if this Par-
liamert lives out its allotted span. The Gov-
erunient wilt he well advised to keep its 1949)
legislative programme down to the barest
essentials, to produce its Budget as early as
possible and to give a firm undertaking that
it will afford members more reasonable op-
portunity than they were given last year for
debating the Estimates. This debate should
take the place of the Address-in -reply debate
and providle the forum from 'wbicb Ministers
can outline what they have done--

That would not ha hard for them to do--
-and propose to do in their various depart-
ments and from which Opposition speakers
can criticise Government performance and
policy.

The Minister for Housing a few moments
ago meekly interjected that there was no-
thing hasty about it, but I submit that those
extracts from the mouthpiece of the Govern-
ment clearly indicate that the Government
has taken its instructions and is doing every-
thing possible to short-circuit this session.
If that were not the ease, why was the time-
honoured Address-in-reply debate elimin-
atedl Was there any logical or cogent rea-
son for the elimination of the Address-in-
reply debate in this, the last session of the
Parliament, other than that the Government
wants to take cover, as 1 have just suggested?
The leading article of "The West Austra-
lian" of the 18th. November, 1946, stated,
in the last couple of paragraphs-

In New South Wales a divided Opposition
has just contrived to lose another seat to
Labour as the net result of four by-elections.
But in South Australia a united group of
those parties which are now in opposition
everywhere else in Australia has held public
support and has remained in office ever since
the depression. That is a lesson not to he
overlooked in other States. In this State
many electors would welcome prompt action
by the C.DL. to make possible amalgamation
with the Liberal Party on equal terms, and
in time to permit the two groups to fight the
approaching election as one party.

It will be seen that the Liberal Party was
then appeal ing for amalgamation. Indeed,
in 1945 the present member for Beverley
made overtures to the Country and Demo-
cratic League in an endeavour to effect an
amalgam ation between the two parties. I
come flow to a paragraph in "The West
Australian" of the 3rd February, 1947,
where the following appears-

State Elections, United Opposition. C7om-
plete Agreement Reached. The Lender of
the Country and Democratic League (Mr.
'Watts) and the Leader of the Liberal Party
(Mr. MeLarty) said yesterday that the two
parties would present a united front at the
forthcoming elections. The policies of the
two parties would have the same objetives,
they said, and if the elections res~ulted in the
defeat of the Labour Government the people
of the State would be assured of a composite
Government of the two parties with a com-
prehensive and progressive programme of leg-
islation and deve lopment in which hoth parties
would he in complete agreement. Both leaders
expressed their pleasure at being able-to make
this announcement, and their appreciation of
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the work done by the Parliamaentary inter-
Party Committee which had been set up some
time ago to confer in these matters.

What a change since February, 1947! We
know just how much agreement was reached.
I will quote now f rom. the Liberal Party
Bible under date of the 10th January, 1949.
The heading is---"Opposition Disunity."

Hion. J. B. Sleeman: Have you read what
Archie Cameron said on the mess they are
making?

Mr. HEGNEY: This article says-
The proper and sensible course for the

Liberal and Country Parties would be to
abandon their separate identities and to fornm
a united party even at the risk of a burviving
Country Party "rump" of little political
importance.

I would like to know where the rump is.
It continues--

The Country Party 's refusal to do this is,
in fact, the only real issue between the two
bodies.

That certainly does not indicate that corn-
plete agreement has been maintained, even
if it was reached some time previously.

Mr. Nalder: Surely you do not believ'e
all you read.

Mr. HIEGNEY: I am working up to the
time when the amalgamation was dealt with.
I will quote now from "The West Aus-
tralian" of the 14th February, 1949, where
the following appears-

Beverley, February 13th. A well-attended
meeting arranged by the W-A. Division of
the Liberal Party last night decided to form
a brancb of the party ia Beverley.

Mr. Downing said that the Liberal move-
ment was making tremendous strides and in
this State there were now 90 branches, the
majority being in country areas. Thle party
had striven for a long period for unity with
the Country Party but its pleas had fallen
on stony ground.

I understand that Mr. Downing was then
the president of the Liberal Party in West-
ern Australia. Further on the report con-
tinlues-

Asked what constituted the real difficulty
preventing a merger of the parties in this
State~ Mr. Downing gave it as his opinion
that it was a matter of personalities. He be-
lieved that certaia Country Party Leaders
desired to remain leaders.

Sir Charles Latbam said the Country Party
was at one with the Liberal Party in its
opposition to Socialism. The policies were
identical and, he would do all be could to
bring about unity.

Mr. A. W. Miles said that most of the
members of the Liberal Party in the district
were also members of the OJXLL. They had
been striving for one party and were going
to demnd one party, despite the attitude that
leaders might adopt.

I come now to the 5th March, 1949, where
the C.D.L., in its generosity, made an offer
to the Liberal Party. In *-The West Aus-
tralian" of the 5th March the following
appeared-

A proposnl for the creation of a federation
of the Country and Democratic League and
the Liberal Party in this Stat is contained
in a resolution agreed to by the executive of
the C.D.L. onl Thursday. The resolution dealt
in detail with the O.D.L, proposal and in-
eluded the formation of a joint management
committee to' prepare election policies and to
conduct State and Federal elections. The full
resolution was-

Common Iaterest.
"In view of the urgent need of combat-

lag nationalisation and socialisation in
Australia and the verified fact that at-
tempts at the creation of one party at the
present time would result in the loss of
support in certain country areas and a
grave risk of the foundation of another
political party to represent such interests:

1. The Country, and Democratic League
proposes to the Liberal Party the crea-
tion of a non-Labour, anti-socilisation
federation of the two parties with the
same intent as actuated the formation of
the Australian Constitution, namely, the
placing of matters of common interest
under the management of a management
committee jointly and equally representa-
tive of both parties, whose chairman shall
be elected by the joint cornmittee, while
leaving matters of more domestic interest
in the hands of the separate committees
of management which could be taken as
representing the governing bodies of the
separate States.

2. The joint management committee to
prepare (a) election policies suibscrihed
to by both organisations; (b) the con-
duct of State and Federal elections, in-
cluding finance--

and I will deal with that later-
-in such a way as to obviate to the ut-
most three-cornered contests or conflicting
organisation.'

There arc at number of other points enumer-
ated by the executive of the Country Party
but I do not propose to read them in detail.
As far as I can see, that is the first offer
of the Country and Democratic League to
the Liberal Party, and on the 11th March,
1L949, following the Liberal rejection of the
C.D.t. offer, "The West Australian" con-
tained the followin:-
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The president of the State branch of the
Liberal Party (Mr. Frank Downing) said
yesterday that the party's State executive
had considered the latest proposals of the
C.D.L. on Wednesday night. While at first
sight it might be thought that they offered
a close link between the two parties, a Miore
careful examination bad revealed that they
were merely a variation of earlier offers, and
provided no new or practical solution of the
objectionable features which had always
existed in the C.D.L, formulas.
I will read the statement of the Minister
for Railways and Transport later on, -when
be wakes up.

The executive could find no reason now to
accept proposals wiich had already been dis-
cussed in detail omgevernl occasions, and on
which its views wMh already well known to
the C.D.L. and to the public, Mr. Downing
said. The CXX.L. was intent on preserving its
claims that it alone should be permitted to
represent country electorates and that the
Liberal Party should confine its activities to
the metropolitan and urban areas. This -was
completely opposed to the Liberal Party's be-
lief that a political party should be repro-'
sentative of the 'whole State, and not of any
one area or section.

It was not difficult, he said, to imagine the
dilemma of the proposed joint management
committee in trying to conduct an election in
which members of the two separate parties
sought endorsement for the same seats. A con-
flict would inevitably arise, and the whole
"federation" would break down.

The executive of the Liberal Party was
convinced that the reasons advanced by the
C.D.L. leaders for their refusal to entertain
the idea of the formation of a joint party
were fallacious, and it affirmed its belief that
the only solution was the formation of such
a party. If, as the president of the C.D.t.
(Ift, Milford fl. Smith) said, the latest pro-
posnl was "the utmost length" to which the
C.D.L. executive was prepared to go, it was
obvious that any further negotiation with that
body was hopeless.

Hon. A. T1. Pnnton: That is 'vhen the
member for Beverley got out.

Mr. JIEGNEY: It eontinues-.
The C.D.L. leaders admitted the gravity of

the present political situation, but they were
not prepared to risk their executive positions
in the interests of the State, Mr. Downing
said. The Liberal Party had no doubt that
a merger was desired by a majority of the
members of the C.Dt., and within the last
fortnight it had requested the C.D.L. to, take
a poll of its members to ascertain their views.

lHon. A. H.L Panton: A secret ballot!

Mr. HEGNEY: This statement con-
eludes-

This had heen refused for reasons undis-
closed. However, recent happenings in coun-
try areas suggested that C.D.L. members were

now taking matters into their own hands, and
tbe Liberal Party was hopeful that an amal-
gamation would yet be achieved.

IMembers can see, as I work up to the climax,
that Frank Downing'is becoming more and
more prominent and the pressure on the
Country Party is becoming more and more
pronounced. I move-

That leave be granted to continue'-my speech
at a later time.

The CHAIRMAN: There must be no dis-
sentient voice on this motion.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. HEGNEY: I thank members for the
vote. 'Under date the 22nd March, I have
an extract from "The West Austtlian"
headed "Liberal Party Accused by State
Minister." As, in' my opinion, it was a
very sound and solid statement, I propose
to read the lot. It is from Pingelly, and
states-

Although within six or seven months of an
election termed the most important in Aus-
tralian history, the Liberal Party was en-
gaged in fighting not the Labour Party but
the Couintry Party-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Who said that?

Mr. HEGNEY: The 'Minister for Trans-
Port-

Mr. Seward, who was giving reasons at a
public meeting in the IRSJa. Hall why the
Cotietry and Democratic League should not
amalgamate with the Liberal Party, said that
proof of his statement was obtained from an
admission at the meeting tbat the Liberal
Party had 12 organisers in electorates at pre-
sent held by Country Party members-

I shall hare s9omething to say about where
the funds are found to pay for those 12
organisers, and a lot of others, before I
resume my seat. The statement continues-
-including the only W.A. electorate in the
Federal Parliament that returned a non-
Labour member (Mr. L. W. Hamilton, Swan).
Mr. Seward claimed that each organiuation
should now be engaged in organising in elec-
torates represented by Labour instead of giv-
ing their time repelling the attacks being
made by the other.

If the Liberal Party succeeded in defeating
all Country Party members of Parliament,
which of course they could not do, it would
not benefit that party one jot in Parliament.
That could only ha done by defeating a
Labour member. The present fight was one-
I want to emphasise this, because it is most
important-
-the present fight was one of city interestsr
versus country interests, said Mr. Sew ard. That
issue brought the Country Party in to existence.
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Mr. Seward appealed to the Liberal Party
executive to cease ''the senseless fight"~
so that each organisation could, while
conducting a campaign in electorates held
by them, join forces in eleelhorateA ix
which Labour had a 'prospect of win-,
ning. He said that at' meetings conducted
by he Liberal Party recently, it had been said
that all advances made by the Liberal execu-
tive had been turned down. That was untrue.
At each conference of the C.DL., resolutions
had been carried which, while stating that
the C.D.t. was determined to maintain its
own identity, desired close co-operation with
the Liberal Party with a view to preventing
three-cornered contests where possible. How-
ever, the answer to all C.U.L. approaches had
been amalgamation or nothing.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Sydney or the
bush!7

Mr. HEGNEY: Another article follows
dealing with the regret of representatives
from Tamabellup at the rejection. I will
not enter into detail on that. But I pro-
pose to read something which in my opinion,
even at this early hour of the morning, is
most amusing and 'amazing. It just shows
the elasticity that some members can exhibit
or bring into play for the purpose of get-
ting a seetion. As it is most amusing I
propose to read the lot. It is beaded-

CDL. Member Seeks Dual Endorsement:

'This is following the series of conferences
and innuendoes-

Hon. A. A. 1M. Coverley: Harmony!

Mr. HEGNEY: The bon. member has
.said it. Those were very much the remarks
of the leaders for some time previously.

Mr. Yates: What paper is thnte1

Mr. HEGNEY: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber; it is the mouthpiece of his Party, and
it is dated the 1st April, 1949. The article
goes on-

The disclosure that he had made an offer to
the Liberal Party to accept the dual endorse-
ment of the Country and Democratic League
and the Liberal Party for the Canning elec-
torate at the nest Federal election was made
yesterday by Air. L. W. Hamilton, C.D.L.
member for Swan in .the House of Repre-
sentatives.

Hon. A. B. G. Hawke: A very generous
offer, too.

Mr. HEGNEY: -

Mr. Hamilton made his disclosure during
the course of comment on the political meet-
ing at Beverley on Wednesday, when it was
agreed to form a new party to be known as
the Liberal Country League.

"'Assuming that another party does spring
from the Bleverley decision,'' he said, "'I con-
sider it most important that it should be
aware that at the expressed wish of the Leader
of the Federal Opposition (Mr. Menzies) and
in the full knowledge of the Leader of the
Country Party (Mr. Fadden)-

Hon. A. H. Penton: Good old Artie!

Mr. HEGNEY:-
-1 made this offer on March 21 through the
State president of the Liberal Party (Mr.
Frank Downing) consequent upon a communi-
cation addressed to Mr. Downing by Mr.
Menzies.

Hon, JT. B. Sleeman: If he could only
get the Labour endorsement he would be
O.K.

M 'r. REGNEY: -

"I made the offer in an endeavour to bring
about the closest possible harmony between
the two parties, but this offer has neither
been accepted, rejected or viewed with the
favour anticipated by the Federal leaders in
view of the fact that, apart from all else, not
one member of the Federal Opposition, except
possibly in Western Australia, will be opposed
at thc forthcoming ejection by a candidate
from the non-socialistic forces.''

and I will have something to say about the
term that has been used and bandied about
for the purpose of trying to misrepresent
the Labour Party's objects. I hope to get
on to that about 3 a.m.
Mr. Hamilton said that apart from the signi-
ficant fact-either by accident or design-
that every member of the provisional commit-
tee with~ possibly one exception formed to set
up 4he new Liberal Country Lengue was a re-
sid~rt of the Canning Federal division. There
were five very important questions to be
answered before one could make any detailed
comment on the decision arrived at Beverley.
Those questions were:

Mr. Hamilton was still speaking.
1. Will the new party become affiliated

with the Australian Country Party?
2. Will the new party act as agent for, or

affiliate with, the Liberal Party of Australia?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Very searching
questions!

Air. HEGNEY: You can search me! Con-
tinuin-

3. If either of these affiliations is intended,
where is the new party of which we hear so
much?

Hon. A. H. Panton: Oh where, oh wheret
Mr. HEG1NEY: -

4. If neither of these two is intended, why
create a party, in addition to the existing
Liberal and Country Parties and further con-
fuse the position?
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Hon. A. ]E. Panton: There is nothing like
having one up your sleeve.

Mr. HEGNEY: -

5. With what party--Country Party or
Liberal-will elected members of this new
party, if any, sit in the Federal Parliament?
The answering of these questions, said Mr.
Hlamilton-
Incidentally, he has to answer them, too.
-should be within the prerogative of any one
of three men, and he therefore invited them
to answer them. The three were: Mr.
Downing--

Mr. Kelly: What again!
Mr. HEGNEY: -

-and Messrs. W. R. Gillespie and A. W.
Miles, both of Beverley.

Hon. J, B. Sleeman: M1iles! I have beard
that name before.

Mr. HEGNEY: -

If these questions were not answered satis-
factorily and quickly by any one of these men,
then all he could do at this juncture was to
paraphrase the title of a weUl known war song
by saying, "There'll Always Be a Country
Party''

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You are a good
speaker but a terrible singer.

Mr. Leslie: You bad better stick to speak-
ing; never mind about the singing.

Mr. HEGNEY: Members 'will see from
Mr. Hamilton's statement that he does not
know where he stands.

Hon. A. Ri. G. Hawke: He does not.

Mr. HEGNEY: He wants the endorse-
ment of the Liberal Party and that of tfte
Country Party. I do not know whether he
has received the endorsement of the Liberal-
Country League, but one can see that even
the Liberal Party is against many of the
members of the Country Party. Mr. Hamil-
ton here is rather concerned about his en-
dorsement and, while the Country Party is
not prepared to amalgamate with the Liberal
Party because it does not trust it, Mr.
Hamilton wanted to obtain the endorsement
of both Parties. I do not know 'whether
he has received the endorsement of the
Country and Democratic League, the old
Liberal Party or the Liberal and Country
League or both, but time 'will tell.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Mr. Gillespie is
going to oppose them.I

Mn. HEGNEY: In "The West Australian"
of the 13th of April, 1940, we find the draft
constitution for the new Party and as mem-
bers of the Country Party no doubt have

seen that draft I do not propose to read
the full context, but reference is made in
the article to the selecting of candidates,
to the management committee and so forth.
I now come to this famous Beverley meet-
mng. It was held on the 30th March, and
an extended report of the proceedings ap-
peared in "The West Australian" of the
following day. The report included the fol-
lowing reference to the remarks of the
general president of the C.fl.L., Mr. Smith-

The Beverley branch of the 0.D.L. in call-
ing the meeting had acted against the will of
the league's last conference. The meeting had
been called by the Liberal Party, assisted by
C.D.t. members who were not prepared to
abide by a majority decision.

A voice: That is not so.
Mr. Smith said that the C.D.L. conference

bad agreed that it did not want a merger with
the Liberal Party but that it was prepared
to co-operate. Ile regretted that the meeting
had been called. It was calling attention to
the fact that there w~s disunion between the
two parties.

A voice: There id, tool1

I am not dealing with the question of dis-
unity between the two Parties. My object is
to show the people of Western Australia
in time just what they are facing up to,
just what is being put over them by the
Liberal Party and some members of the
Country Party. The report goes on-

Sir Charles Lathaum, M.L .0., said that 'the
C.D.L. had served the State well in its 37
years of existence. The Inst two C.D.L. con-
ferences had rejected motions for aL merger.
The meeting was a backdoor method 'of over-
riding the decision of the majority.

Those are the views of Sir Charles Latham,
a man who once adorned this Chamber as
Leader of the Opposition and now holds a
seat in another place.

Hon. A. ii. Panton:- He is Leader of the
Opposition there!

Mr. HEGNEY:. The report goes on to
show that MNr. Gillespie objected to that and
said there was no baekdoor method what-
ever. Mr. Watt asked Sir Charles to with-
draw. I understand that Mr. Watt is not
the gentleman who now occupies the position
of Acting Premier.

The Acting Premier: I was not there.
Mr. HEGNEY: I am very pleased to hear

that. However, the report goes on to say-
Sir Charles withdrew and was applauded.

The meeting, he said, was being held to de-
termine how the Labour Government could be
defeated at the next election.
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Of course it was!
The C.D.L. had had the best arrangements

with the National and Liberal Parties. There
had never been a disloyal action.

Apparently be has not read Menzies on
Fadden or Fadden on Menzies.

The C.D.t. had never disagreed with them.
Why was it that this rumpus was brought f or-
ward now just before an eleetion9 What was
proposed was to set brother against brother.

The C.D.L., Sir Charles said, -was a middle
of the road organisation.

Hon. A. ff. Panton: Sitting on the fence.

Mr. HEGNEY: Sir Charles continued-
It was realised that they should all work

together, but tbere were some people witb
fixed ideas is polities.

There are also some who have no fixed
ideas at all in politics..
Men who had come from the Goldfields and
had taken up land had joined up with the
C.D.L. If he were to say to them that he was
a Liberal he would be fearful.

Then we have later on in the report this
reference-

Mr. J. I. Mann, M.L.A. for Beverly,-

1 am sorry the hon. member is not in the
Chamber just now. I want to make it clear
that anything I say about the member for
Beverley will be political-
-who was greeted with applause when he rose
to speak, said that since his recent resigna-
tion from the C.D.L. he had received letters
from all over the State urging an amalgama-
tion of the parties to defeat Labour.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: He received letters
from the whole two of them.

Mr. HEONEY: He continued-
Sound Government could not be accom-

plished by a coalition.

Hon. A. II. Panton: Hear, 'hear!
Hon. J1. B. Sleenian:-.I agree with him,

too.I
Mr. HEG-NEY: He went on-
A merger had to take place. Hie did not

care if he did not slit in Parliament again-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Much!

Mr. HEGNEY: And he is not the only
one. He continued-
-lie would contest the next election for the
Beverley seat as a Liberal-Country candidate.
Members will have noticed from the re-
port of this initial meeting, as a result of
which the Liberal and Country League was
formed, that experienced members were
there and these included Sir Charles Latham

-a man who has received a knighthood
for services to the State over a long period
of years, a man who had been Leader of
his Party for many years, a man who was
Deputy Premier from 1930 to 1933 when he.
said they were going to find work for all,
a man who at the time the Federal basic
wage was lower than the State basic wage
said he would apply the Federal basic wage
here-who told the meeting that if he in-
formed some of the Country Party mem-
bers that he was a Liberal, he would be
fearful.

Ron. A. H. Panton: And he is a big
fellow, too!

Mr. HEGNEY: Why this distrust of the
Liberal Party? I will come to that point
later on in the morning. Furthermore, we
have Mr. J. L.-Mann, M.b.A. for Beverley,
assuring the meeting that sound Govern-
ment could not be accomplished by a coali-
tion and that a merger would have to take
place. In all seriousness, I assure members
that I have for many years held that a coali-
tion could never successfully function as
a Government for any lengthy time,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That has been
proved.

Mr. Leslie: Yes, to the contrary now.

IMr. HEGNEY: I have a -recollection of
a composite Government in this State dur-
ing tha war period.

The Minister for Housing: There was
also one in England.

Mr. HEGNEY: I have a vivid recollec-
tion of a coalition Government in the Fed-
eral arcna. I have in mind the Bruce-Page
Government.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawke: That was a con-
fusion Government.

,Mr. HEGNEY: And also the Menzies-
Fadden Government. Those coalition or
fusion Governments were not successful.
No member of the Government or of the
Country Party can claim that the Men zies-
Fadden Government was successful. Why,
when this country was facing the greatest
crisis in its history, the members of the
Menzies-Fadden Government were rang-
liug amongst themselves!I When the Jap-
anese were coming down fasi from their
homeland to invade Australia, did Mr. Men-
rims and Mr. Fadden worry about the Aus-
tralian people or the security of the Aus-
tralian nation? Those were the last things
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they thought of. What they wordied about
was one trying to put something over the
other. As a matter of fact, a11 the bitter-
ness and hostility shown by Mr. Menzies to
Mr. Fadden and vice versa could not pos-
sibly be shown by 31r. Menzies to Air' Chif-
ley or by 'Mr. Chifley to Mr. Menzies.

I repeat, in the greatest crisis of Aus-
tralia's history, when Mr. M1enzies and Mr.
Fadden held office, they were weighed in
the balance and found wanting, because
there was so much division. I invite any
member of the Government to look up the
Federal "Hansard" and the various news-
papers published in the Eastern States,' and
they will find that Mn. Menzies called Mr.
Fadden anything hut a gentleman and that
Mr. Fadden in no uncertain terms indicated
just what he thought ;f M1r. Menzies. And
these gentlemen are the representatives of
various political Parties in the Australian
Commonwealth 1

The Attorney General: Ward and Chifley
are not doing too badly now!

Mr. HEGNEY: When the crisis was at
its height, the late John Curtin took over
the reins of Government and since then the
affairs of the Commonwealth have been ad-
ministered by a Labour Government. Its
members faced the electors in 1943 and in
1946, and both during the war period and
in the immediate post-war period the people
of Auntralia returned them to office with
no uncertain majority.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: And they will again
in 1940.

Mr. lIE ONEY: I shall leave that phase
and return to it later in the evening

The Attorney General: Morning, please!

Mr. HEGNEY: Dealing with the type of
propaganda that has been disseminated
throughout Australia in connection with
Labour's objective. I shall Pow proceed to
read an extract from the leading article
of "The West Australian" of the 1st April,
1949.

Mr. Nalder: You read that before.

Mn. HEGNEY: There are a number of
these leadingF articles instructing the Govern-
ment what it is to do, and whven the Liberal
section of the Government makes a decision
the rest must follow, The article in qlues-
tion is headed "Non-Labour Unity," and is
as follows-

The attitude of the C.D.t. is not very help-
ful; a more reasonable attitude would he to
co-operate in testing rural public opinion and
to be guided by it. Surely, if it be found
that, ay, two out of three non-Labour country
electors want a merger, the C.D.L. will no
longer oppose one. To do so would be the
rankest folly.

The C.D.L. organisation and parliamentary
party are perfectly entitled (at the moni't)
to their own point of view which has the hark-
ing of two C.D.L. conferences. The Beverley
vote, however, raises some doubt as to the ex-
tent to which C.DL. conferences really re-
flect non-La bour opinion in rural diatricts. A
few more country meetings on the lines of the
Beverley meeting on Wednesday will throw
more light on that. Meanwhile, it is to be
hoped that from now on neither side will say
or do things to create unnecessary ill-will oz
foment further disunity. It is a fair guess
that the motive of the Beverley initiators of
,this move for a merger was, and is, to von-
vert the C.D.L., not to fight it. Now that the
move is started it will grow proportion tely
to the strength of the country demand for it,
If that demand generally is comparable witl
what it appears to he in and around Beverle-,
the C.D.t. might be wise not to hold to iti
present line too steadfastly, but to leave tbc
way open for- a masterly retreat.

The object of the Liberal Party is not te
fight the Country Party, but to convert it
and if certain things do not happen thE
sooner it beats a masterly retreat the beltei
it will be for the organisation. I now comsf
to a report in "The West Australian" ol
the 23rd April, 1949, headed "Non-Lahoui
Forces, C.D .L. Federation Proposal.'

IEon. A. R. G. Hawke: Nothing on tin
22nd April?

'Ar, HEGNEY: I have something her(
on the 21st April. The -report which I an
about to read contains the names of a fev
gentlemen present. I shall refer later oi
to one or two of them, but not in derogator3
terms. The article read-

Wongan Hills, April 22.-At a largely at
tended meeting at Calingiri last night, Messrs
J2 HI. Ackland, M.L.A., H. A. Leslie, MIL.C.,

This should be M.L.A.-

and E. R. S. Piesse, the endorsed Country 004

Democratic League candidate for the Senate
spoke on the C.D.L. contribution towards mn
deavours to provide for concerted action b'
West Australian non-Labour parties to defet
Socialism at the next elections.

,Reference was made to a proposal suhrnittei
by thle league to the Liberal Party for an anti
socialisation federation, to he formed by th
parties. Under this proposal both organiga
tions would retain their own identity.
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The following motion was agreed to: "This
public meeting, realising the seriousness of
the political situation, views with alarm the
suggested formation of a new political party
and hopes that the suggestion of the C.D.L.
for a federation with the Liberal party will
be carried out so that a united drive will be
made against Socialism,"

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Did the member for
Irwin-Moore agree to that?

Mr. HEGNEY: There we have the view-
point of two prominent members of the
Country and Democratic League. One of
them will be standing for Moore, and if I
know anything he will he chasing the sup-
port of a few thousand people in the Os-
borne Park and Tuart Hill districts who
are what he terms socialists, but who would
he useful at the ballot box.

Mr. Leslie: They will not have socialists.

Mr. HEGNEY: I will deal with that as-
pect later in the morning.

Hon. A. H. Panton; I hope we shall have
sausages and onions before then.

Mr. HEGNEY: The hon. member will
have some curry before then, I now quote
the leading article of "The West Australian"
of the 28th April, f949. It is headed "Non-
Labour 'Unity" and is as follows:

Early last month the member for Beverley
in the Legislative Assembly (',%r. J' 1. Mann)
resigned from the Country and Democratic
League in order to devote his time to work-
ing for a merger of the two non-Labour
parties. In his letter of resignation to the
leader of the C.D.L. (Mr. Watts), Mr. Mann
expressed his belief "that a merger now of
the nun-Labour parties would he the best
means of ensuring the defeat of the Socialists
at the election this year.'' Commenting on
.Mr. Mann's action, Mr. Watts claimed that
"the most careful inquiries indicate with over-
whelming certainty that any approach to
fusion of the non-Labour parties at this stage
wouldl result in considerable loss of support
of t~e non-Labour parties, Particularly at the
Federal election. "

There is 'Mr. Watts, the Leader of the Coun-
try Party himself and the Acting Premier
who, on the 3rd February, 1947, had indi-
cated that the objects of the Liberal Party
and the Country Party were the same in
essence and principle; that they were merg-
ing as one in the fight against the Labour

-Party in Western Australia and that there
was no difference between them! Then why
not sink their identity; why not become one
organisation? Is it because, as the Minister
for Railways said, there is a fight between
city and country interests? Is it a fight

of big business-as I will show it is,
later on-against the genuine working-class
farmer in the wheatbelt and on the Great
Southern? Is the Country Party frightened
to amalgamate with the Liberal Party be-
cause it wilt be swallowed up? Of course 1
Then why does it not come straight out and
say it does nob want to be swallowed by
the other Party? When it suits their pur-
pose members of the Country Party say,
"Our policies are identical. Our objects are
the same. We are anti-socialists, and we
will fight together to defeat socialism." I
will have something more to say about that
aspect of the propaganda spread throughout
Western Australia and designed to belittle
and besmirch the character of the Labour
movement in this country. The article goes
on to say-

Why would approximately 00 per cent, of
those present at such a meeting abstain from
voting?

Apparently it was a meeting at Corrigin.
Not for their unswerving allegiance to the

C.D.t. surely, for if that had been how they
felt, th~e voting would have been 108 to 0 for
the status quo. 1

I always -reckon that the status quo means,
"We are in as big a mess as the mess we were
in before"; and that is what this seems to
be. The article goes on-
And Clorrigin, be it remembered, lies in that
part of the wheathelt where there are said to
dwell thousands of C.D.L. supporters who
would vote Labour if the C.D.L. merged with
the Liberals. It seemis convenient to forget
that there may be throughout the State thous-
unds of electors who. now veo for Labour who
could be won from Labour by the promise
of better non-Labour candidates and stability
of non-Labour Government.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Both badly needed!

Mr. HEGNEY: So far as I know-and
I hav3 carefully and closely scrutinised the
daily Press ever since this was written-
there has been no word of protest; no digni-
fied protest; no protest of any kind from
the present members of ,the Colntry and
Democratic League, who have a right to be
and no doubt will be candidates at the
future State or Federal elections. Yet there
is a very definite and- open insult by the
mouthpiece of the Liberal and Country
League against members of the Country and
Democratic League in Western Australia.
The article proceeds-

A stoec C.D.L. argument is that country
electors will have to be educated to a taste
for Liberalism. but there is Slo evidence that
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the CXDJJ. will ever co-operate in giving them
that education. The new Liberal and Country
League is still an infant, fighting alone
against the superior political experience of the
C.D.L.
It does not say anything about the old man
kangaroo, the Liberal Party, which has been
in existence for years.

Against heavy adds its successaes to date
have not been sensational but the willingness
of nmany people to keep open minds--
as I have on this matter-
--emphasises the importance of an early and
clear and favourable declaration of Liberal
policy towards the new party which is the
emnbodimeet of the Liberal Party's own policy
of union for strength.

Hop. A, H. Panton: Have they pinched
that nowi

Mr. HEGNEY: Members will see in that
the trend df events between the Liberal Party
and the Country Party. On the 30th April,
1949, there was a further sub-leader by
"The West Australian" under the heading
of "Non-Labour Moves," and it is about
time they did! The article states, in part.-

Various reasons have beea advanced by
U.D.L. speakers why they will have nothing to
do with amalgamation with the L.C.L.' even
though they profess to he willing and eager
to co-operate, to federate or to coalesce with
the Liberals--in short to do anything except
merge in a new combined party.
T referred a while ago to big business. What
follows in this article are -words written by
the gentleman who speaks on behalf of the
Liberal Party in "The West Australian."
They are not my words. Here they ar--

Inevitably one reason has been the Liberal
Party is controlled hy ]Big Business but that
argument is difficult to reconcile with C.D.L.
protestations of the complete harmony which
exists hetween the Parliamentary parties.
Sonme say that rural opinion would not ap-
prove a merger, but those who say that have
been working bard to convert all rural voters
to tbat way of thinking.
There is a very deliberate statement. It
is not any charge by myself hut a statement
in "The West Australian" that the reason
the Country Party is afraid of, and views
-with suspicion any attempt to put itself
in the clutches of the Liberal Party,
is that the Liberal Party is controlled by
Big Business--the Liberal Party, known'by
that name when I was a small 'lad; and later
as the Win-the-War Party;, later still as
the National Party ;Jthen as the United Aus-
tralia Party; and later on as the New
Liberal Party of Australia; and now as the
Liberal and Country League!

The Minister for Housing: I think you
might read that again. You would get
rather a different meaning from it.

Mr. HEONEY: I do not make my speech
in duplicate, as the Minister once accused
someone of doing.

The Attorney General: You seem to be
reading your speech.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad to know that
the Attorney General is awake. I will have
something to say to him later on.

The Attorney General: I am listening.

Mr. HEGNEY: On the 4th May, 1949,
appeared an article in "The West Austra-
lian" under the heading, "Liberal Party
merges with L.C.L."1 It reads-

A merger of the State division of the
Liheral Party with the Liberal and Country
League of W.A. was decided upon yesterday
by the Council of the Liberal Party. As a
result of the decision,' the Liberal Party in
this State will cease to exist and the new
organisation wkill be known as the Liberal
and Country League.

The Liberal and Country League was
formed at a largely attended meeting at
Beverley on March 30. At that stage a pro-
visional committee was elected to deal with
its formation and draft the Cpnstitution. At
the council meeting of the Liberal Party yes-
terday only the major decision to merge with
the L.C.L. was made.

Today the council will bave to discuss the
mechanics of giving effect to the merger deci-
sion, the organisation of the new party, the
endorsement of candidates for the Federal
country seats of Forrest, Canning and Moore,
and the Senate, and various other points which
will arise out of the decision.'

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:- We cannot hear
what is going on.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. HEGNEY: I move-
That I be allowed to continue my reni~rks

at a later sitting.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am pleased with the
vote because it indicates to me that mem-
bers are prepared to learn.

The Minister for Housing: It is a vote of
confidence.

Mr. HEGNEY: 1 was too modest to say
that myself. I thank the Minister for Hous-
ing. I will proceed with the reportr-
. Announcing the derision at the end of yes-
terday 'a council meeting, the -president of the
W.A. division of the Liberal Party (Mr.
Prank Downing) aid that over a long period
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the Liberal Party bad done all in its power
to bring about a merger between the Liberal
Party and the Country and Dlemocratic
League, its object in seeking the merger being
to form a united anti-Socialist party in West-
ern Australia. Its efforts bad been consist-
ently repulsed by the C.D.L. and requests that
the C.D.L. should seek an expression of
opinion from its rank and file had been re-
fused.

Because of these circumstances, the Liberal
Party had watched with interest the move-
ment which baa originated at Beverley among
rank and file members of the C.D.L. to form
a new party in which both the existing parties
could 'merge their individual identities. I It
had now decided to merge with that orgnnisa-
tion.

''It is a matter for sincere regret that cer-
tain sections of the C.D.L. should have seen
ffit to wage an intensive campaign against the
Bleverley movement,"y said Mr. Downing.
''However, it would appear that the opposi-
tion organised by this section does not repre-
sent the view of the majority of C.D.L. sup-
porters and it is hoped that the C.D.L. will
yet find itself able to join up with the new
movemnt. "

Candidates Endorsed.
At the council meeting of the Liberal

Party yesterday Mr. W. Orayden, who is the
Liberal member for Middle Swan in the Legis-
lative Assembly, was endorsed as the candi-
date for the new Swan seat in the House of
Representatives. Mr. Grayden is thus the
second member of the State House who will
definitely resign his seat to contest a Federal
constituency, Mr. H. A. Leslie. the CD.
member for Mt. Marshall in the Assembly,.
having already been endorsed by the CD.
for the new Moore seat in the House of
Representatives.

Another important endorsement yesterday
was that of the Lord Mayor of Perth (.%r. J.
Totterdell) for the West Perth seat in the
Legislative Assembly. Mr. Totterdell an-
nounced his intention of seeking Liberal en-
dorsement for the seat when the Minister for
Housing (Mr. McDonald), who is the present
member for West Perth, made it known that he
would retire from parliamentary life at the
end of his current term.

Other endorsements for State seats made yes-
terday by the council meeting were Cr. A.
Spencer for North Perth and Mr. C. Cameron
for Darling Range.

That report shows how hesitant the mnem-
hers of the Country and Democratic League
are to play with the Liberal Party. Inci-
dentally, it is entitled to select its can-
didates in its own way. It is interesting
to note, however, that the council of the
Liberal Party selected the candidates. How
often, Mr. Chairman, have you heard from
organisations opposed to Labour that Lab-
our members are responsible to a junta;

that a secret Caucus elects them; that the
people have no say; that they were a law
unto themselves? Yet we find that the
council of the Liberal Party made the deter-
minations with respect to the gentlemen I
have mentioned. I have no quarrel with
that, but I indicated some little time agb
and I repeat now-I do not say this in a
personal way-I charge, without exception,
every member of the Liberal Party that he
or she should have resigned his or her seat
when the name was changed.

I charge the member for Bleverley, and
I charge the member for the North Pro-
vince, Hon. George Miles. For years, to
my knowledge, the latter has vigorously
protested that he was an Independent.
From the mouth of the Murchison River to
the Darwin border, I have knowledge that
he told people, in season and out of sea-
son, that he was an Independent representa-
tive; that he owed no allegiance to any
Party; that he refused to he browbeaten or
put under the jurisdiction of any Party
whatsoever, and that he would at all costs
maintain his independence. Quite recently
the Han. George Miles joined the Liberal
and Country League. Why he did it is
his business, but I would say that if a per-
son'were elected because he belonged to a
particular organisation, and he ceased to
he a member of that organisation, he should
return to his electorate and seek re-election.

I soy that in connection with the mem-
ber for Beverley. He was a member of the
Country and Democratic League for a num-
her of years, and was elected by the people
of Beverley as a member of that League.
Later, he'resigned, and for a time he was
an Independent. Then, I presume he ap-
plied to become a member, and was accepted
as such, of the Liberal and Country League.
The members of the old Country Party
have ceased to exist. They have under-
gone a change in connection with their
party designation. They were not elected
by the people as members of the Liberal
and Country Leagrue. There was no such
league. when they were elected. The rea-
sonable thing to do, when one changes his
or her designation, is to seek the endorse-
ment of the electors. But that has not been
done. I will deal for a few moments with
the organisation of the new L.C.L. I have
a rather long statement which appeared in
"The West Australian'" of the 5th May.
However, it is worth incorporating in the
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records of the House, so I propose'to read
extracts. from it. In " The West Austra-
lian " of the 5th May, 1949, under the head-
ing, " Organisation of New L.C.L. ", appears
the Liberal and Country League version.
It is as follows:-

Decisions concerning the organisation of the
Liberal and Country League were made yes-
terday at a joint meeting of representatives of
the provisional committee of the League and
the State council of the Liberal Party. On
Tuesday the council of. the Liberal Party de-
cided to accept the invitation of the L.C.L. for
a merger of the two organisations.

The Country and Democratic League has also
been invited to join the LXX.L. and the deci-
sions arrived at yesterday were designed to
enable the C.L, to become part of the new
organisation if it desires to do so.

The immediate effect of the decision arrived
at by the Liberal Party council meeting on
Tuesday is that the Liberal Party in this State
will ceatse to exist, except in so far as it is
necessary to wind up the affairs of the Liberal
Party. The Liberal Party office bearers will
go out of office and a new set of office bearers
will have to he elected by the new organisation.

Further on, under the heading, "Action
by Liberals" appears the following:-

It 'was realised that the action of the Liberal
Party in joining up with the new organisation
mneant the end of any negotiations between
the parties so far as the Federal election cam-
pnign was concerned unless, of course, the%
CtD.L, was prepared to join the LAJ.L. If, how-
ever, the C.ID.L. persisted in the attitude which
it had displayed in recent weeks that Party
alone must be held responsible for any unfor-
tuna te developments which might take place,
both in regard to the Federal election cam-
paign and the positionl of the State Liberal-
C.D.L. Government.

Later on in the article reference is made
to the Joint Senate team and Mr. Downing,
under the heading of "No Progress Made,"

Since July lasqt, when a firm offer of amal-
gamation was rejected by the CPD.L.,Mr
Downaing Raid, there had been a long series, of
discussions between representatives of the two
parties, hut it had been impossible to make
anly progress. Right from the start the Liberal
Party had emphasised that amalgamation was
the only satisfactory solution, but if this could
not be achieved, it was prepared to negotiate
an agreement for the Federal election cam-
paign,

In the early discussions the C.D.L. represen-
tatives refused to discuss anything except the
position in Forrest, where the C.D.L. had en-
dorsed Mr. Arnold Potts and the Liberal Party
had endorsed Mr. Gordon Freeth. A suggestioa

by the Liberal Party that Mr. Potts, who was
well known throughout the State, should with-
draw from Forrest and be given No. 1 plase
in a joint Senate team, was turned down.

The next matter was the announcement by
Mr. Leslie, the C.D.L. member for Mount Mar-
shall in the Legislative Assembly, that he pro-
posed to stand for the Federal seat of Moore
and the announcement about the same time
that Mr. Grayden, Liberal member for Middle
Swan in the Assembly, would seek endorsement
for the new Federal seat of Swan. As these
members would have to resign from the State
Parliament about six weeks before the Federal
election, suchl action might place the State Gov-
erament in difficulties.

After these announcements a meeting was
held at the Premier's offie to discuss the posi-
tion. An agreement was made at that meeting
that representatives would recommend to their
executives that the whole position of the three
country Federal seats-Forrest, Moore and
Canning--and the Senate team should be re-
ferred for arbitration to the Federal President
of the Liberal Party (Mr. Casey) and the
Federal President of the Country Party (Sir
Earle Page) and that, in the meantime, no
further endorsements for seats should be made.

Four days later the C.U.L. executive endorsed
Mr. Leslie for the Moore seat, which was clearly
contrary to the agreement which had been ten-
tatively -arrived at between the Party represen-
tatives. On the same evening, after Mr. Leslie
had been endorsed, he (Mr. Downing) speaking
at York, had stated that the Liberal Party
would offer candidates for all seats. it should
be noted that the Liberal Party had not en-
dorsed Mr. Grayden for Swan until last Tues-
day, wvhen all hope of an agreement bad
disappeared.

What an insult to the member for Middle
Swan! No-one reading those lines could
come to any conclusion other than that if
agreement had been reached the member
for Middle Swan might not have been en-
dorsed. It would have put him in an im-
possible position, but when they found that
certain strings were being pulled and cer-
tain individuals were satisfied, they saw
fit to endorse Mr. Grayden. The holding
up of his endorsement needs some explana-
tion. Why did they try, to prevent Mr. Les-
lie standing for Moore as the C.D.L. can-
didate7 Anyone reading that article could
arrive at no conclusions other than that
there is a considerable amount of under-
ground engineering for the purpose of trying
to prevent certain men going to p~articular
seats, in an endeavour to jockey someone
else in. On the 6th May, 1049, under the
heading of "Party Moves" there appeared
in "The West Austr alian" the follow-
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Phe decision of the Liberal Party to merge
:h the lately farmed Liberal and Country
ague is in line with the principles which the
rty has been expounding and the negotia-
as it has long been conducting with the
untry and Democratic League. Its plain
aning is that the Liberal Party is tired of
iductiug fruitless dicussions with its diffi-
It partner, that it believes there is a strong
aI growing body of opinion in the country
vourable to tbe closing of the non-Labour
*ke, and that it intends to organise in country
ectorates and, if necessary, con test rural
its against the C.TXL. It is to be hoped that
is Will not prove necessary, for if it happens
will represent not only a wasteful dissipa-
ia of effort, but C.D.L. candidates would be
-tally committed to wvagiag a slander cam-
iga against the L.C.L. to justify their Party'Is
cision not to join it and that might easily
ovoke recriminationis.
Within the ranks of thie Country and Demo-
itic League there is undoubytedly a section1
icily Parliamentary, which will fight stub-
'enly against any suggestion of a merger,
I there is as yet no evidence that this section
astitutes a majority or that a majority of
n-Labour rural electors think the way it
inks.

The formation of a Liberal and Country
mgue and the Liberal Party's decision to
arge with it offers the C.IXL. the opportunity
rhich can never be repeated) to become a
'undation member of the new organisation
Ad to help in shaping it. Given "proper safe-
tarda," the Leader of the Parliamentary
D.L. (Mr. Watts) is not opposed to ainalga-
ation, and new is obviously the time for the
D.L. to make a worthwhile gesture.

ut the C.D.L. idt its wisdom did not make
e worthwhile gesture suggested by the
ading article in "The West Australian."'
have spoken to Country Party members

-who arc not members of Parliament-
id they refuse to believe-just because
certain meeting is held and a decision

-rived at to form an organisation known
ithe Liberal and Country League-that

ie whole assets, apart from liabilities, of
te Liberal Party of Australia have been
anded over lock, stock and barrel to an
itirely new organisation. If you, Mr.
hairman, had the opportunity to speak,
believe you would concur with my remarks
hen I say the whole thing is a ramp and
move on the part of the Liberal Party

esigned to trap the Country and Demo-
.-ntie rLesene.
As far as I know, the Country and Demo-

ratie League definitely refused to hr-
aught in the trap set for it by the Liberal
,arty of Australia. Of course, we all know

that the Liberal and Country League is the
same, to all intents aind purposes, as the
Liberal Party of Australia. The objectives
are apparanutly the same, bectiusc the mem-
bers. who changed their names did not re-
sign and contest elections for their elec-
torates. The aims and -objects of this new
movement must be on all fours with those
of the old Western Australian division of
the Liberal Party of Australia. The mem-
bers of the Country and Democratic League,
knowing that big business dominated the
Liberal Party, did not intend to permit big
business to dominate their Party.

In "The 'West Australian" of the 7th
May, 1949, the criticism of the Liberal
Party is answered, rather effectively, I
think, by Mr. Milford Smith on behalf of
the C.D.Ij. He does not mince his words in
the reply. I propose to read the relevant
portion of the article for the benefit of
members who arc awake. I am quite sure
that members of the Country Party are
alive to the move of the Liberal Party.
The article states--

Emphasising that there had never been any
dispute between the Parliamentary memberio of
the Country and Democratic League and the
Liberal Party, the General President of the
C.D.L. (Mr. Milford D. Smith) yesterday
strongly criticised remarks which had been
made by the retiring State President of the
Liberal Party (Mr. Prank Downing).

Further ein the article states--

Referring to the statements made by Mr.
Downing, Mr. Smith said that Mr. Downing
had distinguished himself in a number of ways
which did not reflect to his advantage. Mr.
Downing had published only a portion of the
truth; he had divulged information of meetings
between representatives of the two organita-
tiona8, Which was of a confidential nature and
had done so without the consent of the C.D.L.
representatives; and he had skilfully ignored
the fact that as recently as Thursday, April
28, it had been agreed that certain proposals
then discussed should be submitted to the Lib-
eral Party executive on Tuesday, May 3rd,
and to the C.D.L. executive yesterday. No trace
of discussion of those -proposals appeared in
reports (of Liheral Party discussions and at its
meeting the C.D.L. executive was faced with
a fait acrgmpli which provenad their dis-
cussion.

The light is not too good, hut in view
of the vote taken earlier-unless I contest
it again-I must proceed; therefore I will
do my best. I can see the words "packed
meeting" because they are in large print,
Then the article goes On to state-
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Mr. Downing had complained that certain
meetings in the couatry had been packed, said
Mr. Smith. This, coming from the representa-
tive of the party which had brought people from
literally all over the State to the Beverley
initial meeting, could be judged at its full value
by the public especially when supporters of the
Liberal Party's point of view numbered about
16 at Pingelly out of an audience of about
160, practically none of which came from out-
side that district, At Oorrigin, of the nine sup-
porters of the Liberal point of view, six, in-
eluding the Liberal Party organiser, came from
Narrogin. While a substantial number of
C.D.L. supporters from elsewhere went to the
Narrogin meeting, they were greatly out-
numbered by local people in an audience of over
200 and only 15 persons supported the Liberal
point of view.

It has been made crystal clear to the Liberal
Party organisation that we have nothing hut
respect for the Parliamentary section of the
Liberal Party individually and collectively,
said Mr. Smith. The fact that they have re-
frained from taking part in the recent political
chicanery-

That is a very strong word-
-which has resulted in the Liberal Pairty pur-
porting to merge itself in the LA.Ly only fur-
ther emphasises the fact that our disputes are
at an organisational level and not a Parlia-
meatary one.

But it should he equally clear to the Liberal
Party that at no time did it consult us as to
its intentions regarding the agitation at Bev-
erley, and it took advantage of that agitation
in isuch a way as to make it obvious that its
intentions were to undermine our party.

That is to undermine the -Country and
Democratic League of which the Minister
for Works is a valued member. I have
another article which deals with the pro-
poised amalgamation, the action of the Lib-
eral Party in bully-ragging, as it were, the
Country and Democratic League and the
fight back by Mr. Milford D. Smith. I
have never met this gentleman hut he will,
I understand, be a candidate for the Avon
Valley seat at the next elections. This is'
the leading article of the 9th 1May, 1949,
and it is headed, "Case for Unity." It is
as follows-

A disinterested elector -ho rend 'the state-
mnent made on Friday by the Gene-ral Pre-
sident of the CDb. (Mr. Milford D). Smith)
might well have asked himself what are the
real impediments to an early and effective
fusion of the parties supporting the present
State Government. Mr. Smith has given an
assurance that there has been no dispute be-
tween the Parliamentary members of the
C.D.L. and the old Liberal Party (which
means that Cabinet has been able to conduct

its affairs without friction) a
anisation bears in mind its
Socialism and Communism tc
The elector, having discard@t
ing points that have been m
few months and confining hi
mental principles, would have
sisting the conclusion that ti
reason why the annual gener
the C.D.L. when it assemble
should not decide to join f,
newly-formed Liberal and Co

Members will be able to t
of the leading articles in 1
tralian" from time to time,
from the earliest stages the
object the influencing of the
who would make the decis
merge with the Liberal Part
would refuse to take part in
At periodical. times throughc
Australian," inspired no do-
trallers of the Liberal Part3-
to influence the members, th-
the representatives of the
Democratic League. The.
which I read was dated the
and a conference was even
the 7th and 8th July. On
1949, another article appe
West Australian" headed-

C.D.L. "Refusal to Pace I
Party.
In the course of the artiek(
appears.-

Referring to Mr. Smith's
the Beverley meeting, Mr.
said that this meeting was not
it was only natural that it si
attended by people from all
in view of the fact that peoph
looking for some move towar
original committee organising
deavoured to make it a meet
pression of opinion on a State
made every attempt by Press
vertisements to have all iinten

It had been apparent over t
to three years that the non-.
executives could not co-operat
attempts to do so invariably e
lack. This had been made el
conflicting reports which bad
by the party presidents in the

"Having read Mr. Smith's
is left to conclude that the (
is determined at all costs t(
existing three-party system, A'
advantages from the non-Lal,
and is equally determined to
late that area of the State wv
as its own particular preserve.
gret that the leaders of the C.'
to put the good of the State
f ore party considerations."
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From the viewpoint of members of the
Country and Democratic League that is an
extremely forthright statement; a rather
insulting one I should say-ean insult, inas-
much that it defintely insinuates that the
C.D.IJ. is uaable to put the good of the State
as a whole before Party considerations. I
think the Minister for Works would take
that as an insult. I do not know whether
he saw the article or not. Is it assumed
that the member for Murray-Wellington, the
opposite number of the Aetizig Premier,
who, is the leader of the Country and Demo-
cratic League, will do everything for the
good of the State and put aside everything
else to achieve that object? And would his
offaider do that? There is a very definite
insult there against a number of Govern-
ment members. Only a short time ago I
read an extract from a statement by the
two leaders to the effect that they were
in complete agreement. I now come to the
next article under date of the 14th May
published in "The West Australian." It is
headed-

Mr. Watts Deprecates Merger "Propa-
gand. "

I do not know whether the Acting Premier
knows it or not but quite a number of ad-
herents of the Country Party refer to him
as the dictator of that Party; not in a
derogatory way, of course. Some of them
have even said that he is the dictator of the
Government. The article goes on to read-

Mr. Watts, who was speaking at a largely
attended meeting arranged by the Katanning
and Stirling District councils of the Country
and Democratic League, said that he deeply
regretted, as did his C.D.L. colleagues. that
recent Press and other propaganda had strived
to crate a public impression that only the
merger of his party vwith ainother organisa-
tion before the Federal elections could achieve
stable or successful government.

As the rank and file of the C.D.L. would
discuss the matter shortly at the annual gen-
eral conference, said Mfr. Watts, be regarded
it to a large extent as subjudice, but would
say that if an-y such arrangement were to he
catered into, great care must be exercised to
ensure that the interests of coontry and rural
dwellers were conserved.

He deprecated the fact that discussion of
these contentious questions had ben forced
on the people so short a time before the
Federal clectioas and by the methods that had
been used.

There is an extremely strong inferenee-"bv
the methods which had been used." Ap-
parently the Deputy Leader had some idea
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of the methods used by the sponsors of the
new organisation and of some of the mem-
bers of the Liberal Party 'who wanted to
form this new Party. The member for
Katanniag, to whom I give full marks for
his *bility and astuteness, was wide awake
to the attempts of the Liberal Party to
swallow the Country Party. He was not
sure that the rural interests would be served
by a coalition and he was not prepared-
nor CD I think be is prepared now-to sink
the identity of his Party and come within
the jurisdiction of the Liberal and Country
League because of the influence that big
business would be able to impose upon the
members of the Country Party in any Gov-
ernment in which they might. participate.

In fact, as a result of the redistribution
of seats, the numbers of the Country Party
members will be reduced and the numbers
of the Liberal Party, if anything, will be
increased and in any future Government,
even if they were in Opposition, which no
donubt they will be before long, the Liberal
Party would be in a position to vie with

.them with equal vehemence, That would
occuir no doubt even if the Country Party
did -sink its identity. I think the Deputy
Leader believes that if he were to join his
present forces with those of the Liberal
and Country League, it would be the be-
ginning of the end. On the 18th May last
an article appeared in "The West Austra-
lian" headed, "Dilatoriness Denied by
C.DL." It shows that Mr. Milford D.
Smith, the State president of the C.D.L.,
was replying to a notification sent by the
chairman of the provisional executive of the
L.C.L., Mr. Barrett-Lennsrd, informing the
CJJL. that the L.C.L. was not prepared to
wait beyond the first week in June to make
arrangements for contesting seats at the
Federal election. Tbe report went on to
say-

If a stranger to Western Australia were to
read the latest effusion of Mr. Barrett-Len-
nard, said Mr. Smith, he would imagqine that
the Country Party in this State was a mere
political fledgling, which was expected to re-
ceive and accept advice from an older and
more knowledgeable relation. On the contrary,
not only had the Country Party existed in
this State for 35 years, but for 14 of those
years, between 1933 and 1947, was the official
Opposition in the State Assembly. The reason
fo:7 that was that, during all that period, it
was stronger numnerically than the Liberal or
Ttiouoal Party which sat in opposition upon

V
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the cross benches. Today, the Country Party
provided 11 out of the 25 supporters of the
Government in that Hlouse.

That is the indication given by Mr. Milford
D). Smith, the president of the C.D.L. as to
why his body declined to have anything to
do in any way with the merger with the
Liberal and Country League. Now we come
to the other side of the picture. "The West
Australian" on the 19th 'May, published an
article uinder tbe headings, "Rejoinder to
CJ.L," ..." Invitation to Join L.C.L."

Hon, A. A. Al. Coverley: A really happy
party!

Mr. HEGNEY: The hon. member has said
it. The article reads-

The claim by the State president of the
Country and Democratic League (Mr. Milford
D?. Smith) that the C.D.L. executive could not
have acted otherwise than it did in regard
to calling a conference to discuss a merger
'with the Liberal and Country League would
not hear examination, the chairman of the
provisional executive of the L.C.L. (Mr. A.
L. Barret t-Leonard) said yesterday.

Mr. Smith had carefully refrained from
mentioning that the first invitation from the
L.C2L. to the C.D.L. had been dated April 9,
said Mr. Barrett-Lennard' and up to date had
not given any reason ;4y the C.DL. execu-
tire could not have acted shortly after that
date to call a. conference. The Liberal Party
had been sent an invitation at the same time
andi had been able to get the matter fully dis-
posed of at its council meeting on' May 3
and 4.

Mr. Smith'ts claim about the difficulties ex-
perienced in getting farmers to a meeting was
also without substance when it was rememn-
bered that the Liberal Party council had in-
eluded farmers from all parts of the rural
areas. if Mr. Smith and the members of the
O.ThL. executive were living in the present in-
stad of the past-as was indicated by his
re-ference to 35 Past years Of Country Party
hiqtory-there was no doubt that the whole
problem of unity between the anti-Socialist
parties would have been disposed of long be-
fore now.

III notice" added Mr. Rarrett-Lennnrd,
''that throughout his statement, Mr. Smith
repeatedly made reference to demands made
by the Liberal Party. Whatever his object
might have been I cannot tell, but I would
like to point out to him that the original in-
vitation of April 9 and subsequent correspond-
ece have all come from the Liheral and
Country League and have nothing at nil to do
with any other political party)'

Did Mr. Harrett-Lennard think that 'Mr.
Milford D. Smith was so innocent as to
believe that because he, Mr. Barrett-Lennard,
wrote under the name of the Liberal and
Country League, Mr. Milford fl. Smith fully

subscribed to the belief that there was no
Liberal Party, but a new organisation alto-
getber-the Liberal and Country League,
which had come into existence overnight!
Mr. Milford D. Smith had other views, and
be quite rightly indicated why he could net
call a conference together in the middle of
a busy season in the farming areas. Now
we come to Saturday, the 21st May, when
there appeared in "The West Australian"
another article beaded "Political Problems
in the State Sphere," and it set out that the
writer was the paper's political roundsman,
I shall not read the whole of it. Suffice to
say that references were made to the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall and the member for
Middle Swan, and then, under the heading
"Hasty Action Refused," went on to state-

Replying to a statement by the chairman
of the provisional executive of the Liberal
and Country League (Mr. A. L. Barrett-Len-
nard) to the effect tbat the month of May
was not an inopportune time to call farmers
to a conference, the State president of the
Country and Democratic League (Mr. Milford
D. Smith) said yesterday that if Mr. Barrett-
Lenrnard repeated that statement often enough
he would be convincing himself against his
own conviction that it was true.

No doubt a conference of sorts could have
been held, said Mr. Smith, and a decis~ion
given of "Yes" or 'No'' on the invitation
made by the L.C.L. on April 9. The absence
of such a decision appeared to be giving the
L.C.L. considerable worry at present. The
C.D.L., however, considered the matter of too
great importance to be dealt with by a tem-
porary expedient, and was unwilling to be
panicked into taking any hasty action. Mr.
Barrett-Lennard made reference to the fact
that I and my party were living in the past
instead of the present," said Mr. Smith.

And his Party includes the members in this
House of the present Country and Demo-
catic League!I-

"I admit that we have not yet caught up
with tile technique of how a substantive politi-
cal party can be absorbed by a party which
only exists in name, the title to which would
be difficult to claim.

That is Mr. Smith's opinion about the new
Liberal and Country League. Ile proceed-

It is more than a remote possibility that had
the Liberal Party been living on ground level
instead of in the clouds over the pnst few
years and had accepted our offer for a joint
executive, this attempt with all its attending
evils to force a united front by browbeating
people into believing it is the only way to
promote a maximum non-Labour eoffort at the
next election, would not be taking place."
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Mr. Smith added that it was not his iih
to widen the gap between the Liberal and
Country League and his organisation, and for
that reason, after answering the oifflii state-
ment by the retiring president of the Liberal
Party (Mr. Frank Downing), he bad pur-
posely refrained from publicity. However, it
was now quite apparent that the new party
not only possessed all the vigour and veuom
of its predecessor, but it was intent on ''turn-
ing the beat on"' in an intensified manner.

There we have the president of the Country
and Democratic League, its chief spokesman,
telling the chief official of the newly-formed
Liberal and Country League what he thought
of his organisation, his method anol technique,
and just how he and is organisation would
not be caught in the trap to which I re-
ferred previously. In "The West Austra-
lian" of the 23rd May, 1949, appears a re-
port headed, "C.D.L. President's Letter to
L.C.L." It reads-

A reply has been made by the general pre-
sident of the Country and Democratic League
(Mr. Milford fl. Smith) to the letter sent him
last week by the chairman of the provisional
executive of tbe Liberal and Country League
(M1%r. A. L. Bqrrett-Leanard).

The letter reads, inter alia, as follows--

It would appear that, having completed
your plans to your own satisfaction, my org-
anisation was expected to please oblige by
dancing to your music. If your precipitate
actions or our failure to cooperate with you
has led you into some difficulties, it is not the
fault of my members, and as the aggressor
party in these activities, you must take full
responsibility for the consequences and diffi-
culties arising therefrom.

-Mr. Smith, whom I have not met, is rather
thorough in his reply to the chief custodian
of the new Party, and is determined not to
do anything to allow the Country and Demo-
cratic League to be swallowed up. I now
move on to the time when the two Parties
started to patch things up. It is something
like the announcement made by the Leader
of the Country Party and the Leader of the
Liberal Party prior to the last election. I
have -already read that announcement to the
Chamber. It indicated that the Acting Pre-
mier and the Premier were in agreement,
that their objects and views were identical,
but one refused to have anything to do -with
the other as far as a merger was concerned.
In "The West Australian" of the 5th July,
1949, under the heading of "Non-Labour
Forces' Election Pact," the following ap-
pears:

The Liberal and Country League and the
Country and Democratic League have come
to an agreement to conduct a joint campaign
in the forthcoming Federal election.

An agreement had been reached and an
announcement was made by Mr. Milford D.'
Smith and Mr. L. Barrett-Lesrnard, in which
the following appears:-

In releasing the text of the agrefeent
Messrs. -larrett-Leannard and Smith expressed
the hope that party supporters would loyally
support the agreement which bad been reached
in order that the strongest possible opposi-
tion could be given to the socialist candidates.

The decision to present a joint L.C.L-
C.D.L. Senate team means that the team will
comprise six candidates. The L.C.L. has en-
dorsed five candidates and the C.DL. has en-
dorsed Mr. E. Piesse, who will have No. 2
positioa in the team.

I would say that on the proportional re-
presentation basis which will be adopted for
the Senate elections, 3fr. Piesse should be
elected. Whoever is No. 1 in the Country
and Democratic League or the Liheral Party
ought to get a seat, too. I feel sorry, how-
ever, for some members on the other side
of the House, for the person who is to be
No. 6, or No. 5 or No. 4. This leads me
to think that someone in authority is telling
someone else who wants to he a candidate
where he will get at the election. I have
informed the Chamber last night and this
morning of the statements made by the presi-
dent (of the Country and Democratic League
in connection with the L.C.L. He refeirred
to the venom, the bitterness, the technique
and the doubtful methods adopted, and to
the fact that Big Business was controlling
the Liberal Party and that city interests
dominated it. Now we find that overnight
they have reached an agreement to fight
Labour forces at the next Federal election.
On the surface that might seem to be all
right, but I doubt whether the ordinary
members of the Country Party will stand
for this twisting and turning from, month
to month and year to year. I now come to
"The West Australian" of the 6th July,
1949. In a report beaded "C.D.L. Com-
ment on Election Pact," the following
appears:

On behalf of the executive of the Country
and Democratic League, the general president
of the league (Mr. Milford D. Smith) last
night issued a statement concerning the Fed-
eral election agreement between the C.DL.
and the Liberal and Country League, the full
text of which was published yesterday.
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In the report Mr. Smith says--
Negotiations in the past few days had been

conducted by an intermediary between the
two organisationis and at a special meeting
of the executive of the C.DJ. 1. held on Sun-
,day evening for the express purpose of dis-
cussing the position with the intermediary, a
decision had been arrived at regarding a joint
Senate team.

This intermediary is doing the wire-pulling.
The article continues-
The intermediary had clearly been told of the
C.D.L. attitude regarding the Canning seat in
particular.

Furthermore while the C.D.L. recognised the
teed for maintaining the friendliest platform
-relationships, there were different aspects of
-policy which must be discussed and nothing
.could prevent electors from asking questions
as to past transactions or negotiations. To
this extent, at least, the final paragraph of
-the published Press statement must be quali-
lied or candidates and speakers on both sides
-would find themselves in an extraordinary and
invidious position. This final paragraph
therefore had been released for publication
-without full consideration.

(The ''final Paragraph" to which Mr.
Smith refers, stated: ''There shall be a loyal
vehange of preferences between candidates of
the parties and a mutual undertaking that
neitber party, nor its members, candidates or
supporters, will attack or criticise the other
patty or its candidates or supporters.'')

Those arc the Parties which talk about free-
dom, responsibility to the electors and not
being subject to any secret junta! Need
T say any more at preseutY Now I come
to the leading article of the 6th July. This
is the one headed, "Non-Labour Unity?"

The Acting Premier: I am glad you got a
drink of water. I nearly got you one
myself.

Mr. HEO$IEV: I do not propose to read
all the article, unless someone interrupts
me. It refers to the negotiations between
the various anti-Labour Parties and in it
the following appears:-

It is to be hoped that *nuthing will be said
or dore at either conference to inflame the
bitterness wbieb has resulted from the sLimple
and worthy desire of the old iberni Party
for friendsip and unity with the C.D.L. to
the point of amalgamation.
I reiterste that as far as friendship is con-
cerned very little was demonstrated. I am
not speaking personally about members of
the Liberal Party, because they are very
fine members personally and I have a lot
of -regard for theit individual personali-
ties. But the interests for which the Lib-
eral Party stands are such that that Party

did not desire friendship with the C.D.L.
It desired to do what the lion did to the
tiger in the Zoo the other day when the
tigaer stuck his neck out. That is what the
Li beral Party wanted to do. I have here
a leading article from "The West Austra-
lian'' of the 7th July, and the heading re-
minds me of one of the best poems ever
written. It is by Thomas Bracken and is
entitled, "Not Understood." It is regarded
as one of the finest pieces of verse thai
has ever adorned the English language.
This article from which I shall quote is
hea~ed "Misunderstood," It has a refer-
ence to Mr. Marwick, senior Vice-President
of the C.D.L. I think I played 'football
against Mr. Marwiek at York some years
ag-o, and he is a fine chap from a personal
point of view. He was country Party mem-
her in the Commonwealth Parliament at
one time. This leading article attacked him
beca use he had the courage to efand up
for what hie tboukht was right. The article
states--

Mr. Marwick can detect' very little differ-
ence between tile principles of ''The West
Australian" and those of the Liberal Party.
If he is right, how happy the Liberal Party
must have been (until its recant demie)-

The last-four words are put in brackets and
it looks serious-
to have followed principles which we. tno, have
espoused-believing them to ho. in' the public
interest. go far as a merger between the lion-
Labour Parties is concerned our views are
perfectly simply and, we think, reasonable and
logical. We see very little essential differ-
ence between the two parties.' We do not be-
lieve that Mr. Mctarty would act any differ-
ently if he called himself C.D.L. or Mr. Watts
any differently if Iho called himself L.C.L.

But the point is that Mr. Watts is not
game to call himself L.C.L. He does not
want to call himself L.C.TJ. There is no
difference according to "Th West Aus-
tralian" and according to the Acting Pre-
mier himself. Tn February, 1047, he and the
present Premier declared they were going
to march forward and meet the electors
as one; that they were in unison, one
in aim, one in objective and one in ideals.

The Acting Premier: Beautiful phrase-
ology, but I did not use it.

Mr. HECINEY: There was no merger on
the part of the Acting Premier. On the
8th July. 1048, the following appeared in
"The West Australian.")
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C.D.L. Rejects Merger with Liberals. Af-
Eliation with Australian Country Party Ap.
proved. The annual conference of delegates
of the Country and Democratic League de-
cided in Perth yesterday to affiliate with the
Australian Country Party. A proposal to
amalgamate with thue Liberal Party was over-
whelmingly defeated.

I have been quoting extracts from issues
of "The West Australian" and reports
from Mr. Downing wherein it has been
persistently and consistently indicated that
if only the parliamentary section of the
Country and Democratic League were to
be cast aside for the moment and the
rank and file of the organisation given an
opportunity to express themselves, Mr.
Downing and other members of the Liberal
Party, together with "The West Austra-
lian," believed that a merer would take
place forthwith. But the C.D.L. rejected
the proposed merger by an overwhelming
majority. In the course of this report in
the newspaper the following appears:-

Amalgamation with the Liberal Party was
opposed by speakers on the grounds that, as
the Liberal Party was much stronger, League
members would be outvoted in matters of
major policy.I

The Minister for Railways knows that
what I am saying is true, and so does the
Acting Premier. I indicated earlier in the
evening that I believed the reason the
Country and Democratic League would not
allow itself to be assimilated or absorbed
by the Liberal Party was that in view of
the redistribution of seats as a result of
which the League would, if anything, 'have
fewer seats in the House than originally--
the redistribution being advantageous, from
the Liberal Party's point of view-the
League would be defeated on matters of
major policy. It is only on such matters
as these that those behind the Liberal Party
in this 'State want predominant power.
That is one of the reasons why the Coun-
try Party refused to be swallowed by the
Liberal Party. The report goes on-

Spheres of Influence.
In his annual report, the general president

of the league (Mr. Milford D. Smith) referred
to the proposed merger with the Liberal Party.
He said that in the early part of his term he
bad believed that a merger wvas a practical
proposition. After four years, however, he
had been forced to the conclusion that the
majority of the league members did not de-
sire a merger and that no good purpose would
be served by sinking the identity of the league.

That ought to be clear enough for the Lib-
eral Party, but the Liberal and Country
League decided to -proceed, and in "'The
West Australian" of the 9th July we have
the following-

Rural Strength for New Party.
The adoption of a constitutional provision

at the first annual conference of the Liberal
and Country League in Perth yesterday gave
rural interests a majority representation on the
State Executive of the league.

I *would like members to listen closely to
the next part, and I would like "Hansard"
at all costs to see that it is incorporated in
the debates-

The conference agreed to a proposal that a
person endorsed as a candidate for the Federal
Parliament should declare within 48 hours of'
the endorsement which party room' he would sit
in if elected to Parliament. The candidate
will be able to sit in either the Liberal or
Country Party rooms.

How wonderful that is! The new L.C.L.
which absorbed without any effort the won-
derful Liberal Party of Western Australia
makes that decision, and its decision is
final. It does not say that thp candidates
may sit in both the rooms. It looks as
though a man can go into one room and if
it does not suit he can go into the other.
Perhaps we will find before very long that
there will be folding doors which can be
put hack so that the whole lot can be
together. This is too serious to treat in
a facetious manner. The people of West-
ern Australia are expected to swallow this
hook, inc and sinker. Under date of the
11th July, 1949, we have another leading
article in "The West Australian" in the
117th year of publication, which is headed
"Agreement to Differ.' This deals with
the conference and the amalgamation of
the C.D.L. and the LC.L.-

As far as can be judged from the pub-
lished reports, the conferences of the two non-
Labour parties which were held in Perth last
week both went ''according to plan.'' The
Country and Democratic League voted over,
whelmingly against a merger with the Liberal
and Country League but it would have been a
miracle if it had voted otherwise on that issue.

I emphansise that statement. These articles
are expected to-be read by the people of
Western Australia and to mould public
opinion. Yet, with a succession of them
week after week dealing with non-Labour
unity, we have this final analysis that it
would have been a miracle if the Country
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and Democratic League had come to any
other decision. This leading article con-
tinre&--

As matters stand, the approaching Federal
election will find the two non-Labour parties in
friendly competition in the three agricultural
divisions of Moore, Canning and Forrest.

I do not think the interpretation of
''friendly competition" will be found in
the Interpretation Act-

Experience has shuwn that the Australian
electorate is so evenly divided between Labour
and non-Labour that the non-Labour half
(while the Country Party or CDL., retains
its separate identity) has no alternative to
composite Governments when its two parties
gain a majority. Such Governments can be,and in Australian experience generally have
been, good Geverninents, but they cannot al-
ways be depended upon 'to pull together and
show the strength and cohesion which is desir-
able in a Government.

Where we thought there was unqualified
support for a coalition Government, it is
not altogether forthcoming because we find
that even "The West Autain has to
admit that coalition Governments are not
conducive to sound government. I now come
to the final quotation from "The West Aug-
tralian" in connection with the amalgamation
of the Parties, but I have to indicate that I
shall refer to other extracts dealing with
their financial aspect. I can say to the Acting
Premier that I do not propose to charge
his organisation very seriously, if at all,
in connection with the matter of raising
funds. The first extract I wish to quote
from is dated the 10th May, 1949. This
might be a paid advertisement. It is
headed, "Country and Democratic League
of W.A. (Inc.)'" On the 10th May last,
under the heading "The Country and
Democratic League of W.A. (Inc.) " there
appeared the following-

The Western Australian Country Party
wvishes to inform the electors of Western Aus-
tralia that it has no affiliation whatever with the
Liberal and Country League, which is now the
new name of that organisation which we have
hitherto known as the West Australian Divi-
sion of the Liberal Party of Australia.

For 25 years the Western Australian Country
Party baa contested State and Federal elec-
tions as a separate entity, but has loyally co-
operated in both Parliaments with the National
Party-the United Australia Party and the
Liberal Party under those various names and
it is still willing and anxious to cooperate with
any political party which is genuinely opposed
to Socialism and Communism in Australia, and
in the interests of stable Government.

The Country and Democratic League will more
over submit to its Annual General Conf eren of
Delegates from branches and district Councils,
the supreme governing body of the League,
the question of its future relationship with the
Liberal and Country League. Such conference
will be held in the first week of July, 1949.

The Country and Democratic League is ur-
gently in need of funds for organisation and
election purposes. Donations to its funds will
be gratefully received by the General Secretary
of the Country and Democratic League.

There is a warning by the Country and
Democratic League to the public of West-
ern Australia that it has no association
with the Liberal Party. I have quoted
ex tracts from leading articles and reports
of speeches of prominent members of the
Government Parties to indicate to the
people of Western Australia that, although
at elections or just prior to elections those
forces opposed to Labour put on a bold
front and superficially appear to pull
together so long as they are opposed to
Labour, we have innumerable instances
over a long period showing that the
political organisations opposed to Labour
are diametrically opposed to each other.
Their professed policies are as wide apart
as the poles.

The Liberal Party, for instar'ee, has
nothing in common with rank and file mem-
bers of the Country Party. As has been
indicated by the president of the Country
Party, from the viewpoint of some of those
who represent country districts, the
Country Party was formed in 1912 or 1914
because members who represented country
constituencies and who were not Labour
members found they were being dominated
by city interests, which made it necessary
for them to form a party other than the
Liberal Party so that they would be able
to look after the interests of country
people. The Country Party saw the light
about 37 years ago and ever since that
time the Liberal Party has endeavoured to
absorb it, hut so far the Country Party
has not seen fit to be absorbed. i believe
some members of the Country Party would
incline to Labour and would become mem-
bers of the Labour Party if they fully
understood its principles, because we con-
tend definitely that the Labour Party
would look after the interests of the
country areas just as well and conscien-
tiously as do those who are now under the
banner of the Country Party.
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The interests of the farmer and the
country worker are diametrically opposed
to certain city.interests, and I do not say
that from the point of view of class war-
fare. The Minister for Railways indicated
that briefly in a statement at Pingelly, and
we have unlimited etidence to show that
if it had the opportunity the Liberal Party
would absorb the Country Party loek,
stock and barrel. I believe the time will
arrive--whether the 'Country Party likes
it or not-when there will be only two
political 'Parties in Western Australia or,
if there is to be a third party in name,
it will be found to be dragging behind the
heels of the Liberal and Country League,
if in fact that is not already the position.

But whatever happens the Labour Party
will not change its name, its objects or
the ideals for which it has stood all down
the years. It will not change for the pur-
pose of trying to cover up its past or, on
a temporary basis, to hoodwink the
electors. I will now deal extensively with
the question of funds. In "The West
Australian" of the 16th August last there
appears the following:-

Eighit-Point Plan to Counter Labour.

The sub-heading is "Outside Funds Re-
jected," and the article reads-

Claims -thaut some )urgani4atimis are rais-
ing and spending funds for "political pur-
poses" prompted the conference to rea~fflrm.
the Party's refusal to accept donations from
such sourres. Mr. Casey said that the federal
council had reaffirmed its policy of not ac-
-cepting contributions from trade associahians
or other combinations or groups of interests.

Then he goes on to deal with the member-
ship of the Party. That is a very definite
and forthrighit statement from 'Mr. Casey
who sooner or later will jockey Mr.
Meuzies out of the leadership of the
Liberal Party. I wish to quote another
extract from the propaganda of the State
Liberal Party and this advertisement
appeared in "The West Australian" of
the 4th March, 1947-

The Liberal Party Dneeds funds. If you are
dissatisfied with the present Government, sm we
believe you are, do the wise thing and back
the Liberal Party. The Liberal Party is not
financed either by compulsory levies-

Hon. F. J. S. Wise called attention to
the state of the Committee.

Bells run& and a quorum formed.

Mr. HEGNEY: I was reading the adver-
tisemnt which appeared in ''The West
Australian " and will continue-
The Liberal Party is not fln~nced either by
compulsory levies on unionists or by any other
organisation. The money to fight your elec-
tion campaign for better days must come from
you, the citizens in every walk of life. We
have the policy of progress. We have a splen-
did team of candidates.

Mr. Graham:' Bunkumn!

Mx. HEGNEY: B4j the Liberal Party
did not think that about the Country Psarty
boys when it wanted to make arrangements
to get a. better team of candidates. It
further states-

We need funds urgently-now. Send your
donation-as large as you can make it-to the
Liberal Party, .,P. Chambers, William-
street, Perth.

I have no quarrel with that advertisement.
It is quite all right as far as it goes. I
would say that it was a paid advertisement
and the Liberal Party indicates that it is
not financed by levies from any unions or
other organigations. I say that is a delib-
erate lie.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

The Attoiney General: Don't be childish.

Mr. HEGNEY: It is a deliberate un-
truth, because we know that the Liberal
Party is not financed by the pennies or
threepences of the ordinary rank and file
of the populace. What is this big business
that I referred to some time ago and about
which the Country Party is afraid?

The Attorney General: What about the
union dues 1 They are compulsory pay-
meats.

Mr. HEGNEY: I must have hit the
Attorney General on a tender spot.

The Attorney General,: Not at all.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Attorney General: I just want some-

thing to go into "Hansard" too.
Mr. HEGNEY: If the Attorney General

will allow me, I will back my statement
up and then he may retract his inter-
jection. I say quite definitely that the
Liberal Party of Australia is financed by
outside organisation s.

The Attorney General: And I say quite
definitely that thec Labour Party is financed
from the dues taken from the hard-worked
ear ners.
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Mr. HEGNEY: I did not bear all of the
Attorney General 's interjection, but I
know that he tacitly admi ts his organisa-
tion is financed by outside interests.

The Attorney General: I don't admit it
at all.

Mr. HLEGNEY:- I could go Jinto this posi-
tion extensively but will give one indica-
tion that may show Country Party
members, as well as Liberal members, how
the Liberal Party ptoposes; to finance its
organisation. I have with me a copy of
a letter-originatl on application-which,
as a matter of fact, is priv'ate and confi-
dential.

The Attorney General: That is why you
are reading it.

Mr. HYGNEY: Yes, and if the member
for Irwin-Moore was in his seat I would
tell him, as I tell the Attorney General,
that I make no apology for reading it.

The Attorney General: You wouldn't.

Mr. HEGNEY:- I intend to read the let-
ter and will not retract anything I have
to say about it. It is headed, "'Private and
Confidential." Then it goes on to state--

.The Liberal and Country League of West-
ern Australia, Box 1221, G.P.O., Perth. 215
St. George's Terrace, Perth. 12th August,
1949, General Secretary, C. Palmer. Telephone
BA 2081, Telegrams "Freelib" Perth.

This follows on a report appearing in
"The West Australian" of the 16th
August when Mr. Casey repudiated the
insinuation that the Liberal Party received
funds from outside sources. The letter
then states-

Dear Sir,
.The Federal election is daily drawing

closer and with it the threat of ''Sodialisa-
tion,'" utter and complete. No form of pri-
vate industry can escape fromi this grave
danger unless perfect organisation is estab-
lished-N.OW.

All people who value freedom and personal
enterprise are being invited to join forces
with ue, so that in unison, we may defeat
the dangerous threat now so apparent and
continue the mode of life so vital to our
national well-being.

We are now organising on a basis hitherto
unattempted. As organisation is very costly,
we desire to invite you to share in this ex-
pense. Indeed, unless sufficient financial sup-
port is forthcoming from those whose inter-
ests are inseparable from our own, adequate
organisation 'will not be possible.

Therefore, will you kindly assist us as
generously as circumstances will permit for
the ultimate result may largely depend upon
the response to this appeal.

'Mr. Rodoreda: Another 6d. makes £1.

Mr. HEGNEY: That is a letter that
wvent out to people from whom they expect
quite a sum of money. That will give you,
Mr. Chairman, an indication that the
sources of their f unds are not from the
shillings and pennies of ordinary people
but from organisations with great financial
and commercial influence, and the Liberal
Party therefore obtains ample funds from
them. From the Commonwealth point of
view, I have here a copy of a photostat
document that was sent out by the Vic-
torian Furniture Industries Confederation.

Mr, Graham: Private and confidential?

Mr. HEGNEY: No.

Eon. F. J. S. Wise: That was published
in a Melbourne paper.

Mr. HEONEY: Yes, I have that paper
to which the Leader of the Opposition is
referring, and I will read extracts from it.
This is what the copy of the letter stated-

The objective of the Victorian Furniture
Industries Confederation is £20,000. On a p-ro
rota basis the, committee suggests you eon-
tribute £50. In view of the urgency, please
address an immediate reply to The Victorian
Furniture Industries Confederation, V.C.A.
Building, 1 Collins Place, Melbourne, C1.

I will read a little more-of that from a pub-
lication entitled "Labor Call," dated at
-Melbourne, Friday, August 6, 1949. This
article is headed, "Anti-Labour's Election
Fund," and reads--

£2 millions to oust Chifley. The :financial
industrial and commercial organisatione op-
posed to the Commonwealth Labour' Govern-
ment will distribute better t-han £2,000,000
throughout Australia for use prior to and dur-
ing the coming Federal Elections. The 'Vic-
torian Chamber of Commerce has levied its
members for £,100,000.

The Attorney General: Is this the
"Workers' Star" you are reading from,
or what?

Mr. HEGNEY: It continues--
The Chamber of Manufacturers is out for a
similar amount. The private bank. have al-
ready delved into the £50,000 they allocated
for use against the Government. Trade organ-
isations have levied their members for various
amounts.
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Anti-Labour is determined to make this
year's Federal elections the most bitter on
record. They have already planned their cam-
paign, and newspaper and radio advertisements
right up to the election campaign have already
been approved.

The Attorney General: You do not believe
all this piffl, do you?

Mr. HEGNEY: It continues-
Anti-Labour will rely very considerably on a

fear and smear campaign. They exploited this
type of election propaganda during the: 1947
State elections in Victoria.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: That is a communist paper you
are reading from.

M r. HEGNEY: It continues-

They will also use sectarianism and Com-
munism against Labour candidates.

That 2s. 6d. A letter signed by Liberal
Party Federal president R. G. Casey and State
president Magnus Cormack to the Victorian
Furniture Industries' Confederation blasts sky-
high the much publicised Liberal Party claim
that the party exists on the 2s. 6d. member-
ship fees. The pertinent section of the letter
reads:

'"In this year of the Federal election sub-
stanatial funds will be necessary in order to
fight the election successfully. We do not be-
lieve it is necssary to explain its importance,
for it is clear that if we do not win, the effect
on the future of Australia will be very
serious. You will be aware of what is at
stake and that it is difficult to over-estimate
the importance of the issues. We feel sure
you will realise the urgency of the position,
as this is the year of crisis and the work
of the party deserves and needs for more
than 'NORMAL support.'

To its members the executive of the Con-
federation sent this letter:-

''Your executive considers that it is vital
to foster the 'anti-Socialist fund' estab-
lished some months ago. In order that our
industry may survive, we believe that the
least we ea; do is to give money to the
limit of our individual resources. With the
Federal election not many months away we
are striving to quadruple the amount already
in hand. Although we have quoted Mr.
Casey and Mr. Cormacc to streas the urgency
of this matter, your executive reserve the
right to use the fund in the direction they
consider most necessary to preserve a. free
and private enterprise. Emnployers' interests
are being continually threatened by nation-
alisation of industry, Government controls
and socialismn.

£2,000 Levy.
''The furniture industry has never before

been found wanting in anything and on this
occasion we urge that you should make the

largest possible contribution towards a fund
established solely to defend augr jusiness
f reedom.''

The letter was signed by Messrs. N. H. Russell,
chairman of the Guild 6f Furniture Mann-
facturers, Ltd., and F. D. Nunan, president of
the Furnishers' Society of Victoria. The Con-
federation has levied its members for £20,000.

Mr. Graham: No funds from outside
sources!I

The Attorney General: You do not be-
lieve it, do you9

'Mr. HEGNEY: The member for South
Fremantle in his extremely able and force-
ful address sometime yesterday-

The Attorney General: Hear, hear!I

Mr. HEGNEY: -made reference to a
publication issued, I think, by the Anti-
Socialist Bank Employees' Protest Corn,
mittee. The Attorney General will do
more than sigh before the session is
through. The following article appears
also in the "Labor Call" of the same
date-

Employees admit banks finance Protest
Committee

The Bank Employees' Protest Committee
last week admitted that their organisation was
financed by tile private trading banks to fight
the Federal Labour Government at the next
elections and to defeat nationalisation of bank-
ing. In their propaganda sheet Action, the
Committee says-

''The Employees Committee consists of 22
members, three from each of the seven major
trading banks in Victoria and one from the
Blank of Adelaide. Of these, eight are at
present devoting their whole time to the
work of the Committee. In addition several
other employees nominated by the Committee
have been released to assist.''

"...the banks-their own existence
thriatenied-realieied the least they could do
(for those) selected (was to give thiem)
house room and . . .their salaries.''

Where Do Funds Come From I

The Committee does not, however, tell from
what source it draws the huge funds necessary
to print Action each fortnight, hire halls for
protest meetings, pay the telephone and postage
bill, and other expenses which a full-time or-
ganisation with 22 members would incur. The
disclosures in Action were forced by Labor
Call's reports of ''By Invitation Only'' meet-
ings being held in various suburbs under the
spoasorihip of the B.E.P.C. with guest speak-
ers such as Associated Banks' boss McConnar
and other top-level anti-nationalisationists and
anti-Labour personalities.
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The Committee also attempts to explain
away Labour Call 'a disclosures that ,the banks
support Professor Hytten's advocacy of a six
to eight per cent, pool of unemployed as vital
to Australia's economy.

This charge was also, made in a leaflet dis-
tributed writh great effect throughout the La-
trobe electorate by Labour 'a endorsed candidate.

There is another indication that the banks
are financing some of their employees in
their attempt to belittle the Federal and
State Labour Governments. I have set out
the facts that the Liberal Party doe4 get
its funds from outside sources. Anyone
-who knows, or has any idea -at all of the
amount of money that is being spent by the
Liberal organisation, could tot, and dare
not, hesitate to admit that the funds re-
ceived from subscriptions of its members
could not pay for the radio sessions and
the unending propaganda that appears, day
by day, in tbe iPrem~ throughout Australia.
I have not the statement with me at the
moment but I can check it up later-

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Could you not
,go home and get it?

Mr. HEGNEY: I regret to say that I
am not allowed to leave my place and the
Committee has decided that I must con-
tinue. The Deputy Leader of the Country
Party made a statement concerning the
huge sums of money voted by the Liberal
Party to fight socialisation. That was about
the middle of May. I have not traced the
statement yet, hut I shall do so and shall
quote it, if I am permitted, sometime dur-
ing the session for the benefit of members.
For the time being I shall leave that as-
pect and shall refer to a matter of bribery.
A few days ago I read an article in the
Queensland "Worker," which is the offi-
cial organ of the Australian Labour Party
in Queensland. In it reference was made
to the death of Judge Brennan and it set
out-

Mr. Justice Brennan, a distinguished member
of the Queensland Supreme Court bench for
24 years and before that a breezy personality
in the State Government and Parliament, died
in the Mater Hospital, Brisbane on Siaturday
after a long illness. He was aged 64.

That may not convey anything to members
as it stands, hut the article goes o-

Outstanding event of his political career was
the courageous action he took to expose two
urea who tried to bribe him with £3,000 to
eross the floor of Parliament to defeat the
Theodore Labour Governmient. The two men-

Two names are mentioned-those of Con-
nelly and another.
-were sent to gaol, but the mote important
people, inside and outside Parliament, for whom
they were apparently acting, were never
caught.

That incident-the member for Gascoyne
can correct me if I am wrong-occurred
in 1922. At that time the Theodore Gov-
ernment was holding office by a very slen-
der majority. I was interested in the case
at the time. It is as well to relate that
it would appear-I gained this impression

-from reports at the time-that Mr. Bren-
nan was in financial difficulties and these
two, men, acting, I would say, on behalf
of some political party--certainly not the
same ts Mr. Thieodore led-approached Mr.
Brennan for the purpose of bribing him to
6ross the floor of the House in order to
defeat the Labour Government, Mr. Brewr-
non immediately consulted the Commnis-
sioner of Police. Conferences were ar-
ranged between Connelly and his mate and
Mr. Brennan at th4 last mentioned's home.
Mr. Brennan had had some floor boards
taken up in his lounge and A screen put
across.

Hon. A. R. Ia. llawke drew attention to
the state of the Committee.

Bells rung apd a quorum formed.

Mr. HEGNEY: Mr. Brennan arranged
for detectives and a shorthand writer to be
present and unseen when he saw the two
agents who, as I say, were acting for a
political party.

The Minister for Housing: There is no
evidence of that.

Mr. HEGNEY: When ,Mr. Connelly and
his cot-agent approached Mr. Brennan, a
certain conver sation took place. Mr. Con-
nelly was about to pay Mr. Brennan-he
actually did hand him-LZ3,000 as his price
to betray the Labour Government. At the
opportune, moment the detectives came from
their hiding place and arrested the twb
men, who, were sent to gaol for six months,
but the more important people inside and
outside Parliament for whom they were
Apparently acting were never caught.

The Attorney General: Mr. Theodore got
into a hrit of difficulty, did he not?

Mr. HEGNEY: If the Attorney General
would take the Apple out of his month I
would be able to understand him.
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The Attorney General: Yom are not asked
to.

Ur. HEGNEY: I now propose to quote
a brief extract from "The Worker" of the
6th August, 1948-

Tassie Liberals Spending Freely. £10,000 a
year on radio; £E150 a week on spruikers. In a
recent Press statement the Premier of Tas-
mania (Mr. Cosgrove) made it certain that
the Liberals in the island State have plenty
of money to throw about at the approaching
election, He said:-

"The campaign to oust Labour from the
Tasmanian Treasury Beaches has gathered
momentum in recent months. Lately a sur-
vey has been banded to me showing the
number of sponsored radio sessions con-
trolled by the Liberal Party and its sub-
sidiary organisations in this State at the
present time. It might interest you to know
that the Tories are spending about £10,000
a year on radio propaganda alone. In addi-
tion, the Liberals are busily importing offi-
cers whose task they state is to teach
Tasmanians polities. The cost of these hired
experts and other officers is in the vicinity
of £ 150 a weeki. Where do you think this
money is coming from, and why do you
think it is being spent? The answer, of
course, is that it is being provided by big
business solely to bring about a change of
Government in Tasmania."

The Attorney General: He had a rather
funny inquiry, too.

Mon. A. R. G. Hawke: Yes, a very dirty
one, promoted by the Liberal Party.

Mr. ITEGNEY: The Minister for Rail-
ways, while at Pingelly recently, said there
were 12 organisers of the Liberal Party in
the country. I happent to be the State
J resident of one of the biggest unions in
Western Australia. It has three organisers,
so I have an idea of what the cost is. My
union has a membership of approximately
10,000. The Liberal Party would need to
have a few half-crowns to employ 12 or-
ganisers at £12 a week, with expenses in-
eluding transport and running costs. Apart
from that cost, there is tbe Citizens' Rights
Association to finance, as well as John Henry
Austral and other media of propaganda.
The Liberal Party has numerous wireless
talks and advertises in a fairly large way
in "The West Australian!) Those advertise-
ments would cost a fair amount. I have
some of them here and propose during the
course of the next two or three hours-I
hope to get through before daylight-to let
the people of Western Australia know what
the Liberal Party is trying to put over .them.

I propose to refer in the course of my re-
marks to socialism, about which much has
been said and written by our opponents.
At the moment I propose to deal with Mr.
Casey's eight-point plan to counter Labour.
Believe me, there are plenty of other points.
In "The West Australian" of the 16th
August, 1949, the following report ap-
pears-
Canberra, Aug. 15. The net result of a num-
ber' of years of Labour Government in Aust-
ralitL was a degree of dislocation, dissension,
unrest and inflation without parallel in our
history, the federal president of the Liberal
Party (Mr. R. G. Casey) said today when
opening the annual conference of the party's
Federal council.,

Be outlined the following eight-point social
and industrial programme on which the party
will fight the Federal election:

1. Belief from the thraldom of the extreme
Left and support f or decent Australian trade
unionism to ensure that the wishes of the
majority of trade unionists should prevail with-
out improper interference by the Government.

What he means by that I am not sure. If
he means that the wishes of the majority
of flie members of the union are not pre-
vailing because of improper interference by
the Government, he is very wide of the mark.
Mr. Casey's predecessors in the Liberal
Party, did their best to smash unionism in
Australia. They did their best to prevent it
from getting a foothold when it was trying
to establish itself throughout Australia. The
inference is that the Labour movement will
not ensure that the wishes of trade unionists
should prevail. I now come to the second
lioint-

2. Majority rule in the Government and in-
dustrial 4sphere.

Wh~at dues he really mean by that? If he
means that rule by a majority of the people
should prevail he ought to say so. He might
use his influence with the Legislative' Council
of Western Australia to ensure that in
future the will of the majority of the people
in Western Australia shall prevail. The
next point is-

3. A fair and generous deal for the Aust-
ralian worker.

That is what Mr. Casey stands for as the
Federal leader of the Liberal Party. It
is a mere catch-cry with the object of trying
to mislead trade unionists and Labour sup-
porters, but I think they are awake to the
record of the Liberal Party as well as the
Labour Party and will make their own
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choice in their own good time. It is the
political Labour Party and the industrial
trade union movement that baa ensured the
worker a fair deal. The next point is-

4. A guarantee of decent, comnionsense
national leadership that would not baulk any
issues.

That is a gem. I have a lot of regard for
the ability of the present Federal Leader
of the Opposition. he has plenty of
ability.

Mr. Graham: Why?

Mr. HEGNEY: To have attained the posi-
tion in the legal world that he has attained,
he must have a fair amount of ability.

Mr'. Graham: That does not make him
a politician.

Mr. HEGNEY: I did not say he was a
politician. The fourth point is-

4. A guarantee of decent, commonsense
national leadership that would not baulk any
issues.

It is quite likely that Mr. Menzies will be
the leader of his Party in the next Com-
monwealth Parliament, just as he is now.
If by any chance the majority of the people
of Australia decided on a Liberal Govern-
ment, it is likely he would be Prime
Minister. But I would ask members whether,
in view of his past performance, the Aus-
tralian people will be likely to risk having
him as leader of the Australian Government,
having in mind his achievements with Mr.
Fadden during the war -years. That is a
memory paramount still in the minds of
many people in Australia. They are not
likely to forget such things for many years.
While personally he is a decent man with
a lot of commonsense, he is not the kind of
leader who "would not haulk any issues."
This report continues--

5. Encouragement of individual enterprise
in small or large industries in both the primary
and secondary industry spheres.

6. A programme to increase individual earn-ings, individual production and individual ton.
sumiption.

that is what the industrial unions have been
fighting for over the years, and the Labour
Party in Australia has been endeavouring
to interpret by legislation the -wishes of the
rank and file of the great industrial move-
ment of Australia. The eighth point is-

A planned long-range programme of national
development in which there would be effective
occupation and good living for up to 250,000

new Australians each year and a constantly
expanding economy of the kind that Soeialisw -
could not produce.

It is agreed even by members of the
Opposition in the Commonwealth Par-
liament and many public men that the
present immigration policy of the Australian
Government is one that has received the
commendation of many in various States of
the Commonwealth, and to the best of its
ability the Commonwealth Government is
introducing migrants of a desirable character
and trying to have them assimilated into the
Australian way of life. Those points I have
referred to arc a preliminary statement of
policy which I do not think will cut a great
deal of ice with the electors, and I do not
think Mr. Casey will- receive that wonder-
ful support from his enunciation of policy
that he thinks he will receive at the next
Federal election. I intend to deal with
housing matters hut I will do that when
the appropriate Estimates are before us.

I propose now to refer to some of the
propaganda which the Attorney General
would have us believe is paid for from the
half-dollars of members of the Liberal
Party. Advertisements have been appearing
consistently in "The West Australian" and,
I understand, in papers in the Eastern
States, over the name of the Liberal Party.
The one I have in my hand is an example.
It was publishbed in "The West Australian"
of the 1st July, 1949, and it is headed "Lib-
eralism, Socialism, Communismi It is for
you to decide." It goes on to say-

Liberalism stands for continued freedom of
the individual; for Governments being the
servants of the people; for trade union demo-
cracy through the secret ballot; and for en-
couragement of skill and honest work by in-
centive payments. Socialism stands for the
-final regimentation of the individual; for a
Centralised Government as the master of the
people; for Government control of the trade
unions: and for the same earning level for
the skilled and unskilled worker, with no in-
centive payments. Communism stands for
complete disruption and ultimate revolution.

This is an old trick. I have -read reports
of the threats and warnings of Sir George
Reid away hack early in the century when
Labour -was, starting to get a foothold. Sir
George Reid tried to frighten the people of
Australia into believing that the socialistic
tiger would eat them up if they voted
Labour. The same type of propaganda is
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being used today, only it is more subtle and
insidious. The innuendo in advertisements
like this is that the Labour Party is closely
associated with communism. References of
a similar kind to the one I have just quoted
appear in the other advertisements. In "The
West Australian" of the 27th May the ad-
vertisement reads-

Do You want to live under a Boocisilat dic-
tatorshiip or do you want Australia to remain
predominantly a country of free people? Make
.no mistake. At the coming election a vote for
Labour will be a vote for regimentation. With-
out a mandate the Chifley Government set out
to destroy the private banks. If givea a maj-
ority this rear, it would feel free to pursue the
socialisation and regimentation to the utmost
'limits. . . The question is whether Australia is
to go wholly socialist, whether you are to
subject your life, your job, your business, and
your private affairs to the- scrutiny and die-
tation of Canberra, official;, or whether you
want to see the restoration of responsible Par-
liamentary Government with Australia pre-
dominantly a country of free enterprise.

On the 22nd July the advertisement is
headed "There's no road back from Social-
ism," Those advertisements are all published
for the express purpose of trying to frighten
the people of Western Australia and try-
ing to misrepresent by very devious means
the ideals of the Australian Labour Move-
ment and the political Labour Party, both
Federal and State. An advertisement in
"The West Australian" on the 25th 'March
was headed "Chifley is afraid to smash Comn-
munism. Australia is sick of feehle excuses."
It read-

Mr. Chifley excuses Conununism as being just
''another political philosophy.'' The Liberal
Party7 says Communism is treason, and every
-real Communist a traitor. We refuse to mine
words over self-evident facts.

Another advertisement on the 22nd April,
1949, states that "the Canberra dictators
won't tell you the f acts about high prices."
I sam not going to read all that advertise-
ment; hut during the referendumn campaign
those who were opposed to Commonwealth
control very definitely indicated that if the
States were given the power to fix prices
they would be able to exercise control over
them more effectively than the Common-
wealth had done. The inference here is that
the Canberra dictators will not tell us the
facts about the high prices. I have men-
tioned this aspect of advertising before. I
do not think it reflects much credit on those

responsible. The people in Canberra -who
form the Government arc elected by the
people of the Commonwealth of Australia.
If at the next election the people elected a
Liberal Government, Mr. Menzies aud his
Cabinet would have the same powers as the
present Labour Ministry has. There is a
continuous attempt to warp the minds of
the people of Australia into believing that
the G3overnment at Canberra is composed of
dictators, and that we must beware of them.

I quoted a f ew minutes ago from an adver-
tisernent which says that Chificy is afraid to
smash communism. The attitude of the
Commonwealth Government during the re-
cent coal strike reflects great credit on it.
That cannot be gainsaid. Mr. Chilley, as
Leader of the Commonwealth Government,
in no uncertain terms, let those who tr-ied
to dictate to those in charge of the country,
know where they got off. He took every
possible step to ensure that those who were
breaking the law and trying to hold the
country to ransom would receive their due
reward. I am sure that no matter what
other Government had been in office, it
would not have been able to do more, if as
much.

I now come to the attempt by our oppon-
ents to link socialism, communism and
Labourism in an attempt to misrepresent
the real ideals of Labour. In every second
article dealing with politics that one reads
in "The West Australian" there is always
an organised effort; to introduce anti-
socialism, indicating that if the Labour
Party got hack at the next election a man's
job would not be his own, blat that the Can-
berra dictator would control him and his
family, lock, stock and barrel. Labour'S
policy is simply that the State shall have the
right to place under public control those in-
dustries which are too vital for the common
good to. be left in the hgznds of private enter-
prise.

The Attorney General: Why does not
your policy say Sol

IMr. HEGNEY: Some people know just
what the ideals and objectives of Labour
are; others deliberately misrepresent what
Labour stands for. The Labour Party
stands for the controlling of any industry
which is too vital and important to be
allowed to remain indefinitely in the hands
of private enterprise. It stands for the
fullest development of individual enterprise,
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and it has never been any other way. It
has, when it has been in office in this State,
done everything possible in that direction.
A number of men who are now successfully
established in this State would bear witness
to that fact.

The Attorney General: Do you stand for
total Socialism?

Mr. HEGNEY: The Western Australian
Labour Party has been able to introduce
certain undertakings over a period of years.
If *the Government believes in 100 per cent.
private enterprise, why has it not the cour-
age to abolish or sell the Wyndham Mleat
Works tomorrow? I challenge the Minister
for Housing and his Government to dispose
of the State Brickworks and the State Saw-
mills tomorrow.

The Minister for Housing: Challenge me
after I have had a sleep.

Mr. HEGNEY: The same applies to the
State Engineering Works. Tbe State Hous-
ing Commission is a socialistic undertaking.
Why does not the Government abolish it?
It is because it knows that the circumstances
of the people are such that in times of
stress and emergency the State has to step
in to relieve the position for the benefit of
the people. I will refer also to the Wan-
dowie charcoal-iron works. The Govern-
ment instituted an inquiry for the purpose
of finding out whether it was an economic
proposition. I think the inquiry was wade
with a -view to closing the works, but the
report was favourable with the result that
they have been continued- Why does not
the Government get rid of them if it, the
Government, is absolutely anti-SocialisticI
The Government knows that those works are
either worth while, or else it has not the
courage to dispose of them.

From the Federal point of view we have
such reforms as motherhood endowment,
child endowment, hospitalisation, old-age
and invalid pensions, and sickness and un-
employment benefits. They can be called
socialistic undertakings, because, after all,
tbey exist for the social benefit of those who
need them. I challenge any member of this
Parliament to agitate for the repeal or aboli-
tion of sickness or unemployment insurance.
Those who went through the depression of
1929 and the years following know that it
is one of the greatest reforms that has ever
been introduced into the Commonwealth. I

believe that in certain industries private
enterprise must be controlled because, if it
were allowed full sway, people who today
would agitate in an unqualified manner in its
favour might find, after a number of years,
that they .would be encouraging monopoliea

ewbich in 20 or 50 years' time-a short per-
iod in the life of a nation-would monopol-
ikw and practically control the economic life
of the country. Some may say that is a ridic-
ulous statement, but let us turn to what
was written in 1933 by no less a person than
an er-President of the United State;, Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt in his book, "Looking For-
ward." In 1933 he wrote the following:-

Our economic life is dominated by some 600
odd corporations, which control two-thirds of
American industry. Ten million small business
men divide the other third. More striking still,
it happens that if the process of concentration
goes on at the same rate, at the end of the
century we stall have all American industry
controlled by a dozen corporations and run by
perhaps a hundred men.

Does anyone in this State wish to see that
condition of affairs brought about here?
There is a, tendency in Australian industry
today for financial concerns to absorb weaker
sections of privite industry. As such corpora-
tions grow bigger and bigger, commercially,
financially and otherwise, there will be a
strong tendency for them to secure monopo-
lies in the production, distribution and
control of various goods or commodities. I
believe, for instance, that before long there
will he seen a strong tendency towards a
monopoly in the supply and distribution of
milk in the metropolitan area. In the Press
only this morning there was a report dealing
with the control and distribution of potatoes,
telling how the market is being cornered by
certain people who have control of distribu-
tion and how, unless, retailers fall into line
to the satisfaction of the middlemen, they
may be refused supplies of potatoes.

We deny absolutely that Labour proposes
to socialise every little business throughout
the country, but I say definitely that I would
socialise the coal mines tomorrow, because
coal is ncvessary to the life of the commun-
ity, just as are our railways, and it should
therefore he handled for the benefit of the
people of the State, as 8O per cent, of it is
consumed by public utilities. The warnings
and misrepresentations being published now
will increase in pressure as the monthso by
and I have no doubt there will be still more
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misrepresentation by those Opposed to. La-
bour, for the purpose of warping the minds
of the people of the State. Looking back we
find that some men now sitting on the Gov-
ernment side of the House will agree that
the great reforms introduced for the benefit
of the Australian people have come about as
a result of agitation by the workers of the
country.

There was a time when Labour had no
representation in either State or Federal
Parliaments and our opponents could make
what laws they liked, but the time came
when the industrial unions decided to seek
political representation. As a result of that,
for the last 55 years almost all industrial
and social -reforms that have taken their place
on the staute-Uook have resulted directly
from the efforts of the industrial union
movement and of its representatives in
Parliament. In spite of that, there is thin
insidious propaganda against the Labour
Party. At the opportune moment we find
Mr. Sharpley being brought before a com-
mittee of inquiry on communiism and we
know he was paid £700 by a certain news-
paper and God knows how much by other
interested parties. In spite of all that is
being done to besmirch both Federal and
State political Labour, bet*een now and
the next State election there will be oppor-
tuAity to refute those imputations and I
have no doubt that the people, realising
that the Commonwealth Government has
borne the heat and burden of the post-war
period, in the time when the Liberal-
Country Party combination threw in the
-sponge, will see that Federal Labour 'is
-returned to office.

When the next State election comes
round, I hope it will be fought on a fair
basis without insidious propaganda or
advertisements and other efforts by those
,opposite to secure popular support. I
'hope there wilt he nothing of that
character, such as I have mentioned this
evening, like the advertisements that have
been published and the propaganda gener-
ally that has been put forward with the
idea of influencing the minds of the
people. I include in that taks such
-as those of John Henry Austral over the
radio, and other propaganda, much of
which is not fair. I am sorry that Parties
on the Government side sometimes descend
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to low depths in an effort to belittle and
misrepresent the Australian Labour move-
ment.

I have refrained from going into details
on many points this evening, but when the
Votes and items are being discussed I will
exercise my right as a member of Parlia-
ment to deal in detail with many matters.
I take this opportunity again to protest
strongly at the attitude of the Government
in eliminating the Addressi-rTply. It
was the prerogative of the Government and
under certain circumstances, had the
Leader of the Opposition been informed of
the intention, I would have agreed to that
course being followed, but this side of the
House was not consulted or approached as
it should have been, in all reason and
decency. But for reasons best known to
the Government, it decided to cut out the
Address-ink-reply and refuse members a
time-honoured opportunity of bringing
before the House matters which are of
interest to their electors.

I stated at the outset that the reason for
eliminating the Address-in-reply was to
suit the Government's wish and conveni-
ence. Why did it start on June 15thl It
was the Government's business, but why
did it show inordinate haste to finish be-
fore the end of August? Simply because
the Government will he in a most uncom-
fortable position if the two members-the
member for Middle Swan and the member
for Mt. Marshall-are obliged to resign
before this Parliament rises. "The West
Australian" indicated as much, if not
instructed the Government,' some few
months ag.

I do not know whether the two Inde-
pendents-the member for Maylands and
the member for Victoria Park-were cop-
suited but, if they were, then members of
this Party should have been; if they were
not, then they should have been. However,
I consider it as an uinwarranted insult that
the Address-in-reply should be eliminated
altogether. The Premier merely announced
that the session would continue and that
there would be an opportunity later on to
discuss certain matters on the Estimates.

The Attorney General: That is fre-
quently done in the Federal House, is it
not?



1516 ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. HEGNEY: What a wonderful inter-
jection!

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawks: Isn't he terrificI
The Attorney General: But it is true, is

it not?

Mr. HEONEY: How often has it been
done here?

The Attorney General: What has that
got to do with itT

Mr. HEGNEY: The next time the
Attorney General starts to compare
Federal and State matters, I will be in
order in saying, "'They do that in the
Federal House. "

The Attorney General: Yes.

Mr. HEGNEY: Then what about the
adult franchise in the Federal House? I
notice that the Attorney General has not been
falling over himself to introduce legislation
this season to put the Legislative Council
franchise on the same basis as that
for the Senate. No, there is no answer
to that one! I propose to deal with the
individual Estimates and I did 'intend,
this morning, to deal with price-fixing and
its relation to the basic wage and other
relevant matters. However, I promise the
Attorney General that before the Estimates
are finally passed the question of price
increases and price-fir-ing will receive due
attention because I am not at all satisfied
that the administration of the prices leg-
islation has worked to the interests of the
Western Australian people.

I am satisfied that the Attorney General,
as Minister in charge, is practically dor-
mant as far as the effective implementation
of the Act is concerned. He is allowing
prices to rise and the people of Western
Australia are not being protected. The
basic wage would he higher than it is if the
prices of meat and potatoes paid by the
consumers were taken into consideration
by the Government Statistician and re-
flected in the basic wage. Those are my
final remarks hut I can assure the Attorney
General that those matters will receive due
attention before the session finishes, and
T will deal with housing, rail-ways and
various other matters which are affecting
the interests of the people of the State.

Progress reported.

Rouse adjourned at 3.55 a.nn. (Friday).

Tuesday 30th August, 1949.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received aad
read notifying assent to the following
Bilh~:

1, Marketing of Barley Act Amendment
(Continuance).

2, Charitable Collections Act Amend-
ment.

3, Plant Diseases Act Amendment
(No. 2).

4, Marketing 44 Potatoes Act Amend-
ment.

~Supply (No. 3), £4,700,900.

QUESTION.

WOOL AND GENERAL FREIGHT
CHARGES.

As to Avzerage Increases.

Hon. R. M1. FORREST asked the Chief
Secretary:

(1) What is the average increased charge
on general freights transported by rail?

(2) What is the average increased charge
on general freights transported by ther
State Shipping Service?

(3) What is the increased charge on
wool transported by rail?

(4) What is the increased charge on wool
transported by.thc State Shipping Service?
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